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The steamer Acadia left Liverpool on the 19th ult. 
and arrived at Boston on the 7th inst. 


The Columbia steamer had arrived out, making 
her run from Halifax in ten days and a half. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


BinTH OF A PRINCE OF WALES AND DUKE OF CORN- 
watt. All England was leaping with joy on the 
evening of the 9th November. The Park and Tower 
guns announced the joyous event, and gratulations 
rung through the realm. 

Immediately after the birth of the child, says the 
Court Chronicler, “the sex of the royal infant was 
announced by sir James Clark to the anxious group 
of distinguished personages assembled in the royal 
chamber, and subsequently to those collected in the 
ante-room, exciting in every bosom unspeakable 
emotion of joy and gratitude. Prince Albert receiv- 
ed the congratulations appropriate to the occasion 
with graceful ability.” 

The privy council being assembled as soon as pos- 
sible at the council chamber, Whitehall, it was or- 
dered, that a form of thanksgiving for the queen’s safe 
delivery of a prince be prepared by his grace the 
archbishop of Canterbury, to be used in all churches 
and chapels throughout England and Wales, and the 
town of Berwick-upon-Tweed, on Sunday, the 14th 
of November, or the Sunday after the respective mi- 
nisters shall receive the same. 

It is worthy of historical record, that this is the 
only queen regent who has given birth to a male heir 
apparent to the British throne. 

ulletins were issued daily until the 18th, on which 
day it was announced the queen was convalescent.— 
The infant prince is as well as possible. Her ma- 
jesty’s recovery is so far advanced that no more bul- 
letins will be issued. 

The queen.Dowager, was dangerously ill at her 
residence in Sudbury hall. The last bulletin dated 
17th inst. was considered unfavorable. 


Another attempt had been made by a crazy man, 
to break into Buckingham palace, insisting that the 
queen had cut off his brother’s head, and he meant to 
have hers. 

Sir Chas. Bagot, the new governor of Canada, left 
London on 12th November, to embark in H. M. ship 
Illustrious, for Quebec, we suppose, via Halifax. 


_Trape. The accounts from the manufacturing 
districts continue to be of a very gloomy nature, nor 
isthere at present any prospect of their being re- 
lieved. 

[For corn, cotton, stock and specie items see the 
Chronicle page}. 

Vou. XT Sic. 15. 





IRELAND. ' |the rest. M. Dupotet, the editor of the Journal du 
Tne Lorp Mayor or Dusuw. The London cor- Peuple, is the exception above referred to. Nearly 
respondent of the Boston Morning Post furnishes the all the conspirators appear to be persons of the lowest 
following: | intelligence and influence, the readers of a villainous 
At a recent repeal meeting, in acknowledging the publication called the “‘Humanitaire.” Considere, 
receipt of a letter from Judge Doran from America, | who was tried and acquitted in the affair of Darmes, 
O’Connell said that one of the first letters he would , is one of the number. He keeps a wine shop at Mont- 
despatch from the mayoralty house would be one in martre, which is much frequented by the Humanita- 
reply to Judge Doran’s. The generous sympathy rians and the Communists. 
of their friends in America, O’Connell said over- | SPAIN. : 
wered him, and he wanted language to express | ‘The news from Spain is of little interest. Four 
is gratitude: they had received by the last post no of the officers capitally convicted of participation in 
less a sum than three hundred and fifty pounds, and | the attack on the palace of the 7th ultimo, have been 
it was not therefore surprising, that grateful thank- placed in prison preparatory to being shot. The 
fulness to America for her munificent contributions news from Andalusia is satisfactory; the whole of 
should be the prevailing sentiment throughout Ire-| that province remained tranquil. It was doubted if 
land. O’Connell thus referred to the article in Espartero, who was on his way from Perpignan to 
the Times respecting the to split the American | Saragossa, would go to Barcelona. 
union, attributed to Capt. Marryatt: TURKEY. 


“He had read,” he said, ‘‘with the deepest horror! The Levant mail, which has arrived, brings us 
and disgust, a paragraph in the Times, in which the | very }ittle news of interest, if we except the fact 
writer had the audacity to pone ag oe 9 - communicated in letters = Pca. a iat 
can nation. He had the unpardonable impudence Mehemet Ali had sent to the Sultan an itiona 
and audacity to strive to bully and terrify a people! sum of 5,000,000 piasters on account of the tribute. 
amounting in number to seventeen millions! What | The old pacha seems particularly anxious just now 
was this writer’s object’—evidently to foment a war | to be upon the best possible terms with the Ottoman 
between the two countries. (Hear, hear). It was Porte; for he is endeavoring, by all the means in his 


a most traitorous document—injurious to the coun- | power, to court the smiles, and to win the approba- 


try menacing blood and war—dangerous to the | tion of the Sultan. 
CHINA. 


throne, and inimical to national liberty throughout 
The. arrival of the Ann McKim at New York 














the world. (Hear, hear). Was the man insane 


enough to fancy that his paper thunder could terrify brought Canton dates to 29th July. Overland des- 
the noble American people? He might as well at- | patehes reached England and were brought out by the 
tempt to frighten soldiers with a popgun, or beat’ Acadia, as late as the 24th August, just 106 days. 


back a regiment of grenadiers with the squeaking of Nothing material appears to have transpired since 
achild’s penny trumphet. (Laughter and cheers). | our former dates. 


There was a pride about republicanism—for the re-| The London Standard thus epitomizes the news by 


gerated, and to lean to irritation and excitement. 
This the Times knew well, and intended nothing but 
mischief in supporting the tories by articles like that 
to which he referred.” 

Mr. O’Connell continued— 

“Such articles would never meet with sympathy 
from Irishmen. (Cheers). 
enter into an insulting crusade against the Ameri- 
cans. They would continue to obey the law and 











publican had no master—which was apt to be exag- | 


Irishmen would never | 


the overland mail: 

The steamer (the Atalanta) which conveyed the 
‘mail from China to Bombay was also the bearer of 
‘the late plenipotentiary, capt. Elliot, and commo- 
\dore Sir J. J. Gordon Bremer, who pursued their 
journey to England overland. 

Sir Henry Pottinger, the new plenipotentiary, and 
Rear Admiral Parker, the new naval commander-in- 
chief, arrived at Macao on the 9th of August, and 
hastened to fulfil the respective duties assigned 


support the throne, but, at the same time, and above/|to them. The first notification of the new plenipo- 
, all, they would hold a firm attitude of defiance to-/|tentiary was published, along with his own com- 
| wards that miscreant faction, the tories, and their! mission from the British crown, in the Hong Kong 
lying villanous and insulting organ, and show that! Gazette three days afterwards. The former of 
the harmony between Britain and America could not | these documents announces the determination on the 
be disturbed. Was it not enough, asked Mr. O’Con-| part of Sir Henry Pottinger to pursue a firm and de- 
nell, that the tories had a preponderating influence | cided line of policy. He proposes to respect the 
in both houses, and controlled the queen—a pow-| existing truce, provided it be not infringed in the 
er obtained by depriving the operatives of cheap} slightest degree by the Chinese themselves, in which 
bread; by giving the aristocrat two slices of the! case he threatens them with an immediate renewal 
loaf without reserving a morsel for the poor man?/ of hostilities; an event which, judging from the noto- 
Was England insane? Was her destruction com-| rious perfidy and bad faith of the provincial authori- 
ing on, and was that insanity indicative of her ap-| ties, he appears to contemplate. His notification 
proaching dissolution? He hoped sincerely that the | concludes with a warning to her majesty’s subjects, 
omen might be false, but he recollected the Roman] and all other foreigners, not to place themselves in 
proverb— the power of the Chinese authorities during the pre- 
“**Quem Deus vult perdere prius dementat.’ ” sent anomalous and unsettled relations of the empire. 
FRANCE. From the commission of Sir Henry Pottinger it a 
The Paris papers are occupied almost exclusively | pears that he is whole and sole plenipotentiary, and 
with the affairs of Spain. The Siecle and Com-| that he is altogether independent of any control on 
merce announce posifively that two French armies | the part of the Indian government. A notification 
of 15,000 men are to assemble at Bayonne and Per-| of Sir Henry’s arrival and powers was dispatched to 
pignan, with a reserve of 14,000 at Toulouse. It} Canton immediately on his arrival, accompanied bh 
would appear from the letter of our correspondent} a letter, the answer to which was required to be 
that, although there has been no official announce-/| sent to a northern station, (Chusan, it is said.) The 
ment to this effect, the absence of all contradiction | refusal of Sir Henry Pottinger to treat with Kwang- 
of the statement in the official journals would lead | Chow-foo, mayor of Canton, or any other subordi- 
to the inference that something of the kind is in-| nate, and his directions to the fleet to move to the 
tended. The army at Toulouse is to answer the | northward, appear to have had a salutary effect on 
double purpose of a reserve for a Spanish interven- | the conduct of the Chinese, who have been suddenly 
tion, and an armed police to maintain peace in the | metamorphosed from rude, insolent, and ill-bred sa- 
city in which it is stationed. vages into quiet, discreet, civil behaved gentlemen. 
The Paris papers contain a most gratifying ac-| All this has been effected by the mere difference of 
count of the reception of the British ambassador, | character of the new plenipotentiary from his pre- 
Lord Cowley, at the court of the Tuilleries decessor, for the instructions are said to have been 
The reading of the report of the committee of the | the same to both. 
chamber of peers on the attempt to assassinate the} So far, too, the truce appears to have been unbro- 
sons of the king has commenced. Thirty-five per-| ken, and in the present aspect of affairs it does not 
sons are implicated in the conspiracy; but it is not | seem likely to be infringed by the Chinese. Instead 
expected that more than eight or ten will be brought | of running to and fro at the beck of a rascally man- 
to trial. They are all, with a single eXception, of | darin, the new representative of her majesty has al- 
the working classes. in the trades to which they | read declined to see one of the most important of 























) belong, the cabinet makers appear to out-number ail! the Chinese officials. They now begin to find out 
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with what sort of opponents they have to deal. The 
‘Canton truce had reference solely to the southern 

rovinces: the preparations of the fleet for proceed- 
‘ing to the northward have, accordingly, excited no 
little alarm, and large sums of money—10, some say 
20 millions of dollars have been offered to sir Henry 
Pottinger to induce him to alter his purpose. These 
overtures having been. very properly rejected, the 
fleet, consisting of nine ships of war, four armed 
steamers, and twenty-two transports, sailed for Amoy 
on the 2Ist. The admiral having demanded more 
steamers for river operations, the Medusa and 
Ariadne, both of the same armament as the Nemesis, 
left Bombay on the 26th September. A strong force 
of seven ships of war and one steamer remain at Hong 
Kong and in Canton river, a force more than adequate 
to chastise the insolence of the southern provinces, 
should they attempt to at their former aggres- 
sions. In this state of things a considerable time 
must elapse ere we can expect further news of a very 
decisive character. 

INDIA. . 


The news from India is unimportant. That coun- 
continues, with the exception of occasional local 
broils, tolerably tranquil. From Scinde we learn 
that the important position of Shirkapore has been 
ceded to the British. The negotiations with Nuzzar 
Khan are also expected to terminate favorably.— 
Affghanistan, barring an occasional conflict between 
Shah Soojah’s troops and the neighboring mountain 
tribes, is quiet. Letters from Aden, dated October 
10, state that a force of 600 men and a gun had pro- 
ceeded inland and attacked a strong post of the Arabs 
with effect. The boldness of this act appears to have 
led to conciliatory offers on the part of the sultan. 
MEXICO. 

The New Orleans Crescent says: Santa Anna had 
succeeded in placing himself once more at the head 
of Mexican affairs. A convention was called to re- 
form the affairs of the country—and nine tenths of 
the mémbers were men opposed to Bustamente and 
readily resolved to depose him, and elevate Santa 
Anna in his stead. On Sunday the 14th of Oct. he 
took the oath of office as president of the republic. It 
is presumed that Santa Anna, will acknowledge the 
independence of Texas. 

TEXAS. 

Tne vice PRESIDENT OF. The White Hall N.Y. 
Chronicle says: Shadrick Burleson, better known 
hereabouts as Shad. Burleson, is now vice president 
of the republic of Texas. He is well known on the 
Champlain canal, as a boatman of 1834-5. He was 
engaged in building a boat at this place, about that 
time. By this together with irregular habits, and mis- 
calculations in business, he became embarrassed, took 
the Sabine slide—entered the Texan army—became 
colonel, and now vice president by over 2,000 majo- 
rity! Shad, was a “‘go-a-head” and a right sort of a 
Texan citizen we should think. 








NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


TREASURY NOTES. Treasury department, De- 
cember 2, 1841. Amount of treasury notes issued un- 
der the provisions of the acts of congress of 1837, 
1838, 1839, 1840 

Redeemed of that amount 





25,103,571 30 





Leaving outstanding 
Issued under act of February 15, 
1841, viz: 
Prior to the 4th of March, 673,681 32 
Since the 4th of March, 5,423,300 97 


Making 6,096,982 29 
Returned of that issue 445,890 68 
Leaving outstanding 











Making the aggregate outstanding Ist 
inst. $7,228,857 84 
W. FORWARD, sect. of the treasury. 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. A 
meeting of the friends of agriculture was held in the 
city of Washington lately, at which Solon Robinson, 
esq. presided, and J. F. Callan and John A. Smith, 
. were secretaries, when resolutions were adopt- 

ed declaring that the interests of agriculture required 


the formation of a national agricultural society. A 
second meeting was held on the 8th, and a commit-_ 
tee consisting of Messrs. J. M. Garnett, of Virginia, | 
Benjamin V. French, of Massachusetts, and Dixon 
H. Lewis, of Alabama, was chosen to prepare a_ 


draught of a constitution to be presented for appro- 


bation to the convention. The meeting is to reas-| 
|is now prostrated. 


semble on the 15th instant. 





DEATH OF A MEMBER OF CONGRESS. The ' the real seat of the disease. 





$26,681,337 53) Journal of Commerce into an error. 


$1,577,766 23 





5,651,091 61) 


the place of Mr. Ogle, from Somerset and Bedford 
counties in Pennsylvania, died recently at his resi- 
dence in Somerset, of apoplexy. Judge Black was 
highly esteemed for his many virtues. 


THE HON. DIXON H. LEWIS, of Alabama, 
an account of whose death was circulated in most of 
the public journals, and inserted in the last number 
of the Register, most agreeably and conclusively re- 
futed the statement, by making his appearance in the 
house of representatives on Wednesday last, ‘as large 
as life,” and in good health. Few men could be 
more cordially welcomed. 


NORTHEAST BOUNDARY. A hoax has been 
played off upon one of the penny papers of Boston, 
giving an account of a battle between the British and 

mericans on the lines, in which thirty lives were 
said to be lost. Accounts are received from the post 
up to the day of the reported affair. Major Graham 
has run his line 85 miles due north of the monument, 
which carries him six miles north of the St. John’s. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 

Imports ann Exports. The official report of the 
secretary of the treasury on the commerce of the U. 
States for the year ending 30th September, 1840, 
comprises a large volume, which has been but re- 
cently completed and distributed, and from the pages 
of which numerous extracts have been inserted in 
several of the last numbers of the Register. This 
report varies in its aggregate, slightly, from the an- 
nual report of the secretary of the treasury as sub- 
mitted at the commencement of the session of con- 
gress in December, 1840. 

The report as now offictally ascertained and pub- 
lished, shows the importations during the year end- 
ing Sept, 30, 1840, to have amounted to $107,141,519 
The amount as estimated by Secretary 

Woodbury in his annual report to 

congress, December, 1840, for same 

period was 








104,805,801 


Difference in importations $2,335,718 
The amount of exports as now Officially published 
is $132,085,946 
The amount as estimated in the trea- 
surer’s annual report to congress in 
December, 1840, was 





131,571,850 





Difference in exports $514,096 
This correction proves that instead of the exports 
of the year exceeding the imports by the sum of 
$26,766,059, as estimated by the secretary in his re- 

port of December, 1840, the exports 
$132,085,946 


being in fact 
And the imports 107,141,519 





The exports only exceeded the imports 

by the sum of $24,944,497 

The difference between the estimate submitted by 
the secretary of the treasury in his annual report, and 
the actual result as reported in detail in the volume 
alluded to, added to the delay in publishing the lat- 
ter we suspect has led the editor of the New York 
An article ap- 
peared in that paper of last week, and has from 
thence been extensively published in the public journ- 
nals, in which the sum reported by the secretary in 
December, 1840, is taken as the true amount of im- 
ports and exports of that year, and the sum as cor- 
rected in the official report in the volume as now re- 
ported, is assumed as the amount of imports and exports 
for the year ending 30th September, 1841—and the ag- 
gregate of the two years thus paraded makes the for- 
midable sum of $51,710,436 balance in favor of this 
country. We should like to find a result going so con- 
siderably towards the relief of the American people. 


| The estimates of the secretary of the treasury as to 


the imports and exports of the year 1841 will be gi- 
ven to congress we presume in a few days. 
Meantime the following table will shew that tho’ 
particular causes may operate, as in the year 1840, 
and perhaps in 1841, to produce a balance in our fa- 
vor, that balance but demonstrates the extent of ruin 
that suffering a current of trade to run on against us 
for a number of years has brought upon the country. 
We have been and are yet allowing foreign countries 
to restrict and interdict our articles at every point, 
tho’ admitting every luxury from them, almost free 
of duty—affording them all the benefit of ‘free trade” 
and submitting to their “restricted trade” —‘farming 
monopolies” —“corn laws” and the exaction of over a 
thousand per cent. upon our tobacco. This is the 
true cause of the difficulties under which this country 
All attempts to cure the evil 
by fiscal @xpedients will fall far short of reaching 
We must have a reci- 


Philadelphia United States Gazette states that the! procity of trade with those with whom we trade or 


hon. Henry Black, member of congress, elected in| 


we will have to sufler—and the measure of that suf- 


fering will be invariably grad a 
ering wi nvariably uated by foreigners, 
Whilst ever we can pay, they will furnish = om 
their gew-gaws to the very bottom of our purse, anq 
leave us to fight about the rates of the domestic ex. 
changes, which this weak and foolish policy has de. 
ranged for us, and to search in vain for any other 
than a shinplaster CmEKenn whilst they place a pre- 
mium upon every piece of coin in the country. 
Statement exhibiting the value of imports and exports 
annually, from 1791 to 1841. 





Years. Imports. Exports. poi hd Excess of 
1791 $52,000.000 $19,012,041 $32,987,959 aia 
1792 31 500,000  20,753.098 10,746,902 

1793 31,100,000 26,109.572 4,990,428 

1794 34,600,000 33,026,233 1,573,767 

1795 69,756,268 47,989,472 21,766,796 

1796 81,436,164 67,064,097 14,372.067 

1797 75,379,406 56,850,206 18,529,200 

1798 68,551,700 61,527,097 _—7,024,603 

1799 79,068,148 78,665,522 402,626 

1800 91252,768 70,971,780 280,988 

1801 111,363,511 94,115,925 17,247,586 

1802 76,333,333 72,483,160  3,850.173° 

1803 64,666,666 55,800,033 8.866.633 

1804 85,000,000 77,699,074 7,300,926 

1805 120,000,000 95,566,021 24,433.975 

1806 129,000,000 101,536,963 27,463,037 

1807 138,000,000 108,343,150 29,656,850 

1808 56,990,000 22,430,960 — 34,559,040 

1809 59,400,000  52,203.231 7.196.769 

1810 85400,000 66,757,974 18 642,026 

1811 53,400,000 61,316. 83iq —-- $7,916,931 
1812 77,030,000 38,527,236 38,502,764 . 
1813 22.005,000 27,855,997 é 5,850,997 
1814 12,965,000 - 6,927,441 6,037,559 
1815 113,041.274 52,557,753 60,483 521 

1816 147,103,000 81,920,452 65,182,548 

1817 99,250,000 87,671,569 11,578,431 

1818 121,750,000 93,281,133 258.468.3867 

1819 87,125,000 70,142521  16,9821479 

1820 74,450,000 69,691,669 4.753331 © 
1821 62,585,724 64,974,382 : 2,388,653 
1822 §3.241,541 72 160,281 11,081,260 
1823 77,579,267 74,699,030 2.880.237 

1824 80.549,007 —-'75.986,657 4,562,350 

1825 96.340075 99,535 388 : 3,195,313 
1826 84,974,477 77,595,322 7,379,155 

1827 79,484,068 82,321,827 : 2,840,759 
1828 88,509,824 72,264,686 16,245,138 
1829 74402527 72,358,671 2,133,856 

1830 70.876,920  73;849,508 : 2,972,588 
1831 103191,124 81,310,583 21,880,541 

1832 101,029.66 87,176,943 13,852,323 

1833 108,118,311 90,140,423 17,977,878 

1834 126,521,332 104,336,973 22,184,359 

1835 149,895,742 121,698,577 28,202,165 

1836 189,980.035  128.663,040 61,316,995 

1837 140,989,217 117,419,376 23.560,801 

1838 113,717,404 103,486,616 5.230.783 

1839 162,092,132 121,028,416 41,063,716 

1840 107,141,519 132,085,946 - 24,944,497 


Systems are tested by aggregate results. Here 
are the actual proceeds of our existing system as 
operating for fifty yeas. The exports exceeded the 
imports in only seven out of the fifty. Excluding 
the year 1840, and the total amount of the excess in 
the other six of those years was but twenty-five mil- 
lions—with that year the excess of exports was al- 
together $50,109,573 whilst the excess of imports 
during the remaining forty-four of the fifty years is 
$803,428,630! In the whole fifty years the excess of 
importations over exports is seven hundred and /fifly- 
three millions three hundred and nineteen thousand, three 
hundred and fifty-seven dollars—being an average of over 
Sifteen millions of dollars! What other nation on earth 
could have sustained such a drain. Take the period 
since the enactment of the compromise bill and the 
progressive reduction of the tariff thereunder, up 
to 1839 inclusive, and the average excess of im- 
ports was nearly thirty millions annually. This was 
coutinued until our resources and credit both failed, 
and disaster is upon us. 

COLUMBIA RIVER. The Bangor Whig pub- 
lishes the following extract from a letter received by 
a friend, dated Honolulu, Sandwich Islands, May 6, 
1841: 

‘“‘Our latest dates from the United States are May 
12, 1841, giving an account of the death of gen. Har- 
rison. We have also received Tyler’s address. Our 
dates from China are up to the 20th May, 41. The 
United States ship Peacock and schooner Flying Fish 
were here in June last, on their way to Columbia ri- 
ver, two months behind their time. The Vincennes 
and Porpoise arrived at the Columbia river in May 
last. Capt. Wilkes gives a highly flattering descrip- 
tion of the country—he will make a thorough survey 
of it before he quits it. Lhope Capt. Wilkes’ official 
report will open the eyes of Uncle Sam to his inte- 
rest on our northwest coast. Great Britain has held 
and stil] holds, through the agency of the Hudson’s 
Bay company, exclusive jurisdiction of the beautiful 
country, their treaty of neutrality with our govern- 
ment to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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«Several Americans of enterprise have attempted 
a scfisment in the country, but they have been | 
check-mated by oppressive monopoly, until they were | J. E. Blake, and A. W. 
fairly starved out, and obliged to return. The char- | ants to Capt. Graham. re 
ter of the Hudson Bay company has recently been, Capt. G. W. Hughes, ordered on survey in Louisi- 








Capt. C. Graham, under orders for a military re- 
connaissance, in the vicinity of New Orleans. Lieuts. 
Whipple, ordered as asssist- 


Comptroller’s office, Albany, 25th Nov. 1841. 
Statement of the situation of the safety fund: 
The amount of the capital remaining 
30th September, 1841 $485,487 99 
The advances from the treasury since that 


ners.— 
us With 
se, and 
Stic ex- 


has de- 
y other 
ea pre- 


exports, 


Ee rCEess of 
exports. 


57,916,831 
5,850,997 


2,388,653 


3,195,313 
2,840,759 


2,972,588 


24,944,427 
ts. Here 
system as 
‘eeded the 
Excluding 


renewed with an additional grant of two millions 
pounds sterling intended expressly for the settlement 
of the disputed territory. And they are now erect- 
ing tem buildings on every valuable lot of Jand 
wilksite i the country. Capt. Wilkes says the 
harbor at Pagot sound, is the finest he ever anchored in, 
in any part of the world. We have an almost incal- 
culable amount of commerce in the Pacific, and yet 
allow John Bull quiet and undisturbed possession of 
the only harbor that belongs to us this side of Cape 
Horn. You are aware that they have already taken 
ossession of New Zealand, and broken up and ex- 
cluded our fishermen from those seas—they have also 
taken possession of the Falkland Island (which af- 
fords an excellent harbor) and forbidden our ves- 
sels cruising for whales within three leagues of the 
land. * * * * * * 
“The “stars and stripes” are set at half mast this 
day, over our roof, on account of the intelligence re- 
ceived of the death of General Harrison.” 


INDIANS. Tue Carawsas. 





According to the 


report of the Indian Agent laid before our legislature | 


at the present session, this tribe of the only Indians 
now inhabiting South Carolina, has dwindled to 51 
individuals, of whom 6 only are men, the rest being 
women and children. The agent proposes that a 
tract of 500 acres of land in York District be bought 
for them, and presumes that from their idle habits, 
they will not cultivate of the same more than 75 
acres. The proposed tract borders on extensive 
forests; is well adapted to the culture of grain; and 
can be purchased for 4 dollars per acre. Ch. Cour. 


Tue Wyanvotts. Negotiations have been im pro- 
gress with the Wyandotts for some months past for the 
sale of all their lands in Ohio to the United States, 
and then to emigrate tothe west. Bya vote of the male 
portion of the tribe, assembled by their chiefs in coun- 
cil, on the 22d of Nov. it was determined, without a 
division, to authorise the chiefs to enter into a treaty 
of cession and removal. 

The tribe decided, however, by a majority of two 
votes, that the sum offered by the United States 
commissioner was two small. 
ston, the United States commissioner, in a communi- 
cation to the State Journal remarks—“thus it is vir- 
tually settled that the last tribe of the natives within 
the territory of Ohio, will soon be prepared to leave 
us, and take up their residence near to their former 
friends, the Shawnees and Delawares, southwest of 
Missouri.” 

The Wyandotts hold some of the fairest section of 
our state in the vicinity of Upper Sandusky, are most- 
ly civilized, and elect their chiefs annually. The 
discussion on the subject of the proposed treaty was 
conducted with frankness and fairness, and with per- 


Colonel John John- | 


ana. Lieutenants L. Sitgreaves, I. W. Woodruff, 
and-R: M. McLane, ordered as assistants to Captain 
Hughes. 


ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. Capt. E. Harding, order- 
ed to command of Allegheny arsenal. 

Cap. J. Williamson, to command of Charleston 
depot. 

jeut. G. H. Talcott, to command of Augusta, Ga. 

arsenal. 

Lieut. J. M. Morgan, to command of Mount Ver- 
non, Ala. arsenal. 

Lieut. A. B. Dyer, to Watervliet arsenal. 

[.4. & NW. Chron. 


Late FLorma news has been received at Savan- 
nah. Halleck Hadjo who was sent recently into the 
interior to confer with his band, had returned to Pi- 
latka, bringing with him 17 warriors. At Tampa the 
balance of Neathucke Emathla’s and of Tigertail’s 
people were coming in slowly. They were much 
scattered and could not be found by the runners with- 
out much time and trouble. 

A letter from Indian Key, in the Norfork Herald 
of Saturday, dated the 12th announces the sailing of 
the great expedition through the everglades, the 
schooners at Indian Key were to join on the 15th, at 
Fort Dallas. Dr. E. McKinley of the schooner Otse- 
go, had died of congestive fever. 


Fort Mirruwn. The troops ordered to garrison 
Fort Mifflin, have arrived at their quarters. They 
number in all, including the staff, seventy men. The 
officers and their families have taken up their abode 
in the fort, which has since assumed quite a cheerful 
aspect. 


THE NAVY. 


Court MARTIAL. We learn from the Army and 
Navy Chronicle, that the court martial to meet at 
Philadelphia on the 13th inst. for the trial of capt. 
Bolton, and such other officers as may be brought be- 
fore it, consists of commodore Jacob Jones, president. 
Commodores John Downes, Henry E. Ballard, E. P. 
Kennedy, John B. Nicolson, W. B. Shubrick and 
capt. Daniel Turner, members. Charles H. Win- 
der, esq. of Baltimore, judge advocate. 


Home sqvuapron: Active preparations are in 
progress for getting this squadron ready for sea. 
Commodore Stewart will hoist his broad pendant on 
board the Independence. By reference to our navy 
head, it will be seen that captain F. A. Parker has 
been ordered to the command of the frigate Colum- 
bia, and captain J. Gallagher’ to the command of the 
razee Independence. Several other officers have 
also been ordered to the different vessels, but we 








time to redeem safety fund bank notes 106,031 00 


Balance of safety fund 24th Nov. 1841 $379,456 00 

Under the provisions of the act of 26th 
May, 1841, the comptroller has given 
a bo the safety fund rent =~ 
they will be required to rcen 
upon their capital, on the Wa dey of 
January next, which would produce 

And there will be due from several banks 
who have not yet paid their original 
contribution of 3 per cent. on first Ja- 
nuary next 





158,776 24 


31,175 00 





Which would make the whole amount of 
safety fund 

From which is to be deducted the 5 per 
cent. of the Bank of Buffalo, and Com- 
mercial bank of Buffalo, since sus- 
pended 


$569,408 23 


3,000 00 


Leaving the balance, Ist January, 1842 $566,408 23 

The comptroller has no authority to redeem the 
bills of a suspended bank until the chancellor makes 
the order required by the act of 8th of May, 1837, 
which provides that; 

“It shall be lawful for the chancellor upon the cer- 
tificate of one or more of the bank commissioners 
that the amount of the debts of such banking corpo- 
ration, over and above its property and effects, will 
not exceed two-thirds of the amount of the bank 
fund then paid in and invested, exclusive of all prior 
established claims thereon, to make an order upon 
the comptroller authorising him to take such mea- 
sures as he may deem necessary for the immediate 
payment of the ordinary bank bills or notes of such 
banking corporation then in circulation, out of the 
bank fund then paid in and invested.” 

Upon filing a certified copy of the chanceller’s or- 
der, under this section, and ‘not before, the comptrol- 
ler is authorised to make provision for the redemp- 
tion of the bills, nor is there any authority, without 
such prior order, to receive the bills of a suspended 
bank in payment for tolls, or other indebtedness at 
the treasury, which of course would be virtually re- 
deeming them in anticipation, as nothing else but 
such uncurrent notes would in that case be offered in 
payment, until the whole circulation was exhausted. 

n relation to the recent failures of the Bank of 
Buffalo and the Commercial bank of Buffalo, the bank 
commissioners were not able to give the required 
certificate, and the chancellor could therefore, make 
no order upon the comptroller, authorising him to 
redeein. 

The safety fund, as the law now stands, is only to be 
replenished by the annual contribution of the banks of 





: : refer waiting, as usual, until the lists are complete, | one-half per cent. upon their capital; and unless fur- 
EXCESS IN fect good feeling. [Cleveland Herald. pefore we eblish them. No commanders for the | ther legislative provision is ay the bills of the 
'y-five mil- THE ARMY steam ships have yet heen designated. above banks cannot be redeemed from the eiety 
+ was oi asisetns otihiin’ Me 71 [Army & Navy Chron. Dec. 2. fund, until the annual contributions so far replenis 
ors ; . . ie . 
ty fours is Head quarters of the army, adj’t gen’ls office. The Army and Navy Chronicle states that it is in - yoveed o a pig gas Hk ere 
5 excess of Washington, Nov. 18, 1841. | contemplation to increase the number of naval ren- shall i He the: onder , 
! and fifty The following addition to the general regulations |dezvous. Portland, Me. will be one; commander J. JOHN A. COLLIER comptroller. 
usand, three for the army, received from the secretary of war, is |S. Paine has been ordered thither as recruiting offi- : “a, Bie 
rage of over published for the government of the army: cer, and the brig Consort, under the command of 
ym on earth Articie XLII, paragraph 237. ‘But such detail | lieut. A. Lewis, will be employed as receiving ves- PENNSYLVANIA. 
the period must always be made by the officer appointing the |sel. New Orleans will be another. The ship Onta- THE INTEREST ON THE STATE DEBT. We have 
sill and the court, and in no case can the authority to supply va- | rio will be sent thither. aren 8 letter from a high source at Harrisburgh, 
“eunder, up cancies in a court martial be delegated to any other which says—‘It gives me pleasure to state the inte- 
ess of in- officer.” J. GC. SPENCER.” rest on our public debt, due Feb. 1, will be promptly 
“y This was Department of war, Nov. 16, 1841. STATES OF THE UNION. paid without recourse to loans. The balance in the 


both failed, 


By command of Maj. Gen. Scott: 
R. JONES, adj. gen. 


GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 74. 





A NEW STATE PROPOSED. 
A communication has appeared in the National 


treasury this day, (Nov. 30), is $1,109,922; of which 
the sum of at least $750,900 is available. The two 
heaviest months of the receipts are yet to come be- 


bie it ‘Plead Guasiors of thé extn. aint ’ ; Intelligencer, over the signature of “A Member of | fore the interest is payable, and the receipts for said 
bites by aaron Y Wadhincton. fv 6 ret. Congress,” proposing to divide the state of Tennessee rey a ay Me pugs 4 ary eer at from 
nds, May 6, The following regulation, received from the secre- | Mto two states. The writer says he only aed ee th t th cireds of th treaauky © i ot hity be 
tary of war, is published for the government of the °Pportunity to urge it upon congress, but prefers that = My ve hy Ae pth “e : bi i min herd 
es are May army: the proposition should originate with the legislature ie adi aed © inter ; ‘AL He ik By “und 
f gen. Har- “The bureau denominated ‘the clothing bureau,’ | Of Tennessee. He proposes to eall the new state “Ties te Shi contnal's coniinmnetea that tileth 
jress. Our attached to the war department, is abolished, and |“! RANKLAND.” to | ee the regal ros sont the idee ha ‘ 
41. The the duties conducted by the officer in charge since it rene ie counties a n the baitke undert e fesoluition 
Flying Fish was established, are transferred to the quartermas- NEW YORK. of May 5, to make up any deficit, if such there 


Yolumbia ri- 
es Vincennes 
iver in May 
ing deserip- 
ough survey 


ter’s department. See Articte LXXXII, army regu- 
lations. 

“After the 30th of November, all estimates for 
clothing and camp equipage will be made to the 
quartermaster general-” J. C. SPENCER.” 





THE SAFETY FUND. 
From the Albany Evening Journal. 
Comptroller's office, Albany, 24th Nov. 1841. 
Tnuurtow WEED, Esa. 


should be. Under all these circumstances, there 
cannot for a moment remain a doubt as to the inte- 
rest being punctually paid.” [ Bicknell’s Rep, 


VIRGINIA. 


’ ial tment of Dear Sir: In answer to numerous enquiries in re- ; 
Set By eer oes pate : —: lation to the redemption of the bills of the Bank of} The legislature of this state met on Monday, and 
ain has held J: R JONES Adj't Gen. Buffalo.and Commercial bank of Buffalo, | send you} was organized by the re-election, without opposition, 
1e Hudson’s : i, for publication a statement showing the situation of | of John W. Nash, as speaker of the senate, and V. W. 
he. beautiful ToPOoGRAPHIAL ENGINEERS. Captains A. Canfield | the safety fund, and the provision of the laws apper-} Southall, (whig), speaker of the house of delegates— 
our goverD- and G. W. Hughes, and lieut. K. M. McLane have! taining to the subject. Very respectfully, yotr obe-| the latter gentleman having been chosen’ by a majo- 


returned from their visits to Europe. 


dient servant, JOHN A. COLLIER. 











rity of five votes over Joel Holleman, (opposition). 
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There was a remarkably full attendance of the mem- 
bers, especially of those belonging to the house of 
delegates, only five of whom were absent—two whigs 
and three Van Buren men. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The hon. Richard Gantt, long known as law judge 
of this state, on the 30th ult. in a very handsome let- 
ter to the legislature of the state, tendered his resig- 
nation of that office, which was accepted. In addi- 
tion to some highly complimentary resolutions, one 
year’s salary ($3,500) was appropriated for his use, 
to be paid him at the adjournment of the legislature. 


ALABAMA. 

LecisLtatuRe. The paragraph which was extract- 
ed from a Pittsburg paper into our last number, stat- 
ing that the legislature of this state had adjourned, 
proves to be incorrect. 


-Exection or a Unitep Srates senator. The 
Tuscaloosa flag of the Union, of the 24th ult. says: 
‘“‘We stop the press to announce the result of the 
election to-day. The hon. A. P. Bagby was elected 
United States senator, to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the resignation of Governor Clay.” 


MISSISSIPPI. 
Governor McNott, THE ELECTION AND THE STATE 
Bonps. Governor McNutt addressed the following 
letter to the editors of the Richmond Enquirer, ac- 





companied with copies of his letter to the European | 


bankers, Hope & Co. which correspondence may be 
found on page 388 of the National Register, vol. X. 
Jackson, ( Miss.) Nov. 10, 1841. 


the sale of ten and a half millions of bonds autho- 
rized to be given by Gwin to the Union Bank. Ir 1s | 
TRUE I sIGNED AS GOVERNOR THE CHARTER OF THE | 
BANK. I DID 80 IN OBEDIENCE_TO THE PUBLIC WILL. [| 
warned the people of the evil consequences of en-' 
paging the state as security for reckless speculators. 
he action of this state, I earnestly hope, will for- 

ever destroy the ruinous ye of borrowing money | 
abroad to be wasted in banking and visionary sys-’ 
tems of internal improvement. Yours, truly, 

A. G. McNUTT. 


Erection. Parties in the legislature it is said will 
stand. 
Senate. House. Total. 
Van Buren 21 61 82 
Whigs 10 41 51 
Majorities, 1] 20 31 


All of the Van Buren, and it is said three of the 
whigs are against paying state bonds. 


TENNESSEE. 





————— 

Prior to 1834, pupils were received at 4 years of 
age; since then, from 6 to 16 years of age. this 
change in the law, many — were excluded from 
the schools that year, who had previously been en- 
rolled before. 
The board of examiners and inspectors of common 
schools report that the close of the annual examing- 
tions of the common schools has removed all doubt 
as to their actual condition, and allayed any fears 
that may have been felt for their future prospects.— 
The state of the times—necessary changes of teach- 


ers, either by the introduction of new ones, or the 


transfer of old ones to new locations—the unusual 
falling off of pupils of older classes from causes yn- 
necessary to mention, as well as the great want of 
regularity of attendance of those remaining—all these 
facts had prepared the board of examiners to antie}- 
pate a decided falling back from the high standard 
which the schools have hitherto maintained. The 
board are gratified, however, to be able to say, that 
their apprehensions, in this respect, have been most 
agreeably disappointed—that the children, on the 





Senators. The Nashville Banner of the 23d ult. 
states that Mr. Speaker Turney announced in the, 
senate of Tennessee, on the previous day, his deter- 
mination to bring on the senatorial election, and | 
moved to take up his resolution to elect a senator to | 
congress for six years; but at the request of gentle- 
men, who remarked that several senators were not 
in their seats, consented to have it laid on the table 
for one day. He said he might disappoint his politi- 
cal friends in the senate by taking this step; but he 
represented a whig district; his constituents had been 


kind to him—and besides, he believed it was right to 





To the editors of the Richmond Enquirer: 


whole, never appeared better—the teachers never 
more earnest; nor both, in better apparent spirit to 
realize all that a sound philanthropy could expect 
from these most interesting and important instity- 
tions of the public bounty. 

There are several matters, however, in the econo- 
my of the schools which, in the progress of the exa- 
mination, have attracted the attention of the board 
and upon which they would offer a few suggestions, 

Ist. Teachers should be transferred from old to 
new rooms, only in cases of the clearest necessity. 

2d. In some of the rcoms, indeed in al! of them, to 





bring on the election. He also introduced a bill, 


a certain degree, the system of ventilation is imper- 


fe 


. . . . e 
Sir. The election for state and county officers took | providing that the two houses should hereafter meet | °“ Elie. 
place in this state on the first and second days of in conyention—as they have always hitherto met by | 4), 3d. Four hours’ confinement, at one session, is, in 


this month. The result is known here, and all the | resolution—-to elect senators to congress, whenever | 


counties have been heard from except six. The 
anti-bond ticket has succeeded by an average majori- 
ty near three thousand votes. Tilghman M. Tucker 
is elected governor; William McKendree, Gwin and 


‘such elections are to be had. 





OHIO. 


Cincinnati Pusiic Scuoorts. The trustees and 


e opinion of the examiners, entirely and even worse 
than unwise, positively hurtful, if not cruel. The 
number of hours should be less thought about, than 
the exact time that should be found, by experience, 
to be best adapted to the cheerfullest, as well as full- 


Jacob Thompson representatives in congress; Augus-| visiters made reports in 1830, ’33, °34, 36, andin June | est, development of the capacities of children, in gi- 


tus B. Saunders auditor of public accounts; Richard 
S. Graves, state treasurer; and John D. Freeman, 
attorney general. These gentlemen are all demo- 
crats. We have probably lost our secretary of state 
by running two candidates, (Woodwards and Wil- 
liams.) 

The legislature will consist of twenty-one or twen- 
ty-two anti-bondmen in the senate; and from fifty- 
eight to sixty-two representives in the house. The 
bondmen will have from ten to eleven senators, and 
from thirty-six to forty representatives. It is quite 
certain that the anti-bondmen will have a majority 
of two-thirds in each branch of the legislature. This 
result will astound many persons abroad, who are 
ignorant of the grounds on which the state resists 
the payment of the five millions of dollars in state 
bonds delivered to the Mississippi Union Bank, and 
negotiated by that institution. 1 send you a copy of 
my letter to Hope & Co. and request you to publish 
the same in the Enquirer. Our senator, Robert J. 
Walker, and our representatives, Gwin and Thomp- 
son, sustain me in the positions I have taken. A 
demand will probably be made on the government of 
the United States for the payment of the bonds re- 
ferred to. 
ing question. 


this state PREFER GOING TO WAR TO PAYING THE BONDS. 


The whig candidates for governor and members of | 


the legislature generally pledged themselves to op- 
pose any bill intended to tax the people, to pay either 
the principal or interest of these bonds. But for 
this and national politics, the state would have been 
almost unanimous in opposing the payment of the 
bonds. 


The Mississippi Union Bank is hopelessly insolvent, 
end’ as made an assignment of all her effects to her 


president, (Elliot), cashier, (Clopton), and attorney, 182 


(Scott). This was done for the benefit of all her 


creditors, and to save the wreck of her fortunes. | 


She was sued in the federal court for about $300,000. 
Her circulation is near two millions two hundred 
thousand dollars. She gives each assignee $4,000 
per annum, in specie or its equivalent. With good 
management, her circulation may eventually be paid. 
The whole stock is sunk. Her paper is now selling 
at thirty-five cents to the dollar. 


Ihave been a subscriber to your paper for more than 
twenty years. I am a native of Virginia. I am not 
and never have been a stockholder or debtor of the 
Mississippi Union Bank. I never requested it to loan 
money to myself or friends. As senator I voted 


against its charter, and have always opposed pledg- | 


ing the faith of the state for banking purposes. At the 
risk of my life and political aspirations I prevented 


annually, for 1838, °39 and °40. 
1841. 


} 


And the same for 


Statement of receipts and expenditures for common schools 
for the year ending June 30, 1841. 
Tuition fund. 


$1,947 90 was due from the city, $18,497 20 was in 
taxes for 1840, and $4,800 00 was the city’s propor- 
tion of $200,000 appropriated to school purposes by 
the state. The expenditures for the same. period 
amounted to $20,175 13, leaving a balance in the 
treasury June 30th, 1841, of $9,571 04. 

| Building fund. Balance of preceding year $8,238 
41, receipts $7,026 13, total $15,264 54. Expen- 
ditures $8,493 71, leaving balance in treasury of 
$6,770 54. 

The annual abstract of the schools for the present 
year shews that there are of male teachers 20; female 
teachers 49; total teachers 69. Number of pupils en- 
rolled 6,081; pupils withdrawn 2,593; pupils remain- 
ing 3,488; pupils in daily attendance 2,714. 

The number of male and female pupils attending 
the schools is about equally divided. 

| The schools are so organized that the pupils of each 


This will raise an exciting and perplex- sex are generally taught in separate appartments. 
This state has defined her position, | 


and will maintain it, be the consequences what they 
may. I firmly believe that four-fifths of the people of 


They also have their respective play grounds, which 
are divided by substantial walls or fences. 
| Statement of moneys received for tuition purposes from 
1829 to 1840, showing the amount received for each 
year, the amount expended, and the balance remaining 
| at the close of each year; also the number of teachers 
| employed, and the number of pupils enrolled each year. 





























| Péles 
— Received Tinietstell | Balance 3% aS 

S pert ie < " jremaining.| 5 2| 3 5 
i» = \5 

829] $10,991 40 ) | $5,590 32\ $5,401 08 
including ta 

iance of 1828. 

1830 7,167 43} 8,115 22) 4,453 29] 22 |2103 
183] 8,067 68} 8,111 09! 4,409 88) 25 |2200 
1832 *9 869 28] 7,778 71) 4,552 55} 28 |2250 
1833 10,146 85} 8,580 88! 5,118 51] 29 |2300 
1834 9,932 68} 9,449 78) 6,601 41] 30 |2300 
1835 11,582 70} 12,161 74| 5,422 37] 43 |2400 
| 1836 15,098 35| 17,706 22} 2,814 50} 44 |2450 
| 1837 16,413 62] 18,991 29] 236 83] 47 |2600 
1838 24,252 47/ 22,003 99| 2,485 31] 53 |2900 
1839 22,812 97) 20,797 21) 4,501 07| 64 |4480 
' 1840 25,245 10| 20,175 13) 9,571 04) 63 |5121 
1841 | 69 (6081 





| *$1,947 90 of this sum was used this year lor otuer city 
purposes, and refunded by the city—which is included 
in the amount of 1840. 


Receipts were $29,746 17 of which | 
| $4,501 07 was the balance left of the preceding year, 


ven courses of study and at given ages. 

4th. The number of pupils to a teacher is entirely 
too great in many of the rooms. . 

5th. The discipline is quite too imperfect in regard 
to regularity of attendance, or rather, in this particu- 
lar, there seems to be no discipline at all. 

6th. The examiners cannot estimate too highly the 
importance of periodical examinations. " 

7th. The attention of the public, especially of pa- 
rents, is, as the examiners conceive, of the greatest 
importance at the examinations. Their countenance 
is expected, and their aid demanded. 

8th. The examiners could with no propriety dis- 
criminate in their estimation of the schools. It is 
sufficient for their present purpose, without pledging 
themselves to any rule for the future in this regard, 
that no school has fallen behind just expectation 
whether in teaching or in discipline. They, however, 
fee] that they do no violence to the principle of non- 
discrimination, when they mention with particular 
and deep interest the signal success of the schools 
for the benefit our German population. The provi- 
sion for these schools has been singularly wise; not 
wiser, however, than the election of teachers has 
been fortunate, in carrying out the benevolent and 
patriotic purpose, of raising up, in our midst, a people 
of singular capacity and hope, to aid a true Ameri- 
can population, as a part of it, in developing and sus- 
taining the great principles of republican liberty. 
Our German friends, in this respect, are entitled to 
our warmest greetings and our deepest sympathies. 
They may feel assured, that they have both. It is 
for them, to accommodate themselves to institutions, 
which we shall hope, may be unchangeable, unless 
for the better, in all coming time; and for us, to bid 
them God speed, in that progress of intelligence in 
our literature, our customs and peculiar politics, that 
shal] make them one with us in the great work of 
moral growth, political advancement, and true Chris- 
tian civilization. 

The standing committee on common schools, from 
the city council, report that in pursuance of the act of 
the state, passed March 19, 1841, the trustees and visi- 
ters have, during the last year, established two German 
English schools, with five teachers. In devising a 
system of instruction and a suitable mode of conduct- 
ing these schools, the trustees have encountered some 
difficulties. The undertaking being entirely new, it 
is natural to suppose that embarrassments would pre- 
sent themselves in adopting a system on which these 
schools should be established and permanently con- 
ducted. The plans adopted and hitherto pursued, 
are considered by the trustees rather as experiments 
than as a system to be permanently adhered to. In 
these we find nothing to condemn and much to ap- 
prove; and we are of opinion, that the trustees are 
pursuing the right course in order to discover the best 
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method of carrying into effect the designs of the le- 
gislature. 


The trustees have also, in pursuance of the provi- 
sions of said law, established three evening schools 
during the past year. These schools are designed 
for the special benefit of young men, over twelve 
years of age, who, by their occupations through the 
day, are debarred the privilege of attending the day 
schools. It is painful to learn, that those schools 
have to a great extent failed of accomplishing the 
benevolent designs which led to their establishment. 
The young persons, for whose benefit they were es- 
tablished, have generally neglected to attend them; 
and the committee unite with the trustees in recom- 
mending, that the evening schools be hereafter con- 
fined to the winter season, when the evenings are 
longer, and the labors of the day generally less fati- 
guing than at other seasons. They would also 
strongly recommend that an appeal be made to such 
young men, and also to their parents and guardians, 
urging them to avail themselves of these opportuni- 
ties for improvement, generally the last for them, 
before entering upon the active duties of life. 

The city is divided into 14 school districts. 


Tue Muskincum IMPROVEMENTS. The Zanesville 
papers notice the completion of the improvements on 
the Muskingum river. Steamboats have been plying 
for several days from Zanesville to Marietta and Pitts- 
burgh, and the Gazette states the departure of the 
Muskingum for Cincinnati. 


CoLorep ConveNTION AND CoLony PROPOSED. On 
the 23d October, a meeting of colored persons met at 
Warren, Trumbull county, Ohio, at which it was re- 
solved that the interest of colored persons would be 
promoted by forming a settlement at some point 
where land is cheap, and the laws not oppressive. 


-It was also recommended that a convention of color- 


ed persons from Ohio and the adjoining states be 
held at Massillon on the Ist day of December next, 
to consult on the subject. 


INDIANA. 

Pusiic pesr. The Louisville Journal gives an 

interesting account of the financial condition of In- 

diana, which we have condensed below. 
The public debt of the state exceeds $14,000,000 

and it was contracted as follows: 

1832, for the Wabash and Erie canal $100,000 00 

1834, for the stock to subscribe for 
state bank 

1835, for the Wabash and Erie canal 

1835, for the state bank 

1836, for the Wabash and Erie canal 

1836, for the general internal improve- 
ment system 

1836, for the Lawrenceburg and In- 
dianapolis rail road company 

1837, for the Wabash and Erie canal 

1837, for the general internal im- 
provement system 

1837, for the Lawrenceburg and Indi- 
ana rail road company 

1838, for the general internal improve- 
ment system 

1839, for the Wabash and Erie canal 

1839, for the general internal improve- 
ment system 

1839, for the state bank 

1839, for the state bank, instead of 
fourth instalment of surplus revenue, 
which was to have been invested 
in bank stock 

1839, for the Indianapolis and Madison 
real road company 

1840, for the amount advanced by the 
state bank on the public works 

1841, for the treasury notes issued to 
contractors of public works 


500,000 00 
605,257 42 
890,000 00 
241,742 58 


850,000 00 


100,000 00 
380,000 00 


1,650,000 00 
121,000 00 
1,800,000 00 


1,632,000 00 
1,000,000 00 


294,000 00 
455,000 00 
629,453 00 
1,500,000 00 


Making $13.148,453 00 
to which must be added the bonds hypothecated last 


winter for money to pay the January interest, and 
forfeited, also the July interest which is unpaid, and 
the interest on treasury notes, and the total is more 
than $14,000,000, exclusive of the three instalments 
of surplus revenue. We have also omitted the Wa- 
bash and Erie canal scrip issued to carry on that 
work, now, for nearly two years, receivable for 


debts due that fund for canal lands sold and for lands 
yet to be sold. 


In negotiating the above loans moreover, the re- 
ceipts of the state have fallen more than $3,000,000 
below her obligations. This has resulted from the 
practice of selling bonds on credit, and. the failure 
of the purchasers to pay. Upon these purchasers 
the state has now a claim to the amount of about 
$3,000,000, which it is not expected will be realized 
in any considerable degree. 








The utmost the state can now hope from these 
claims is that the parties, so long as they fail to pay 
the principal of their debt, should pay the interest 
on the bonds they have received. This will exempt 
the state at present from the payment of the inte- 


rest on, say— 
$3,000,000 
The dividend received from 
the bank stock, about 8 per 
cent. may pay the interest 
on the bonds contracted for 
stock 
The amount advanced to the 
state on the fourth instal- 


$1,390,000 


ment 294,000 
And the amount advanced on 
the public works 629,453 
2,313,453 





The Lawrenceburg and Indianapolis 
rail road company pays interest on 
the money they received 

The Madison rail road company pays 
interest on the money they received 


221,000 
455,000 


$5,989,453 

which deducted from the total debt of the state, 

Jeaves about $8,000,000, on which the interest is 
otherwise to be provided for. 
Of this sum, $6,500,000 is at 
the rate of at least 5 per 


cent. $325,000 
$1,500,000 of treasury notes, 
6's. 90,000 


$415,000 
which is the sum that must be annually raised for 
interest alone. The expenses of the state govern- 
ment are about $100,000 per annum. 

The question now arises, what has been done with 
the money actually derived from the sale of the 
state bonds. We answer, it has been disbursed in 
the construction of works of internal improvement 
throughout the state, projected so as to extend alto- 
gether fourteen hundred miles. 

The most expensive of these works is the Wabash 
and Erie canal, which was commenced in 1832. But 
in the session of the legislature of 1835—’6, the 
system of internal improvement was adopted. The 
bill passed providing for the construction of twelve 
pnblic works, rail roads, canals, and turnpikes, in 
‘addition to the Wabash and Erie canal. In the fol- 





\lowing spring they were commenced simultaneously. | 


‘Even different points of the same work were begun 
-atonce. The estimate for them all was abouteigh- 
teen millions—the law appropriated ten. 
| In the fall of 1839, the purchasers of the state 
i bonds having failed to pay, and the credit of the 
state being no longer available, the whole system of 
operations was paralyzed. On the first of Novem- 
ber the total expenditures amounted to about seven 
millions, and it was then estimated that the total cost 


three millions. 


-| This is little more than 





- 





ties on the river, it is computed that the improved 
land does not exceed forty per cent. But allowing 
the total cultivated soil in the state to amount to 
three millions of acres, it will be seen that little sur- 
plus can be be produced beyond the sustenance of the 
population. According to the late census, the total 
number of people in the state amounts to nearly 
680,000. Allowing 150,000 of these to be holders of 
land bought of congress within the last five years 
and consequently exempt from taxation, there will 
remain five hundred and thirty thousand to derive 
their support from this three million of acres be- 
fore any thing can be applied to public purposes.— 

five acres and a half to each 
person. Certainly this is a small allowance. The 
land could not be rented for more than two dollars 
and a half per acre per annnm, which would amount 
to less than fourteen dollars per head. It is the la- 
bor of about one person in five of this pe ulation, on 
its soil, that sustains the community. Indiana has no 
commercial thoroughfares or large cities, by which 
she can make the commerce of other states tributary, 
nor has she any manufactures of profit or conse- 
quence. She is even very inadequately supplied with 
capital for agriculture, for stock, and the various fa- 
cilities of tillage. ‘The total of her taxable property, 
including land, stock, merchandise, &c. at the as- 
sessment of the most prosperous times, was about 
one hundred and seven millions. This was in 1837 
°38, and the subsequent change has diminished the 
assessment to ninety-one millions. And this valua- 
tion of her property was made when that of Ohio 
was not assessed at as much by eight millions, al- 
though Ohio had more than double the population, 
and more than twice the age. ee 

It may seem easy enough for half a million of peo- 
ple to raise as many dollars for taxes, in addition to 
the sum paid indirectly as duties to the general go- 
vernment. But as a tax on labor, on property, or 
on both, the state and general government demand 
of Indiana, more in proportion than is paid by the 
people of Great Britain; if we consider that they are 
assisted by machinery with the force of one hundred 
millions of men, and possess the accumulated capital 
of a thousand years. 

In another aspect of the subject the weight of the 
existing burthens will be better understood. 

In 1832, the people were in number about 400,000, 
and the owners of only six millions of acres of land. 
In eight years they received from fo- 

reign loans, $8,000,000 
From three instalments surplus revenue, 882,000 
State bank loans over and above stock 

2,000,000 
4,000,000 


taken, 
200,000 emigrants, bringing $20 each, 

$14,882,000 

Or an actual income of nearly $2,000,000 per annum. 

Under that process purchases were made, debts 

contracted, and habits formed, which must now en- 





|of the works, if completed, would be about twenty-| counter the action of an order of things entirely re- 
Such was the undertaking of a state | versed. 


Instead of income, is outlay; instead of a 


whose whole taxable property, at the time the sys-' rise of property and labor, a fall—emigration about 
_tem bill passed, did not exceed, according to the ac-; at an end, and credit gone. 
tual returns, more than forty-seven millions, and | 


‘such was the result. 


Let us now consider the effect of the change. 


It 


The policy of constructing the | is necessary to raise four hundred thousand dollars 
400,000 00 | works, and parts of works simultaneously, was so | of taxes; but the two million influx is done. The 


well pursued, that no considerable portion of any | present circulation of the state bank, which is nearly 


_ work was completed or fit for use. 


Twenty miles, 


|of the Madison rail road, thirty miles of the White | 
Water canal, were the principal routes of travel | 
thet had been made ready—the system lay in frag-| 


ments throughout a state, whose vast territory of 


| patches of cultivation. There lies the system still— 


the whole circulation of the state, is about two mil- 
lions and three quarters. The taxes amount to nearly 
to one-fifth of the sum. This is all collected and 
taken to the seat of government, causing, whilst ac- 


-cumulating with the tax payer, the tax gatherer, and 
_wood land was, as yet, but slightly interspersed with | 


its unfinished excavations and embankments, locks, | 
culverts, aqueducts, and bridges hastening to ruin. ' 


‘The income insufficient to pay the expenses of su- 
|perintendence and repair. ‘The Wabash and Erie 
}canal may be ready for navigation next fall, but 
conceding as much revenue to the work as was de- 
rived from similar portions of the Ohio canal, it 
will not yield in five years more than expenses and 
repairs. 

In order to meet the payment of the interest on 
this debt, a revenue law was passed last year, levy- 
ing a tax of fifty cents per one hundred dollars of 
taxable property, and a poll tax of seventy-five cents. 
Let us examine into its operation. 

‘The state of Indiana contains about twenty-one 
millions of acres. But little more than fifteen mil- 
lions is held by private proprietors; the residue chief- 
ly by the United States. There are, however, only 
about eleven millions as yet taxable; the land sold for 
the first five years not being subject to taxation. Of 
this, eleven millions, not more than one-fourth is as yet 
cultivated—the rest being still eovered with the pri- 
mitive forest. This estimate of the proportion of 
cleared to woodland is conjectural; but the allowance 
lof the former is ample. In some of the oldest coun- 





| 


state treasurer, a pernicious contraction of the cur- 
rency. The state bank receives it and gives it to 
the government to pay interest on bonds, and drafts 
on the sea board, which are drawn on shipments of 
produce. This, then, is the effect, that a surplus of 
produce must be raised and transported to the At- 
lantic, sufficient to pay the tax of more than three 
hundred thousand dollars. ‘This quantity must be 
sent to market over and above that surplus which is 
exchanged for commodities.” 


But if a corresponding surplus were produced by 
the whole United States it would amount to twelve 
millions. And the question then will arise, can we 
find a market for this increased supply? And if a 
market be found, will not the forcing so large an in- 
creased supply upon it much lessen the price of our 
products? If Indiana were the only state deeply in- 
terested, perhaps the difficulty of providing for her 
wants by an increased production of her staples 
would not be sogreat. But it unfortunately happens 
that Illinois and Michigan, Ohio and Kentucky are 
placed in a precisely similar condition. They are 
all aiming to increase their exports, and for the same 
purpose; and the consequence Is that the value of all 
their great staples is materially diminished. Pork 
has fallen to a mere fraction of its former value, and 
by increasing its production it will fall still lower. 
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There was a remarkably full attendance of the mem-| the sale of ten and a half millions of bonds autho- 


bers, especially of those belonging to the house of| rized to be given by Gwin to the Union Bank. Ir 1s | 


delegates, only five of whom were absent—two whigs 
and three Van Buren men. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The hon. Richard Gantt, long known as law judge 
of this state, on the 30th ult. in a very handsome let- 
ter to the legislature of the state, tendered his resig- 
nation of that office, which was accepted. In addi- 
tion to some highly complimentary resolutions, one 
year’s salary ($3,500) was appropriated for his use, 
to be paid him at the adjournment of the legislature. 


ALABAMA. 

Leecistature. The paragraph which was extract- 
ed from a Pittsburg paper into our last number, stat- 
ing that the legislature of this state had adjourned, 
proves to be incorrect. 





Exection or A Unitep Srates senator. The 
Tuscaloosa flag of the Union, of the 24th ult. says: 
“‘We stop the press to announce the result of the 
election to-day. The hon. A. P. Bagby was elected 
United States senator, to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the resignation of Governor Clay.” 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Governor McNutt, THE ELECTION AND THE STATE 
Bonps. Governor McNutt addressed the following 
letter to the editors of the Richmond Enquirer, ac- 
companied with copies of his letter to the European 
bankers, Hope & Co. which correspondence may be 
found on page 388 of the National Register, vol. X. 

Jackson, ( Miss.) Nov. 10, 1841. 
To the editors of the Richmond Enquirer: 

Sir. The election for state and county officers took 
place in this state on the first and second days of 
this month. The result is known here, and all the | 
counties have been heard from except six. The. 
anti-bond ticket has succeeded by an average majori- 
ty near three thousand votes. Tilghman M. Tucker 
is elected governor; William McKendree, Gwin and 








Jacob Thompson representatives in congress; Augus- | visiters made reports in 1830, °33, 34, 36, and in June | 


tus B. Saunders auditor of public accounts; Richard. 
S. Graves, state treasurer; and John D. Freeman, | 
attorney general. 
crats. We have probably lost our secretary of state | 
by running two candidates, (Woodwards and Wil-| 
liams.) 
The legislature will consist of twenty-one or twen- | 
ty-two anti-bondmen in the senate; and from fifty- 
eight to sixty-two representives in the house. The’ 
bondmen will have from ten to eleven senators, and 
from thirty-six to forty representatives. It is quite 
certain that the anti-bondmen will have a majority 
of two-thirds in each branch of the legislature. This | 
result will astound many persons abroad, who are. 
ignorant of the grounds on which the state resists 
the payment of the five millions of dollars in state 
bonds delivered to the Mississippi Union Bank, and 
negotiated by that institution. 1 send you a copy of 
my letter to Hope & Co. and request you to publish 
the same inthe Enquirer. Our senator, Robert J. 
Walker, and our representatives, Gwin and Thomp- 
son, sustain me in the positions I have taken. <A 
demand will probably be made on the government of 
the United States for the payment of the bonds re- | 
ferred to. This willraise an exciting and perplex- 
ing question. This state has defined her position, | 
and will maintain it, be the consequences what they 
may. I firmly believe that four-fifths of the people of 
this state PREFER GOING TO WAR TO PAYING THE BONDS. 
The whig candidates for governor and members of | 


the legislature generally pledged themselves to Op- | 
pose any bill intended to tax the people, to pay either 
the principal or interest of these bonds. But for 
this and national politics, the state would have been | 
almost unanimous in opposing the payment of the) 
bonds. 


The Mississippi Union Bank is hopelessly insolvent, | 
and has made an assignment of ali her effects to her 
president, (Elliot), cashier, (Clopton), and attorney, 
(Scott). This was done for the benefit of all her, 
creditors, and to save the wreck of her fortunes. | 
She was sued in the federal court for about $300,000. 
Her circulation is near two millions two hundred 
thousand dollars. She gives each assignee $4,000 
per annum, in specie or its equivalent. With good 
management, her circulation may eventually be paid. 
The whole stock is sunk. Her paper is now selling 
at thirty-five cents to the dollar. 


Ihave been a subscriber to your paper for more than 
twenty years. I am anative of Virginia. I am not 
and never have been a stockholder or debtor of the: 
Mississippi Union Bank. I never requested it to loan 
money to myself or friends. As senator | voted 
against its charter, and have always opposed pledg- | 
ing the faith of the state for banking purposes. At the 
risk of my life and political aspirations I prevented 


TRUE I sIGNED AS GOVERNOR THE CHARTER OF THE | 
BANK. I DID sO IN OBEDIENCE_TO THE PUBLIC WILL. [! 
warned the people of the evil consequences of en-' 
paging the state as security for reckless speculators. 
he action of this state, | earnestly hope, will for- 
ever destroy the ruinous ee) of borrowing money | 
abroad to be wasted in banking and visionary sys-' 
tems of internal improvement. Yours, truly, 
A. G. McNUTT. 


Exection. Parties in the legislature it is said will 


stand. 


Senate. House. Total. 
Van Buren 21 61 82 
Whigs 10 41 51 
Majorities, 11 20 31 


All of the Van Buren, and it is said three of the 
whigs are against paying state bonds. 


TENNESSEE. 





—— 

Prior to 1834, pupils were received at 4 years of 
age; since then, from 6 to 16 years of age. this 
change in the law, many pupils were excluded from 
the schools that year, who had previously been en- 
rolled before. 

The board of examiners and inspectors of common 
schools report that the close of the annual examina- 
tions of the common schools has removed all doubt 
as to their actual condition, and allayed any fears 
that may have been felt for their future prospects.— 
The state of the times—necessary changes of teach- 


‘ers, either by the introduction of new ones, or the 


transfer of old ones to new locations—the unusual 
falling off of pupils of older classes from causes \- 
necessary to mention, as well as the great want of 
regularity of attendance of those remaining—all these 
facts had prepared the board of examiners to antic;- 
pate a decided falling back from the high standard 
which the schools have hitherto maintained. The 
board are gratified, however, to be able to say, that 
their apprehensions, in this respect, have been most 
agreeably disappointed—that the children, on the 





Senators. The Nashville Banner of the 23d ult. 
states that Mr. Speaker Turney announced in the, 
senate of Tennessee, on the previous day, his deter- | 
mination to bring on the senatorial election, and | 
moved to take up his resolution to elect a senator to | 
congress for six years; but at the request of gentle- 
men, who remarked that several senators were not 
in their seats, consented to have it laid on the table 
for one day. He said he might disappoint his politi- 
cal friends in the senate by taking this step; but he 
represented a whig district; his constituents had been 
kind to him—and besides, he believed it was right to 
bring on the election. He also introduced a bill, 
providing that the two houses should hereafter meet 
in convention—as they have always hitherto met by 
resolution—-to elect senators to congress, whenever 
such elections are to be had. 





OHIO. 


Cincinnati Pusiic Scuoors. The trustees and 


annually, for 1838, °39 and ’40. 
1841. 


And the same for 


These gentlemen are all demo- | Statement of receipts and expenditures for common schools | 


for the year ending June 30, 1841. 


whole, never appeared better—the teachers never 
more earnest; nor both, in better apparent spirit to 
realize all that a sound philanthropy could expect 
from these most interesting and important instity- 
tions of the public bounty. 

There are several matters, however, in the econo- 
my of the schools which, in the progress of the exa- 
mination, have attracted the attention of the board 
and upon which they would offer a few suggestions. 

Ist. Teachers should be transferred from old to 


| new rooms, only in cases of the clearest necessity. 


2d. In some uf the rooms, indeed in all of them, to 
: certain degree, the system of ventilation is imper- 
' fect. 
3d. Four hours’ confinement, at one session, is, in 
the opinion of the examiners, entirely and even worse 
than unwise, positively hurtful, if not cruel. The 
number of hours should be less thought about, than 
the exact time that should be found, by experience, 
to be best adapted to the cheerfullest, as well as full- 
est, development of the capacities of children, in gi- 
ven courses of study and at given ages. 
4th. The number of pupils to a teacher is entirely 
too great in many of the rooms. . 
Sth. The discipline is quite too imperfect in regard 





Tuition fund. Receipts were $29,746 17 of which 


| $4,501 07 was the balance left of the preceding year, | 


$1,947 90 was due from the city, $18,497 20 was in 

taxes for 1840, and $4,800 00 was the city’s propor- 

tion of $200,000 appropriated to school purposes by 
the state. The expenditures for the same. period 
amounted to $20,175 13, leaving a balance in the 

treasury June 30th, 1841, of $9,571 04. 

Building fund. Balance of preceding year $8,238 
41, receipts $7,026 13, total $15,264 54. Expen- 
ditures $8,493 71, leaving balance in treasury of 
$6,770 54. 

The annual abstract of the schools for the present 
year shews that there are of male teachers 20; female 
teachers 49; total teachers 69. Number of pupils en- 
rolled 6,081; pupils withdrawn 2,593; pupils remain- 
ing 3,488; pupils in daily attendance 2,714. 

The number of male and female pupils attending 
the schools is about equally divided. 

The schools are so organized that the pupils of each 
sex are generally taught in separate appartments. 

They also have their respective play grounds, which 
are divided by substantial walls or fences. 

Statement of moneys received for tuition purposes from 
1829 to 1840, showing the amownt received for each 
year, the amownt expended, and the balance remaining 
at the close of each year; also the number of teachers 
employed, and the number of pupils enrolled each year. 


























e y . | Balance |33| 5.3 
c Received. Expended. remaining. es : = 
; = |< 
1829; $10,991 40 ) | $5,590 32 $5,401 08 
including ba- 
lance of 1828. 
1830 7,167 43) 8,115 22) 4,453 29) 22 |2103 
183] 8,067 68} 8,111 09) 4,409 88) 25 |2200 
1832 *9 869 28) 7,778 71) 4,552 55) 28 (2250 
1833 10,146 85) 8,580 88) 5,118 51) 29 |2300 
1834 9,932 68) 9,449 78) 6,601 41) 30 |2300 
1835 11,582 70) 12,761 74| 5,422 37) 43 |2400 
| 1836 15,098 35) 17,706 22} 2,814 50) 44 |2450 
| 1837 16,413 62) 18,991 29 236 83) 47 |2600 
1838 24,252 47| 22.003 99) 2,485 31) 53 |2900 
1839 22,812 97) 20,797 21; 4,501 07) 64 |4480 
1840 25,245 10) 20,175 13) 9,571 04) 63 |5121 
184] 69 (|6081 





*$1,947 90 of this sum was used this year lor Giwer city 
purposes, and refunded by the city—which is included 
in the amount of 1840. 


to regularity of attendance, or rather, in this particu- 
iar, there seems to be no discipline at all. 

6th. The examiners cannot estimate too highly the 
importance of periodical examinations. . 

ith. The attention of the public, especially of pa- 
rents, is, as the examiners conceive, of the greatest 
importance at the examinations. Their countenance 
is expected, and their aid demanded. 

8th. The examiners could with no propriety dis- 
criminate in their estimation of the schools. It is 
sufficient for their present purpose, without pledging 
themselves to any rule for the future in this regard, 
that no school has fallen behind just expectation 
whether in teaching or in discipline. They, however, 
fee] that they do no violence to the principle of non- 
discrimination, when they mention with particular 
and deep interest the signal success of the schools 
for the benefit our German population. The provi- 
sion for these schools has been singularly wise; not 
wiser, however, than the election of teachers has 
been fortunate, in carrying out the benevolent and 
patriotic purpose, of raising up, in our midst, a people 
of singular capacity and hope, to aid a true Ameri- 
can population, as a part of it, in developing and sus- 
taining the great principles of republican liberty. 
Our German friends, in this respect, are entitled to 
our warmest greetings and our tame sympathies. 
They may feel assured, that taey have both. It is 
for them, to accommodate themselves to institutions, 
which we shall hope, may be unchangeable, unless 
for the better, in all coming time; and for us, to bid 
them God speed, in that progress of intelligence in 
our literature, our customs and peculiar politics, that 
shall make them one with us in the great work of 
moral growth, political advancement, and true Chris- 
tian civilization. 

The standing committee on common schools, from 
the city council, report that in pursuance of the act of 
the state, passed March 19, 1841, the trustees and visi- 
ters have, during the last year, established two German 
English schools, with five teachers. In devising a 
system of instruction and a suitable mode of conduct- 
ing these schools, the trustees have encountered some 
difficulties. The undertaking being entirely new, it 
is natural to suppose that embarrassments would pre- 
sent themselves in adopting a system on which these 
schools should be established and permanently con- 
ducted. The plans adopted and hitherto pursued, 
are considered by the trustees rather as experiments 
than as a system to be permanently adhered to. In 
these we find nothing to condemn and much to ap- 
prove; and we are of opinion, that the trustees are 
pursuing the right course in order to discover the best 
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method of carrying into effect the designs of the le-' 
gislature. 

The trustees have also, in pursuance of the provi- 
sions of said law, established three evening schools 
during the past year. These schools are designed 
for the special benefit of young men, over twelve 
years of age, who, by their occupations through the 
day, are debarred the privilege of attending the day 
schools. It is painful to learn, that those schools 
have to a great extent failed of accomplishing the 
benevolent designs which led to their establishment. 
The young persons, for whose benefit they were es- 
tablished, have generally neglected to attend them; 
and the committee unite with the trustees in recom- 
mending, that the evening schools be hereafter con- 
fined to the winter season, when the evenings are 
longer, and the labors of the day generally less fati- 
guing than at other seasons. They would also 
strongly recommend that an appeal be made to such 
young men, and also to their parents and guardians, 
urging them to avail themselves of these opportuni- 
ties for improvement, generally the last for them, 
before entering upon the active duties of life. 

The city is divided into 14 school districts. 


Tne Muskincum improvements. The Zanesville 
papers notice the completion of the improvements on 
the Muskingum river. Steamboats have been plying 
for several days from Zanesville to Marietta and Pitts- 
burgh, and the Gazette states the departure of the 
Muskingum for Cincinnati. 


Cotorep ConveNnTION AND CoLony PROPOSED. On 
the 23d October, a meeting of colored persons met at 
Warren, Trumbull county, Ohio, at which it was re- 
solved that the interest of colored persons would be 
promoted by forming a settlement at some point 
where land is cheap, and the laws not oppressive. 


ed persons from Ohio and the adjoining states be 
held at Massillon on the 1st day of December next, 
to consult on the subject. 





INDIANA. 
Pusiic pezr. The Louisville Journal gives an 





interesting account of the financial condition of In- 
diana, which we have condensed below. 





The utmost the state can now hope from these 
claims is that the parties, so long as they fail to pay 
the principal of their debt, should pay the interest 
on the bonds they have received. This will exempt 
the state at present from the payment of the inte- 


rest on, say— 
$3,000,000 
The dividend received from 
the bank stock, about 8 per 
cent. may pay the interest 
_ on the bonds contracted for 
stock 
The amount advanced to the 
state on the fourth instal- 


41,390,000 


ment 294,000 
And the amount advanced on 
the public works 629,453 





2,313,453 
The Lawrenceburg and Indianapolis 
rail road company pays interest on 
the money they received 221,000 
The Madison rail road company pays 
interest on the money they received 455,000 
$5,989,453 


which deducted from the total debtof the state, 
leaves about $8,000,000, on which the interest is 
otherwise to be provided for. 
Of this sum, $6,500,000 is at 

the rate of at least 5 per 


cent. $325,009 
$1,500,000 of treasury notes, 
G's. 90,000 


—_——_ $415,000 
which is the sum that must be annually raised for 
interest alone. The expenses of the state govern- 
ment are about $100,000 per annum. 

The question now arises, what has been done with 


‘the money actually derived from the sale of the 


state bonds. We answer, it has been disbursed in 
the construction of works of internal improvement 
throughout the state, projected so as to extend alto- 
gether fourteen hundred miles. 

The most expensive of these works is the Wabash 
and Erie canal, which was commenced in 1832. But 
in the session of the legislature of 1835—’6, the 
system of internal improvement was adopted. The 


The public debt of the state exceeds $14,000,000 bill passed providing for the construction of twelve 


and it was contracted as follows: 


|pnblic works, rail roads, canals, and turnpikes, in 


1832, for the Wabash and Erie canal $100,000 00 | addition to the Wabash and Erie canal. In the fol- 


1834, for the stock to subscribe for 
state bank 

1835, for the Wabash and Erie canal 

1835, for the state bank 

1836, for the Wabash and Erie canal 

1836, for the general internal improve- 
ment system 

1836, for the Lawrenceburg and In- 
dianapolis rail road company 

1837, for the Wabash and Erie canal 


241,742 58 | 


|lowing spring they were commenced simultaneously. 
500,000 00 Even different points of the same work were begun 
605,257 42) at once. 
890,000 00 | teen millions—the law appropriated ten. 


The estimate for them all was about eigh- 


In the fall of 1839, the purchasers of the state 


i bonds having failed to pay, and the credit of the 
850,000 00 state being no longer available, the whole system of 
| Operations was paralyzed. 
100,000 00 ber the total expenditures amounted to about seven 
380,000 00 millions, and it was then estimated that the total cost | 


On the first of Novem- 


1837, for the general internal im- | of the works, if completed, would be about twenty- 


provement system 

1837, for the Lawrenceburg and Indi- 
ana rail road company 

1838, for the general internal improve- 
ment system 

1839, for the Wabash and Erie canal 

1839, for the general internal improve- 
ment system 

1839, for the state bank 

1339, for the state bank, instead of 
fourth instalment of surplus revenue, 
which was to have been invested 
in bank stock 

1839, for the Indianapolis and Madison 
real road company 

1840, for the amount advanced by the 
state bank on the public works 

1841, for the treasury notes issued to 
contractors of public works 1,500,000 00 


Making $13.148,453 00 
to which must be added the bonds hypothecated last 
Winter for money to pay the January interest, and 
forfeited, also the July interest which is unpaid, and 
the interest on treasury notes, and the total is more 
than $14,000,000, exclusive of the three instalments 
of surplus revenue. We have also omitted the Wa- 
bash and Erie canal scrip issued to carry on that 
work, now, for nearly two years, receivable for 
debts due that fund for canal lands sold and for lands 
yet to be sold. 


In negotiating the above loans moreover, the re- 
ceipts of the state have fallen more than $3,000,060 
below her obligations. This has resulted from the 
practice of selling bonds on credit, and the failure 
of the purchasers to pay. Upon these purchasers 
the state has now a claim to the amount of about 
$3,000,000, which it is not expected will be realized 
in any considerable degree. 


1,632,000 00 
1,000,000 00 


629,453 00 





1,650,000 00 three millions. 


1,800,000 00 | such was the result. 
400,000 00, 


| 


| 


| 


Such was the undertaking of a state 


-| This is little more than 


ties on the river, it is computed that the improved 
land does not exceed forty per cent. But allowing 
the total cultivated soil in the state to amount to 
three millions of acres, it will be seen that little sur- 
plus can be be produced beyond the sustenance of the 
population. According to the late census, the total 
number of people in the state amounts to nearly 
680,000. Allowing 150,000 of these to be holders of 
land bought of congress within the last five years 
and consequently exempt from taxation, there will 
remain five hundred and thirty thousand to derive 
their support from this three million of acres be- 
fore any thing can be applied to public purposes.— 

five acres and a half to each 
person. Certainly this is a small allowance. The 
land could not be rented for more than two dollars 
and a half per acre per annnm, which would amount 
to less than fourteen dollars per head. It is the la- 
bor of about one person in five of this eden on 
its soil, that sustains the community. iana has no 
commercial thoroughfares or large cities, by which 
she can make the commerce of other states tributary, 
nor has she any manufactures of profit or conse- 
quence. She is even very inadequately supplied with 
capital for agriculture, for stock, and the various fa- 
cilities of tillage. ‘The total of her taxable property, 
including land, stock, merchandise, &c. at the as- 
sessment of the most prosperous times, was about 
one hundred and seven millions. This was in 1837 
’38, and the subsequent change has diminished the 
assessment to ninety-one millions. And this valua- 
tion of her property was made when that of Ohio 
was not assessed at as much by eight millions, al- 
though Ohio had more than double the population, 
and more than twice the age. 

It may seem easy enough for half a million of peo- 
ple to raise as many dollars for taxes, in addition to 
the sum paid indirectly as duties to the general go- 
vernmenut. But as a tax on labor, on property, or 
on both, the state and general government demand 
of Indiana, more in proportion than is paid by the 
people of Great Britain; if we consider that they are 





assisted by machinery with the force of one hundred 
millions of men, and possess the accumulated capital 
of a thousand years. 

In another aspect of the subject the weight of the 
existing burthens will be better understood. » 

In 1832, the people were in number about 400,000, 
and the owners of only six millions of acres of land. 
In eight years they received from fo- 

$8,000,000 


reign loans, 





From three instalments surplus revenue, 882,000 

State bank loans over and above stock 
taken, 2,000,000 
200,000 emigrants, bringing $20 each, 4,000,000 
$14,882,000 


Or an actual income of nearly $2,090,000 per annum. 
Under that process purchases were made, debts 
contracted, and habits formed, which must now en- 





counter the action of an order of things entirely re- 
| versed. 


Instead of income, is outlay; instead of a 


whose whole taxable property, at the time the sys-| rise of property and labor, a fall—emigration about 


tual returns, more than forty-seven millions, and 
The policy of constructing the 
works, and parts of works simultaneously, was so 


121,000 00 | tem bill passed, did not exceed, according to the ac-; at an end, and credit gone. 


Let us now consider the effect of the change. It 


'is necessary to raise four hundred thousand dollars 
_of taxes; but the two million influx is done. The 


well pursued, that no considerable portion of any | present circulation of the state bank, which is near] 


work was completed or fit for use. 


patches of cultivation. 


perintendence and repair. 


repairs. 

In order to meet the payment of the interest on 
this debt, a revenue law was passed last year, levy- 
ing a tax of fifty cents per one hundred dollars of 
taxable property, and a poll tax of seventy-five cents. 
Let us examine into its operation. 

“The state of Indiana contains about twenty-one 
millions of acres. But little more than fifteen mil- 
lions is held by private proprietors; the residue chief- 
ly by the United States. There are, however, only 
about eleven millions as yet taxable; the land sold for 
the first five years not being subject to taxation. Of 
this, eleven millions, not more than one-fourth is as yet 
cultivated—the rest being still eovered with the pri- 
mitive forest. This estimate of the proportion of 





cleared to woodland is conjectural; but the allowance 
| of the former is ample. In some of the oldest coun- 


Twenty miles. 
of the Madison rail road, thirty miles of the White | 
Water canal, were the principal routes of travel’ 
thet had been made ready—the system lay in frag-_ 
ments throughout a state, whose vast territory of | 
294,000 00 | wood land was, as yet, but slightly interspersed with | 
There lies the system still— | 
455,000 00 its unfinished excavations and embankments, locks, | 
culverts, aqueducts, and bridges hastening to ruin. | 
The income insufficient to pay the expenses of su- 
he Wabash and Erie 
canal may be ready for navigation next fall, but 
conceding as much revenue to the work as was de- 
rived from similar portions of the Ohio canal, it 
will not yield in five years more than expenses and 


the whole circulation of the state, is about two mil- 
lions and three quarters. The taxes amount to nearly 
to one-fifth of the sum. This is all collected and 
taken to the seat of government, causing, whilst ac- 
cumulating with the tax payer, the tax gatherer, and 
state treasurer, a pernicious contraction of the cur- 
rency. The state bank receives it and gives it to 
the government to pay interest on bonds, and drafts 
on the sea board, which are drawn on shipments of 
produce. This, then, is the effect, that a surplus of 
produce must be raised and transported to the At- 
lantic, sufficient to pay the tax of more than three 
hundred thousand dollars. ‘This quantity must be 
sent to market over and above that surplus which is 
exchanged for commodities.” 


| Butif a corresponding surplus were produced by 


the whole United States it would amount to twelve 
millions. And the question then will arise, can we 
find a market for this increased supply? And if a 
market be found, will not the forcing so large an in- 
creased supply upon it much lessen the price of our 
products? If Indiana were the only state deeply in- 
terested, perhaps the difficulty of providing for her 
wants by an increased production of her staples 
would not be sogreat. But it unfortunately happens 
that Illinois and Michigan, Ohio and Kentucky are 
placed in a precisely similar condition. They are 
all aiming to increase their exports, and for the same 
purpose; and the consequence is that the value of all 
their great staples is materially diminished. Pork 
has fallen to a mere fraction of its former value, and 
by increasing its production it will fall still lower. 
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It is well known to those who are familiar with the 
condition of the new states in the west, that the 

ealth of the inhabitants is chiefly in expectancy. 

1e hardy settler of Indiana has n the world 
with li and is looking to the future when the re- 
sources of the state shall be fully developed, for a 
remuneration of his toils. 

When the fields become co-extensive with his 

illage, an ae stock eaen nie the 
AUCL ¢ Ms f he annual increase, no longer 
susceptible of further fruitfulness, is sold, and the 
per cen! cof it in after years falls far short of 
the rate which had previously been produced on 
smaller capital, connected with the immediate labor 
and supervision of the proprietor. Whilst, therefore, 
the process of clearing and stocking is going on, 
ever "dollar of capita] 4 exerting the most vital and 
prolific energy. t taxation now intervene and in- 
reept a portion of this capital—let it divert a head 
of stock or stalk of corn from the great work of re- 
Baodustion, and there is a loss sustained, not only of 
<n market ver of the Sey: oe of the oat 
plying power, the prospective value of all its worth. 

A tax t that comes upon a farmer in this stage of 
progression, (and this is the present condition of In- 

iana), not only absorbs part of a scanty possession, 
but. bli a valuable expectancy. It not only con- 
tracts the present sum of enjoyment, but blasts the 
most. cpr ty eg of ep A tax of five hun- 
dred th ollars, year after year, acting in this 
manner, is a tax of sterility, paralysis and despair. 
It rests like a shadow on the face of the earth, like a 
cloud on coming time, — 

Very different indeed would be the effect on a long 
settled country. There, taxes are levied on the an- 
nual surplus, on the fund set apart for expenditure, 
and operate to diminish the indulgence of luxury. 
The people of the old states are comparatively rich. 
Poverty has been a pioneer of the new. If a strict 
yaluation of property could be made, it would be 
found that the gysrage wealth of citizens in the old 
siates is more than double that of the new, Taxes in 
one case are levied on abundance, in the other on in- 
sufficiency. 











ILLINOIS. 

Strate ponps. We learn from the Alton Tele- 
graph, that Gen. Whiteside, fund commissioner, failed 
to procure from the assignees of Wright & Co. in 
London, the bonds belonging to Illinois, which were 
in their hands as its agents, for sale at the time of 
their failure. 
ee 

THE CONTINENTAL ARMY. 





This was the subject of the fifth lecture of the 
series recently.delivered by Mr. Sparks before the 
New York Historical society. We subjoin a sketch 
of it: 

Mr. Sparks commenced with a brief review of the 
causes which induced the colonies to resort to arms 
to resist the insupportable oppression which the Bri- 
fish power had levied upon them. The Massachu- 
setts legislature, then sitting at Cambridge, made the 
first movement, and that too within sound of the 
British cannon at Boston. They raised a body of 
men called ‘‘minute men,” to be ready for action at 
a minute’s warning. Officers were appointed to 
command them, and they received all necessary sup- 

lies of arms, ammunition, &c. In Virginia about 
the same time, the people reorganised their indepen- 
dent companies that had been held in readiness 
against the Indians and French during the late war, 
and made col. Washington their commander as field 
officer. Patrick Henry was a captain of one of 
those companies. 


Most of the other colonies soon after took mea- 
sures to put themselves in a condition for defence, 
and prepared for a final appealto arms. The expe- 
rience of those who had previously served as officers 
in the British army, but who were now settled down 
in the coloniés, materially assisted their organization. 
After the battle of Lexington, the colonists flew to 
arms from all quarters. When the British troops 
found an asylum in Boston after their retreat from 
Lexington, the colonial militia concentrated in the 
neighboring towns, but were inefficient for want of a 
chief. The legislature of Massachusetts passed a 
resolve to raise anarmy of 30,000 men, from the 
diferent New England colonies. Gen. Ward was 
placed at the head of those furnished from Massa- 
chusetts; gen. Putnam commanded the militia of 
Connecticut, and gen, Greene those from Rhode Is- 
land. The militia from New Hampshire had offi- 
cers of no higher grade than colonel, but among 
them was col. Stark, a host in himself. Gen. Ward 
was chosen the principal commander of this army. 
Most of the men were enlisted for one year; but 
some of them for a shorter time. 


| Congress was at this time in session at Philadel- 
phia. The news of the battle of Lexington ran 
through the country with almost incredible = ie 
and the details were soon laid before congress. The 

immediately resolved to put the country in an atti- 
tude of defence, and to raise an army, which was 
hailed with joy. The first step was to choose a 
commander-in-chief who should unite and have the 
confidence of all the colonies. This was a task of 
great difficulty. Both New England and Virginia 
had great claims to the honor of furnishing the com- 


ing to general Ward, of the latter, as the proper 
man to assume the responsible duties of the station. 
A greater difficulty than all this, however, presented 
itself. It was necessary that the selection should be 
one that would not excite the local jealousies of the 
middie and the southern colonies. The New Eng- 
land delegates in con s saw the state of feelin 
which existed, and with great magnanimity veodivel 
to forego their own claim for the good of the 
country. 

Accordingly John Adams made a motion in congress 
that the militia then assembled in Massachusetts be 
recognised as the continental army; and stated that 
it was his intention to propose one of their own 
body, from Virginia, as commander-in-chief. His 
remarks in reference to this gentleman’s qualifica- 
tions, were so pointed as to be well understood as 
applying to Washington, who so understood it him- 
self, and immediately withdrew from the house. The 
appointment was made the next day, when Wash- 
ington was nominated by Thomas Johnson, of Mary- 
land, who had long been his personal friend. The 
choice was by ballot, ana on the votes being count- 
ed, it was ascertained that Washington was unani- 
mously elected! The house then adjourned till next 
day, when notice of the appointment was officially 
communicated to Washington, by the president, and 
he signified his acceptance in a short and appropriate 
reply. At the same time congress appointed four 
major generals and five brigadier generals. The 
=n Ye generals were Warren, Lee, Schuyler and 
Putnam. 


Mr. Sparks, in speaking at large of the characters 
and general qualifications of the major generals, 
said, the fourth in command was Putnam —another 
name for bravery and generosity—a most excellent 
officer to execute the plan of others, but whose de- 
fective education, the narrow sphere of whose habits 
of life, and easy good nature, rendered him less fit for 
the chief command in high and responsible situations. 
It is to be regretted, however, that recent attempts 
have been made to cast reflections on his bravery— 
attempts alike insolent and gratuitous. ‘‘As brave 
as Putnam”’ is a proverb, which many have lisped in 
their infancy; to gainsay it would be like gainsaying 
the first lesson of our primers, and asserting that 
Solomon was not wise and Sampson not strong. The 
career of Putnam in the old French war is brilliant 
with acts of daring adventure and lofty courage— 
danger was a word unknown in his vocabulary— 
never eould it be taught him even by the Indian’s 
tomahawk, or the woodman’s rifle. (Great ap- 
plause). The news of the battle of Lexington was 
carried to him by a special messenger, who found 
Putnam literally at his plough. His spirit kindled 
instantly—the plough was left in the furrow—he 
changed his rusty garb for his old regimentals, and 
immediately set out for the camp at Cambridge, 
whose ardor he greatly enkindled. He remained in 
active service till towards the close of the war, 
when his bodily infirmities compelled him to retire. 
A warmer heart—a purer patriot—and a braver man 
than Putnam never existed! 

The brigadiers were Gates, of Virginia; Montgoe 
mery, of New York; Heath, of Massachusetts, Sul- 
livan, of New Hampshire; Greene, of Rhode Is- 
land. Next to Washington, the lecturer considered 
gen. Greene the first of all the officers of the revo- 
lution. History had done him but partial justice. 

The whole number of major generals during the 
war was 29, of brigadiers 75, of these four were na- 
tives of Great Britain, eight of France, five of Ger- 
many and other foreign countries, and the remainder 
of America. The general officers“were appointed 
by congress, the colonels, &c. by the states. 

Gen. Washington took command of the army at 
Cambridge, on the third of July, 1775. The Ameri- 
can army then numbered about 16,000 men, and the 
British army 14,000 regular troops. Soon, however, 
rifle companies from Pennsylvania, first, then Virgi- 
nia, and afterwards other colonies, were added to the 
continental army. 

Mr. Sparks then alluded to the difficulties which 
grew cut of the fact that the entire direction of the 
army was retained by congress, although they had 
appointed a commander-in-chief. Their jealousy of 
entrusting to him the sole direction of the army im- 





peded its operations. These difficulties were, how- 


mander, and there were many strong reasons point-, 





ever, slight in comparison with those experienced 
on the reorganization of the army when the time of 
enlistment expired, from the course pursued by con_ 
gress in relation thereto; but the habitual respect en- 
tertained by Washington for congress, led him to ac- 
pusere cheerfully in all their decisions, although 
—— in opposition to his own judgment. 

r Sparks gave it as his opinion that the purity 
and patriotism of Washington’s character were never 
fully appreciated by congress. The following re- 
teaskable incident fully illustrates the character of 
that noble man. It was a remarkable proof of his 
modesty that the subjoined letter was never publish- 
ed during his life time, although copies of it were 
earnestly solicited. A council was held privately by 
some men of influence; every point of their deplora- 
ble situation was discussed, and it was proposed to 
tell their views, and hopes and fears to Washington. 
One.man, Colonel Nicola, was chosen to write a let- 
ter expressive of their views, which letter was to be 
sent to Washington, and in this it was stated that 
nothing short of a monarchical system could save the 
country from the anarchy and disasters which threat- 
ened it; and they proposed to Washington that such 
asystem should be established, and that he should 
take the head of it, with the power and title of 
king.” In carrying out this plan, they promised 
Washington that he should have the support of the 
army and of many men of influence and power. 

Now mark the reply Washington made to this.— 
Here it is:— 

To Colonel Lewis Nicola. 
Newburg, 22d May, 1782. 

Sir: With a mixture of great surprise and aston- 
ishment, I have read with attention the sentiments 
you have submitted to my perusal. Be assured, sir, 
no occurrence in the course of the war has given me 
more painful sensations, than your information of 
there being such ideas existing in the army, as you 
haye expressed, and which I must view with abhor- 
rence and reprehend with severity. For the present, 
the communication of them will rest in my own bo- 
som, unless some further agitation of the matter 
shall make a disclosure necessary. 

I am much at a loss to conceive what part of my 
conduct could have given encouragement to an ad- 
dress, which to me seems big with the greatest mis- 
chiefs that can befall my country. If I am not deceiv- 
ed in the knowledge of myself, you could not have 
found a personto whom your schemes are more disa- 
greeable. 

At the same time, in justice to my own feelings, 
I must add, that no man possesses a more sincere 
wish to see ample justice done to the army than I 
do; and, as far as my powers and influence, in a con- 
stitutional way, extend, they shall be employed to 
the utmost of my abilities to effect it, should there 
be any occasion. Let me conjure you then, if you 
have any regard for your country, concern for your- 
self or posterity, or respect for me, to banish these 
thoughts from your mind, and never communicate, 
as from yourself or any one else, a sentiment of the 
like nature. I am sir, your most obedient servant, 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 


This remarkable letter is a transcript from the first 
draft in Washington’s hand writing. The following 
certificate is appended to it, and is also in the same 
hand writing, except the signatures, which are au- 
tographs of the signer. 

“The foregoing is an exact copy of a letter which 
we sealed and sent off to Colonel Nicola; at the re- 
quest of the writer of it. 

“D. HUMPHREYS, A. D. C. 
“JONATHAN TRUMBULL, jr. sec’y.” 

The jealousy of congress was also manifested in 
authorising Washington to raise such an army as he 
thought proper, provided it did not exceed 20,000 
men. A motion was also made to limit the standing 
army to 5,000.men. Washington remarked that he 
would cheerfully support this measure, provided a 
law was passed saying that the country should never 
be invaded by more than 3,000 men. 

The lecturer then went on to speak of the move- 
ments of the army after the evacuation of Boston, 
and of the retreat through New Jersey, where the 
army had dwindled down to 3,000. Congress was 
aroused to the necessity of greater exertion, and de- 
termined to raise a new army, consisting of 88 bat- 
talions, apportioned among the different colonies. 
The mode of enlistment was also noticed—the em- 
barrassment which arose from enlisting some for the 
war and others for a period of three years, and the 
unfavorable effect of the large bounties offered to re- 
eruits. The average number of the army was 40,000, 
and the largest number under the immediate com- 
mand of Washington, 15,000. 

Mr. Sparks then adverted to the complaints made 
by the officers of the army—of their pecuniary dis- 
tresses—the inadequacy of their pay—and to the suc- 
cessful exertions made by their commander to pro- 
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cure for them from congress, a persion for life. At 
the close of the war, however, five years’ full apay 
was substituted for the above. The lecturer, after 
speaking of the manifold privations of the army, and 
instituting a contrast between their condition and 
that of the British troops, closed with an eloquent 
tribute to the patriotism and talents of Washington. 
————— Se 
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MR. GRANGER’S REMARKS. 
Abstract of Mr Granger’s remarks at the Young 


. Men’s whig convention in western New York: 


Mr. Granger commenced his remarks by saying 
that he had never before, in addressing his fellow 
citizens, felt called on to speak of himself—but on 
that occasion he felt bound todoso. He then took a 
rapid glance of the formation of the cabinet under 
General Harrison, and portrayed the character of 
that lamented patriot. After dwelling for a short 
time upon the death of President Harrison, and the 
accession of his successor, Mr. G. entered upon a 
short history of the legislation of congress, the action 
of the executive, and the causes which led to a dis- 
solution of the cabinet. He referred to the passage 
of the land bill, as an act of long deferred justice to 
the states—to the bankrupt act asone which would 
bring relief to thousands of the unfortunate—to the 
revenue bill as one due to the wants and interests of 
the country. Mr. G. then went on to state that no 
one subject had engaged so much of the public at- 
tention, or had been so emphatically sealed with pub- 
lic reprobation, as the sub-treasury plan. That plan 
had been repealed amongst the first acts of the pre- 
sent congress, and its repeal implied an obligation 
upon the whig party to provide a substitute—that a 
bank bill had been passed by congress, and arrested 
by the action of the president. : 

Much as he deprecated the use of the veto power, 
such were some of the features of that bill that al- 
though he did most deeply regret that the executive 


sanction was withheld from it, he did not feel that, 


the president should be harshly censured for return- 
ing it to congress with his objections. 


was formed which it was supposed would fully meet | 
Indeed the public had been informed | 


his wishes. 
by high authority, which remains uncontradicted, 
that the second bank bill was presented to congress 
with the approbation of the president to its details. 
That bill was passed, and its fate was known to our 
people. Congress was about to adjourn; the sub- 
treasury repealed, and the substitute offered by con- 
gress defeated by the executive. The purse and sword 
were still united in the power where the whig party 
had declared they should not remain. Here was suf- 
ficient cause for the withdrawal of members from the 
whig cabinet—it was well known that four of them 
did withdraw. 

But there were other additional reasons which Mr. 
G. said he would frankly state. 

The contest of last year had not been waged upon 
these legislative questions only. 

It had been boldly declared, and by himself amongst 
others, that long continued power in the hands of our 
adversaries, had led to corruption among the office- 
holders, and to a most dangerous interference on their 
a in our political elections. Not that every office- 

older was corrupt, but the different departments of 
government patronage and expenditures, required a 
general purification. The revolution of last year was 
not accomplished merely for the purpose of placing 
the executive officers at Washington in snug and com- 
fortable places, while the horde of office holders 
throughout the country remained undisturbed. Their 
removal was as much desired by the people as was 
the change in the highest officers of the government. 
So perfectly was this understood, that it was due to 
our adversaries to say, that they did not complain 
when removed, and justly laughed at us when we 
permitted them to remain. 


Many removals and appointments were made dur- 
ing the congressional recess and before the death of 
Gen. Harrison, which were afterwards sent to the 
senate for confirmation, but since that period very 
few had been disturbed. The president had seen fit 
to retain in power almost the entire force of the In- 
dian department throughout the country, although 
the whig party had been loud in their assertions of 
corruption and fraud in the enormous expenditures 
there. Custom house officers were retained who 
were known to have been actively engaged in the 
political struggle against us. All the most valuable 
offices of the post office department were under the 
contro! of the president, who had permitted but few 
changes. Under this state of things Mr: Granger 
had been forced to consider his duty to the principles 
he advocated and to himself personally. After the 
deepest reflection he could not doubt. He felt that 
if the executive power should continue to thwart the 


will of the people, as expressed through the ballot 
boxes, and through their representatives in congress; 


| if bold political partizans were permitted to retain 


the places they had so long abused, to trample down 
whig principles, and if, after all this he remained in 
office, the whigs throughout the nation—aye, the 
whigs of Old Ontario, by whose partiality he had 
been so often sustained, would believe that for the 
enjoyment of office he had bartered his and their 
principles, and that ‘Frank Granger was not the man 
-_ took him to be.” 
Ithough fully convinced of the course it was his 
duty to pursue, Mr- G. said he did not fee] at liberty 
to act without the advice of the whig delegation from 
this state, who gave their unanimous approval of his 
determination. Then he did resign, ready to go into 
the ranks, to stain the whig party. Mr. Granger 
said that here he had a single word to say as much 
in justice to another as himself. It has been insinu- 
ated in public prints, and circulated in secret whis- 
pers, that the member of congress of this district had 
received hfs nomination with an understanding with 
Mr. Granger that, in a contingency like that which 
has arisen, his place was to be surrendered. This was 
a miserable calumny, without the slightest shadow of 
truth. He (Mr. Granger) had never heard Mr. Grieg 
named as a candidate until informed of his nomina- 
_tion. He need not say how well the trust confided 
'to him had been executed. But he would say, in jus- 
tice to his own feelings, that, during the whole of the 
delicate and perplexing responsibilities growing out 
of his position in the government, and the surrender 
of his place, the constant counsel and advice of that 
gentleman had been most useful to him. Mr. G. said 
that, on his return, he met at Albany Mr. Greig’s 
letter of resignation, which had been followed, by the 
representatives of the whigs of Ontario, by a nomi- 
nation more grateful to his feelings than any other 
occurrence of his political life. 
Mr. Granger then reviewed the position of the 
whig party of the nation, and particularly of this 








state. He said that our enemies had supposed that 
those who differed from the president were to wage 


M- war upon him, and thus produce a breach in our ranks. 
A second bill 


The proceedings of the state convention recently held 
at Syracuse had dispelled that illusion, and put mat- 
ters upon the right ground. 

Should the present administration carry, out whig 
principles, it was entitled to the support of the whig 
party, and from no one would such a course receive 
a more hearty support than from him (Mr. G.),where- 
ever he might be placed. There were some few in- 
dications that improper officers would be reformed. 
He trusted the president would continue these re- 
‘forms, in which it was the duty of good whigs to sus- 
| tain him. 
| MR. BELL, OF TENNESSEE. 

In pursuance of the preamble and resolutions 
adopted at a meeting of citizens of Nashville and Da- 
vidson county, on the 9th instant, preparatory to ten- 
dering a public dinner to and making suitable ar- 
rangements for the reception of the hon. Jonn Be 1, 
the committee of invitation and correspondence, ap- 
pointed by the chairman, addressed him a letter on 
Saturday last, which, with his reply, will be found 
below. The hour at which Mr. Bell arrived at home 
(about daylight on Saturday morning) ene vannes the 
committee appointed for that purpose from carrying 
into effect the arrangements contemplated for his re- 
ception. | Banner. 

Nashville, November 20, 1841. 

Dear Sie: In pursuance of the resolutions of a 
public meeting of your fellow citizens of Nashville 
and Davidson county, herewith communicated, we 
have the honor, on their behalf and in their name, to 
tender you the assurance of a hearty welcome to 
your home, and the compliment of a public dinner, to 
be given in this city, at such time as will best suit 
your convenience. , 

Referring to the preamble annexed, as expressive 
of the feelings of your old friends and constituents on 
the political events of the last few months, as well as 
of the sentiments of unabated confidence and person- 
al regard which they entertain for your integrity and 
worth, we have the honor to subscribe ourselves, 
your obedient servants. 

[Signed by S. V. D. Stout, Thos. Washington, J. 
P. Clark, G. M. Fogg, C. C. Norvell, John 
Trimble, A. V. S. Lindsley, W. O. Harris, com- 
mittee. 

Hon. Joun Beet. 





Nashville, November 22, 1841. 

Grentiemen: I have received your letter of the 
20th inst. in which you, in behalf of the whigs of 
Nashville and of Davidson county, tender me the ho- 
nor of a public dinner, as a testimony of their una- 
bated confidence and esteem. 

Under all the circumstances attending my return 
home, this public manifestation of the undiminished 








mer 4 


attachment of so many of my earliest and most tried 
friends affords me the most sincere gratification.— 
The particular reasons assigned in the preamble and 
resolutions which accompanied your letter of invita- 
tion, for the tender of this evidence of their regard at 
this time, and the delicate and flattering manner in 
which they have been communicated, would inspire 
a still deeper sense of gratitude on my part, if that 
were possible. 

I cannot be mistaken as to the motives and feelings 
which prompt those zealous and devoted friends, who 
desire to welcome my return among them by tendér- 
ing me all the honors in their power to bestow. Their 
generous sympathies have been awakened by the re- 
flection of my long and ardent services and the sud- 
den reverse in my fortune which, from a high and a 
respectable public station, dooms me to the seclusion 
and obscurity of private life. Their generous senti- 
ments and conduct upon this occasion affect me ex- 
tremely. I reciprocate, with all my heart, the warmth 
and cordiality of their attachment and respect; but I 
beg through you to assure those whom you répresent, 
and who have shown so true a friendship in this cri- 
tical period of my career, that during the whole term 
of my public service I never ceased to bear in mind 
those vicissitudes and reverses which it is the lot of 
few to escape who devote themselves to public af- 
fairs; nor am [| at all surprised at, or unprepared for, 
that which awaits me at present. My friends know 
that the prospect of reverses did not cause me to hesi- 
tate in my course when, with a handful of devoted 
companions, I rallied to the standard of opposition in 
the palmiest days of Jackson’s power; nor did the pros- 
pect of exclusion from any public station in future 
deter me from my purpose of retiring from the one I 
recently held when I could no longer do effective or 
honorable service by continuing in it. In resigning 
office, whatever expectations were indulged by the 
friends then around me, I did not make the slightest 
calculation upon being continued in the public service 
in a different branch of the government, and I so as- 
sured them at the time. I need not trouble you with 
the reasons for that conclusion. It will be sufficient 
upon this point to state, that I was then able, as I 
trust I shall always be, to look with composure upon 
whatever lot or condition may be imposed upon me 
in a career of honorable ambition, whether by my 
friends or opponents. Without pretending indiffer- 
ence to the honors and distinction of public station, 1 
can truly say that I return to the bosom of private life 
without regret—not disqualified, I trust, either for its 
pursuits or its pleasures by habits contracted in pub- 
lic employments. Within that humbler sphere, lam 
convinced, there is ample scope and ve for the 
exercise of every faculty of the mind, and the full 
gratification of regulated ambition. 


I submit with cheerfulness to the distribution of the 
vacant posts of honor and trust which it 1s now un- 
derstood the whigs of the legislature decreed at an 
early period of the session, if there should be any 
election. For the two gentlemen who, under all the 
circumstances, have been thought most deserving of 
this distinguished testimony of the respect and confi- 
dence of the state and of the whig party, and for 
every member of the party, I wish increase of days 
and of honors so long as they shall continue the faith- 
ful champions of whig prineiples and policy. 


I shall be happy if, by my humble example in 
yielding a ready acquiescence in a decision which 
will very probably close my political career, I can 
contribute any thing to moderate the rage of disap- 
pointed expectants, and abate those rankling jealou- 
sies and hates springing from rival pretensions in the 
whig ranks, which have already resulted in the open 
defection of some of the leaders, and brought the 
whole whig party, with all the great interests con- 
nected with it, to the very brink of destruction. 


I envy neither the honor nor the responsibility of 
those who, at such times, are the choice of their par- 
ty to fill the high stations in their gift, and to lead the 
van in the great battle which is to be fought over 
again, before the objects for which we have been so 
long contending can be secured and settled upon a 
permanent foundation. For the sake of the country 
and the great interests at stake, I earnestly trust that 
they will be able to bear the whig banner trium- 
phantly through the perils which now encompass it. 
Great as these perils are, however, I see nothing to 
bring despair. They are not greater or more formi- 
dable than the whigs of Tennessee have heretofore 
encountered and overcome. 


I trust | may ask of my friends, and of the party 
which I have so long served, that I may avail yes 
of this occasion to say that I have been assured, from 
various respectable sources, that the preference given 
to two other gentlemen for the vacancies in the se- 
nate of the United States, at a time and under cir- 
cumstances which very naturally led to a general ex- 





pectation among the whigs of other sections of the 
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union that I would be chosen to fill one of them, was 
not intended as a censure or disapproval of my course 
in a recent and very critical emergency, vor the re- 
sult of any distrust a oe whigs of the state ge- 
nerally of my devotion to the principles I have so long 
advocated and sustained. This has not been made 
known to the public through any channel, so far as I 
know; yet I think it but sheer justice to me that it 
should be done; and I beg pardon for what may seem 
to be an act of indelicacy in me, in alluding, in this 
correspondence, to a matter so exclusively personal 
in its nature. 
Pleased with this opportunity of saying so much in 
to some points upon which I had not foreseen 
that I could find any suitable occasion to express my 
sentiments; and feeling as highly gratified and com- 
plimented by the tender of a public dinner, and espe- 
cially by the strong assurances of unabated attach- 
ment and confidence with which it has been accom- 
panied, as I could possibly be by the dinner itself, I 


respectfully decline it. I flatter myself that my 
friends will perceive in this course no evidence either 


of indifference to their wishes or to any public inte- 
rests connected with such a demonstration of feeling 
and sentiment at this particular juncture. It would 

ive me much pleasure to meet my old friends at the 

estive board, and to communicate freely with them 
upon all the subjects which excite attention at the 
present time; but as I am about to become a neighbor 
constantly resident among them, I hope to enjoy that 
pleasure frequently, in a more private though not less 
agreeable manner. 

I beg you, gentlemen, to accept my grateful ac- 
knowledgments for the kind and obliging manner in 
which you have executed the intention of those in 
whose behalf you act. 

Be assured, also, of the sincere regard I entert@jn 
for you individually. JOHN BELL. 


HARRISBURG CONVENTION. 
* The history of the nominations of Ex-President 
Harrison and Vice President Tyler, may to some ex- 
tent be collected from the following articles: 


From the N. Y. Courier and Enquier. 

When the representatives of the whig party as- 
sembled at Harrisburg in December, 1839, to nomi- 
nate candidates for president and vice president, John 
Tyler appeared as one of the whig delegates from 
Virginia. He avowed from the assembling of the 
convention, his preference for Mr. Clay over all the 
other candidates; was very active in presenting his 
name prominently to the convention, and in conver- 
sation with certain delegates from this state assigned 
as a conclusive reason why Mr. Clay should be nomi- 
nated, that his principles were so much better under- 


stood than those of either General Harrison or Ge- | 


neral Scatt. ‘‘We know,” said he, ‘‘Mr. Clay’s prin- 
ciples—they are known to the country at large—the 
people know and are familiar with them—while if 
we take either of the other gentlemen for our candi- 
date, we are coma to rely upon their professions. 
Not so with Mr. Clay. His whole life has been devot- 
ed to his principles.” 

When Gen. Harrison was nominated, Mr. John 
Tyler took the defea: of Mr. Clay so much to heart, 
that he actually shed tears over the result; and this 
being known to Mr. Clay’s ardent and devoted friends 
from North Carolina, it greatly endeared Mr. Tyler 
to that delegation. Now mark the consequences of 
this apparent devotion to Mr. Clay. 

General Harrison having received the nomination 
for the presidency, a committee was appointed to 
select a proper person for the vice presidency. This 
committee very promptly brought forward the name 
of Mr. Crittenden, the late attorney general of the 
United States. The Kentucky delegation was wait- 
ed upon and apprised of their intention to name Mr. 
Crittenden to the convention as vice president. ‘To 
this, General Metcalf and his associates promptly de- 
murred. They looked upon it as a peace offering for 
having rejected Mr. Clay’s claims; and in the name 
of Kentucky refused any other honor than that of 
supporting the nominees of the convention. The 
committee then fixed upon John Bell, of Tennessee, 
and waited upon the Tennessee delegation to give 
the nomination their approval. Here again they met 
with arespectful, but firm refusal to accede to the pro- 
position. 

From the first, they had perceived the indelicacy 
and absolute impropriety of nominating one of their 
own body; but the admitted talents, high standing 
and elevated patriotism of Willie P. Mangum of 
North Carolina, attracted the attention of the com- 
mittee, and they unanimously tendered him the no- 
mination. He assured them that he looked upon a 
nomination equivalent to an election; and that he 
would have deemed it the proudest and happiest 
moment of his life, to have been in a situation where 

he might without violating in his estimation, every 


feeling of proprieiy and delicacy, have accepted the 
nomination. But unfortunately he was a member of 
the convention; and therefore, could not and would 
not accept of it. 

The committee endeavored to persuade him to 
change his determination, but without success. They 
then applied to his colleagues from North Carolina 
to aid ran but they, too, were unsuccessful; and 
the committee finally left them saying, “we indulge 
the hope that you will succeed in inducing Mr. Man- 
gum to change his determination; but if not, we 
commit to you, the delegation from North Carolina, 
and the devoted friends of Henry Clay, the selection 
of a suitable candidate for the vice presidency. Mr. 
Mangum adhered to his decision that®he could not 
without a gross violation of delieacy and propriety, 
accept the profferred and much desired nomination; 
and his colleagues, having in mind the devotion of 
John Tyler, of Virginia, to the principles of Henry 
Ciay—his zealous and untiring efforts to procure his 
nomination for the presidency—proposed him to the 
committee as a suitable candidate for vice presidency!! 
The committee accepted the substitute thus offered 
to them; and although every delegate from Virginia 
voted against his name being placed upon the whig 
ticket, the convention, having a vivid recollection of 
his avowed devotion to the principles of Henry Clay, 
very cheerfully placed his name on the same ticket 
with that of the venerated Harrison. 


A Letter From mr. Leen. To the editors of the 
Richmond Whig. GenTLeMeEN: In an editorial arti- 
cle published in your paper of the Ist instant, it is 
stated that— 

“So far from Mr. Tyler having been seleeted at 
Harrisburg ‘in obedience to the popular will,’ he had 
scarcely been thought of for the nomination. Mr. 
Tallmadge was the universal choice of the whig 
party, and had he consented to accept, would have 
received the unanimous nomination of that enlight- 
ened convention. Next to Mr. Tallmadge, Mr. 
Leigh was the choice of the Harrisburg convention, 
and had not his honorable but overstrained scruples 
of delicacy interposed, Mr. Leigh would have been 
unanimously nominated, and would now have been 
president of the United States. (By the way, we have 
not yet forgiven him for suffering a mere phantasy to mar 
the public happiness, and to impose upon us such an abor- 
tion of a president as John Tyler ). 

‘“‘We are dealing in history, not in fiction. Mr. 
Leigh having declined, for the refined scruple that to 
accept the nomination from a body of which he was 
a member might be imputed as procuring his own 
nomination, Gov. Owen, of North Carolina, then 
suggested Mr. Tyler, for the sole reason that his 
/name had been on the White ticket in 1836, and had 
thus been heard of in the south and southwest. No 
other name was mentioned, and Mr. Tyler was ac- 
cepted as an alternative, not a choice. In fact, no- 
body thought about the office as of any importance, 
or cared much who filled it. We guess they will be 
more peticler another time. In Virginia, where he is 
best known, Tyler was so entirely obnoxious, from 
his conduct at the senatorial election in 1839, that 
no body of whigs would have trusted him for any 
place; and the proof of the fact is, that the Virgin- 
ia delegation at Harrisburg refused to vote for him 
to a man, concealing their motives, however, under 
the plea of delicacy! We said above that we are deal- 
ing in history, not in fiction.” 

From whatever source you have derived the in- 
formation on which you have founded this statement, 
I must request you to let your readers know that you 
derived no part of it from me; and as, under the cir- 
cumstances of the publication, my silence might be 
regarded as a confirmation of the statement, | must 
say further that the information you have received is 
erroneous in respect both to Mr. Tyler and to me. 

It is my belief thatafter Gen. Harrison was nomi- 
nated for the presidency, Mr. Tyler was the choice of 
a majority of the Harrisburg convention for the vice 
presidency, and I am quite sure that 1 was not—as 
sure as | can be of any thing which depends on the 
evidence of facts passing under my own eyes. A 
succinct account of the transaction will render this 
plain. 

The convention met, and was organised on Wed- 
nesday morning. A resolution was adopted, after 
some debate, that a general committee should be ap- 
pointed, to consist of committees to be appointed by 
the respective delegations from the several states, to 
collect the votes of the several delegations for the 
nomination of fit persons for the office of president 
and vice president of the United States—eachdele- 
gation to give the same number of votes in making 
the nominations as the state it represented was enti- 
tled to electoral votes in the election—and whenever 
any one person should have a majority of the whole 
number of such votes, the nomination to be reported 
to the convention. 





The ‘several delegations appointed their commit- 
tees to compose the general committee, on the same 
evening, or early Thursday morning. The delega- 
tion from Virginia appointed me alone to act as the 
committee on its part; all the other delegations a 
es per three members, except one or two which 

ad not as many as three delegates in attendance. 

The general committee met early Thursday morn- 
ing, and appointed Gov. Owen, of North Carolina, its 
chairman, and Mr. Bacon, of Connecticut, secretary, 

The first step of the general committee was to 
collect, through the agency of the particular com- 
mittees of which it was composed, the sense of the 
individual members of the convention as to the no- 
mination for the presidency. It appeared that there 
was a plurality of the individual votes for Mr. Clay, 
but not a majority of the whole. The other votes 
were divided between Gen. Harrison and Gen. Scott. 

The general committee next proceeded to collect 
the votes of the delegations for the nomination for 
the presidency. It appeared that there was a plura- 
lity of them, but nota majority of the whole for Mr. 
Clay, the other votes being divided between General 
Harrison and General Scott. The voting for the 
nomination of president continned all day Thursday 
and Friday, without any other intermission than what 
was necessary to enable the particular committees 
to report the result of each vote to their respective 
delegations. On Friday night, a majority of the 
electoral votes were cast for the nomination of Gen, 
Harrison. Upon which it was agreed that the ge- 
neral committee should meet again next morning, 
and that the particular committees should then come 
prepared to cast the votes of their respective dele- 
gations for the nomination of the vice president.— 
And then the committee rose and reported to the 
convention the nomination of General Harrison for 
the presidency. This was done about eleven o’clock 
Friday night. 

During all the time the general committee was 
thus collecting the votes for the nomination of the 
president, little or nothing was publicly said, in that 
committee, on the subject of the vice president, except 
only that it was understood to be the unanimous sen- 
timent of them all, that if Mr. Ciay should be no- 
minated for president, the vice president should be 
selected from a non-slaveholding state, and if Gen. 
Harrison or General Scott should be nominated for 
the presidency, some gentleman from a slaveholding 
state should be nominated for vice president. 

From private conversation with the members of 
the general committee, I thought that Mr. Tyler 
would be the choice of a majority of those who com- 
posed that committee for vice president, in case 
General Harrison or General Scott should be nomi- 
nated for the presidency. And I mentioned to the 
Virginia delegation that that was my impression as to 
the sentiment of the general committee. Mr. Tyler 
was present and disclaimed all wish upon the sub- 
ject. Governor Owen told me privately that he 
thought the nomination of Mr. Tyler would be ju- 
dicious, and particularly that it would be acceptable 
to the whigs of North Carolina, because he had been 
run on the ticket with judge White at the previous 
election, and had thus become known to them, and 
they had formed favorable sentiments of him, and I 
have no doubt he said the same thing to other mem- 
bers of the committee; but he never, to my know- 
ledge, pubticly suggested the nomination of Mr. Tyler. 

What passed among the members of the conven- 
tion who were not members of the general commit- 
tee, touching the nomination for the vice presidency, 
I knew not then, nor do T now know. No one in- 
formed me. I was so constantly in the general 
committee that I had hardly any opportunity for 
intercourse or conversation with the other members 
of the convention, except those of the Virginia de- 
legation; and but one of them said any thing to me, 
(so far as I remember), on the subject, and he 
only expressed his strong disapprobation of the no- 
mination of Mr. Tyler, not his preference for any 
other. Iam certain that no suggestion was made to 
me, or made known to me, and that I had not the 
least reason to believe that any member of ‘the con- 
vention had thought of nominating me for the vice 
presidency till the general committee met on Satur- 
day morning, the last day of the convention. 

Let it be remembered that all the particular com- 
mittees were expected to come prepared at that 
meeting, with instructions from their respective de- 
legations to cast their votes for the nomination of the 
vice president. I have no doubt that every one of 
them did come so prepared and instructed, except 
myself. The delegation from Virginia gave me bo 
instruction excepting (as I understood) that the no- 
mination would not be made on the first vote, and 
intending in that case, to make its selection among 
the nominees who should be presented by the other 
delegations; or, if the nomination should be made 
by general consent on the first vote, to concur in it. 
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When the general committee proceeded to collect. 
the votes for the nomination of the vice president, 
the states were called in the order in which they are 
generally called in the house of representatives of 
the United States. The committees from Maine and 
New Hampshire announced the votes of the delega- 
tions of those states; the votes of one were given for 
the nomination of Mr. Tyler; those of the other (I 
think, but am not itive) were given for some 
other gentleman. assachusetts being next called, 
Mr. Ashmun announced the vote of the delegation 
of that state for me. Upon this, I said, in substance, 
that, considering the part I had borne in the conven- 
tion, and especially in that all important general 
committee, being the only member of it from the 
Virginia delegation, no one of whom had ever sug- 
gested my name for the vice presidency—if, under 
such circumstances, I should receive the nomination, 
it might be said, without truth indeed, but with 
enough verisimilitude to make the imputation proba- 
ble, and therefore very distressing to my feelings, 
that I had procured the nomination for myself; that, 
in my opinion, my name, instead of giving any 
strength to the ticket, would probably weaken it, 
even in Virginia; and that I was resolved, for other 
reasons, that | would not accept any such nomina- 
tion—(1 did not state those reasons, and it would be 
idle to state them now)—and, therefore, I suggested 
to the committee from Massachusetts that it should 
return to its delegation, and suggest to them the pro- 
priety of changing their vote. That committee saw 
at once that I was sincere and decided, and, adopting 
my suggestion, immediately retired. 


It soon appeared that my “delicacy” had been 
“overstrained,” but for a reason very different from 
that which you, gentlemen, have supposed. The 
voting proceeded in the absence of the committee 
from Massachusetts. The several committees from 
the other delegations (that from Virginia excepted) 
acting under instructions given before I had said a 
word on the subject, and therefore uninfluenced by 
my declining the nomination, announced, in order as 


I have not, any more than you, approved the con- 
duct of Mr. Tyler since his translation to the presi- 
dency, in consequence of the death of General Har- 
rison; I would not, therefore, have him dispa- 
raged by an erroneous view of the facts attending 
rs ae a much more, by my silence as to those 

acts. 

It is perfectly true, as you suppose, that when Mr. 
Tyler was nominated for “vice president” by the 
Harrisburg convention, neither that body, nor, I be- 
lieve, any one member of it, looked to the contin- 
gency of his becoming president of the United States 
by the death of General Harrison—I acknowledge 
for myself, that that unhappy event never occurred to 
my mind. [I doubt very much whether, in any elec- 
tion since the amendment of the constitution of the 
United States touching the manner of electing the 
president and vice president, the vice president has 
ever been selected with any view to the contingency 
of his becoming president in consequence of the 
death of the president elected by the people. 

Richmond, Dec. 3, 1841. B. W. LEIGH. 

The Madisonian of the 7th in reference to the sub- 
ject says: “After repeatedly asking the question, 
‘who nominated Johan Tyler for vice president?’ and re- 
ferring to recorded facts for the answer, we have at 
length drawn forth a reply from a prominent mem- 
ber of the Harrisburg convention—the hon. Benja- 
min Watkins Leigh. 

“We did not put the ‘question’ without an object, 
nor cease to repeat it till we have gained an end— 
and one that will lead to other objects and ulterior 
ends. For the present, we have no occasion to com- 
ment upon the card of the hon. Mr. Leigh; when we 
do, we shall ‘speak by the card.’ The regard for 
truth and candor evinced in his communication does 
great credit to his character.” 


Noticing the card which follows, the Richmond 
Whig of the 4th inst. says: “Mr. Leigh’s card will 
attract attention. The editor who made the state- 
ment which he, in appearance, not in effect, contro- 
verts, made it upon the authority of a member of 





they were called, the votes of their respective dele- 
gations. Not another vote was given former. A 
majority of the whole number of votes, and a large 
majority too, was given for the nomination of Mr. 
Tyler. The other votes were scattering. It was 
then suggested to the committees which had given 
the scattering votes, that they should return to their 
delegations, report the state of the vote whereby 
Mr. Tyler was already nominated, and propose that 
their votes should also be given for him. Those com- 
mittees retired in pursuance of this suggestion, con- 
sulted their delegations, and, soon returning, gave 
their votes also for Mr. Tyler. , 


I then said that, as Mr. Tyler was a member of the 
Virginia delegation, I thought that delegation would 
best consult his feelings and bis dignity by withhold- 
ing their vote altogether, so that the nomination 
should be entirely the act of the other delegations. 
J did not take this course because [ thought the Vir- 
ginia delegation would hesitate to concur in the no- 
mination, and that willingly and promptly. My real 
and my declared purpose was, now, that Mr. Tyler 
had received the nomination, to place him before the 
country on the most elevated ground on which he 
could stand. 


The committee rose, and Governor Owen report- 
ed to the convention that Mr. Tyler had been nomi- 
nated for the office of vice president by the unani- 
mous votes of all the delegations, except that of Vir- 
ginia, which had not voted at all. And I then stated 
publicly, in the convention, the same reasons for 
withholding the vote of the Virginia delegation which 
I had declared in the committee; and this was done 
in such a manner as not to disparage Mr. Tyler by 
withholding the vote of the Virginia delegation, but 
to elevate him. This was the real motive and pur- 
pose of my conduct; and this, I am sure, was its ef- 
fect; for which I appeal to every surviving member 
of the convention. ‘The scene cannot have been for- 
gotten. 


Saying this, it is proper I should add, that Mr. 
Tyler would not have been my choice for the vice 
presidency, if the state of the vote for his nomina- 
tion had left me any choice. My own wish was that 
Mr. Mangum, of North Carolina, should be nominat- 
ed; or, if the vice president should be selected from 
Virginia, my vote would have been for the nomina- 
tion of James Barbour. I expressed these sentiments 
to the few gentlemen with whom I had an opportu- 
nity of conversing on the subject. But 1 had no 
such objection to Mr. Tyler as would have induced 
me to dissent from his nomination, when I found it 
agreeable to the sense of the delegations from the 
other states; and I think that this was the general 
sentiment, at the time, of the delegation from Vir- 
ginia. 1 certainly acted under the impression that it 
was so, 





the convention. That editor believes, that from his 
delicacy and other causes, Mr. Leigh knew less of 
| what passed in the under-currents at Harrisburg 
| than any other member of the body. Unquestiona- 
bly he is accurate so far as he knew or now believes 
|—but he is not a man to know much of under-cur- 
rents. He may or may not, take this as a compli- 
ment. We re-assert that Tallmadge was first choice 
_—Leigh next—then Mangum—then Bell—and that 
| Tyler was taken up when the others could not be 
persuaded. What we are laboring to disprove is the 
statement of the Ohio paper—edited by a brother- 
in-law of Mr. Tyler—that the whigs of the United 
States had demanded and dictated his nomination. 
That fact is assuredly false, and that conceded to us, 
we are indifferent to all the rest. 

“Mr. Leigh’s observations are mainly confined to 
what passed under his own eye, in the ‘grand com- 
mittee.’ See the statement by a member of the con- 
vention from New York as to what passed elsewhere 
and prior to the action of the ‘grand committee.” 

“To the editors of the Courier & Enquirer. In your 
reply to the inquiry of the Madisonian, relating to 
the nomination of John Tyler, as the whig candidate 
for vice president, you have fallen into two or three 
errors which I ask leave to correct. It is true, as 
you say, that the nomination for vice president was 
tendered to Mr. Crittenden, of Kentucky, whose de- 
legation, most unfortunately for the republic, de- 
clined it. Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, was next propos- 
ed, but as that state was not represented in the con- 
vention, we could find no delegate from the south 
authorised or willing to vouch for Mr. Bell’s accep- 
tance of the office. Mr. Preston was then proposed, 
but South Carolina, at least so far as the whig con- 
vention was concerned, was out of the union, and as 
none of the southern delegates approved of the sug- 
gestion, Mr. P. was dropped. - We then made a dash 
at North Carolina, whose strong, full, whole hearted 
whig delegates were in the convention. ‘The choice 
was left to her delegates, and they designated the 
late Governor Owen, who was present, and for rea- 
sons honorable to his delicacy as a gentleman, and to 
his patriotism as a whig, declined the nomination. 

“These efforts to secure the nomination of some 
tried, staunch, distinguished whig, came from the 
delegates who had opposed the nomination of Mr. 
Clay for president. Their object, after the selection 
of a whig worthy of the vice presidency, was to har- 
mOnise and strengthen the party. But failing to unite 
in convention upon some distinguished friend of Mr. 
Clay as vice president, the question was referred to 
the “Grand Committee,” consisting of three dele- 
gates from each state. In that committee, Messrs. 
Crittenden, Bell, Preston and Owen, having declin- 
ed, a delegate from Massachusetts, nominated Ben). 
Watkins Leigh, who, (he being a member of the 








brought forward and subsequently nominated. You 
will see, therefore, that Mr. Tyler is eminently in- 
debted to a series of accidents for his elevation to the 
presidency. 

“I ought to add that but for the fact that Mr. Por- 
ter, a delegate from Dutchess, produced a letter 
from the hon. N. P. Tallmadge, declining to be a 
candidate, He would have received the nomination, 
and consequently now have been our president.” 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


To the senate and house of 
representatives of the United States: 

In coming together, fellow citizens, to enter again 
upon the discharge of the duties with which the peo- 
ple have charged us, severally, we find great occasion 
to rejoice in the general prosperity of the country.— 
We are in the enjoyment of all the blessings of civil 
and religious liberty, with unexampled means of edu- 
cation, knowledge andimprovement. Through the 
year which is now drawing to a close, peace has been 
in our borders, and plenty in our habitations; and al- 
though disease has visited some few portions of the 
land with distress and mortality, yet in general the 
health of the people has been preserved, and we are 
all called upon, by the highest obligations of duty, to 
renew our thanks and our devotion to our Heavenly 
Parent, who has continued to vouchsafe to us the 
eminent blessings which surround us, and who has so 
signally crowned the year with his goodness. If we 
find ourselves increasing, beyond example, in num- 
bers, in strength, in wealth, in knowledge, in every 
thing which promotes human and social happiness, 
let us ever remember our dependence, for all these, 
on the protection and merciful dispensations of Di- 
vine Providence. 

[Foreign Re_ations—Great Briraiw.] 

[The McLeod case]. Since your last adjourn- 
ment, Alexander McLeod, a British subject, who 
was indicted for the murder of an American citizen, 
and whose case has been the subject of a correspon- 
dence heretofore communicated to you, has been ac- 
quitted by the verdict of an impartial and intelligent 
jury, and has, under the judgment of the court, been 
regularly discharged. 

Great Britain having made known to this govern- 
ment that the expedition which was fitted out from 
Canada for the destruction of the steamboat Caroline, 
in the winter of 1837, and which resulted in the de- 
struction of said boat, and in the death of an Ameri- 
can citizen, was undertaken by orders emanating 
from the authorities of the British government, in 
Canada, and demanding the discharge of McLeod 
upon the ground that, if engaged in that expedition, 
he did but fulfil the orders of his government, has 
thus been answered in the only way in which she 
could be answered by a government, the powers of 
which are distributed among its several departments 
by the fundamental law. Happily for the people of 
Great Britain, as well as those of the United States, 
the only mode by which an individual, arraigned for 
a criminal offence, before the courts of either, can 
obtain his discharge, is by the independent action of 
the judiciary, and by proceedings equally familiar to 
the courts of both countries. 


If in Great Britain a power exists in the crown to 
cause to be entered a nolle prosequi, which is not the 
case with the executive power of the United States 
upon a prosecution pending in a state court; yet 
there, no more than here, can the chief executive 
power rescue a prisoner from custody without an or- 
der of the proper tribunal directing his discharge.— 
The precise stage of the proceedings at which such 
order may be made, is a matter of municipal regula- 
tion exclusively, and not to be complained of by any 
other government. In cases of this kind, a govern- 
ment becomes politically responsible only, when its 
tribunals of last resort are shown to have rendered 
unjust and injurious judgments in matters not doubt- 
ful. To the establishment and elucidation of this 
principle, no nation has lent its authority, more effi- 
ciently than Great Britain. Alexander McLeod hay- 
ing his option either to proseeute a writ of error 
from the decision of the supreme court of New 
York, which had been rendered upon his application 
fora discharge, to the supreme court of the United 
States, or to submit his case to the decision of a ju- 
ry, preferred the Jatter, deeming it the readiest mode 
of obtaining his liberation, and the result has fully 
sustained the wisdom of his choice. The manner in 
which the issue submitted was tried, will satisfy the 
English government that the principles of justice 
will never fail to govern the enlightened decision of 
an American tribunal. I cannot fail, however, to 
suggest to congress the propriety, and, in some de- 
gree, the necessity, of making such provisions by 
law, so far as they may constitutionally do so, for the 
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of the party, of all such eases as may hereafter arise, 
and which may involve the faithful observance and 
execution of our international obligations, from the 
state to the federal judiciary. This government, by 
our institutions, is c with the maintenance of 

ace and the preservation of amicable relations 
with the nations of the earth, and ought to possess, 
without question, all the reasonable and proper 
means of maintaining the one and preserving the 
other. Whilst just confidence is felt in the judiciary 
of the states, yt this government ought to be compe- 
tent in itself for the fulfilment of the high duties 
which have been devolved upon it under the organic 
law, by the states themselves. 

[The Grogan affair]. In the month of Septem- 
ber, a party of armed men from Upper Canada in- 
vaded the territory of the United States, and forcibly 
seized upon the person of one Grogan, and, under 
circumstances of great harshness, hurriedly carried 
him beyond the limits of the United States, and deli- 
vered him up to the authorities of Upper Canada.— 
His immediate discharge was ordered by those au- 
thorities, upon the facts of the case being brought to 
their knowledge—a course of procedure which was 
to have been expected from a nation with whom we 
are at peace, and which was not more due to the 
rights of the United States, than to its own regard for 
justice. The correspondence which passed between 
the department of state, and the British envoy, Mr. 
Fox, and with the governor of Vermont, as soon as 
the facts had been made known to this department, 
are herewith communicated. 

[The affair of the Caroline]. I regret that it is 
not in my power to make known to you an equally 
satisfactory conclusion in the case of the Caroline 
steamer, with the circumstances connected with the 
destruction of which, in December, 1837, by an arm- 
ed force fitted out in the province of Upper Canada, 
you are already made acquainted. No such atone- 
ment as was due for the public wrong done to the 
United States by this invasion of her territory, so 
wholly irreconcilable with her rights as an indepen- 
dent power, has yet been made. In the view taken 
by this government, the inquiry whether the vessel 
was in the employment of those who were prosecu- 
ting an unauthorised war against that province, or 
was engaged by the owner in the business of trans- 
porting passengers to and from Navy Island in hopes 
of private gain, which was most probably the case, 
in no degree alters the real question at issue between 
the two governments. ‘This government can never 
concede to any foreign government the power, ex- 
cept in a case of the most urgent and extreme neces- 
sity, of invading its territory, either to arrest the 

ersons or destroy the property of those who may 

ave violated the municipal laws of such foreign go- 
vernment, or have disregarded their obligations aris- 
ing under the law of nations. The territory of the 
United States must be regarded as sacredly secure 
against all such invasions, until they shall voluntarily 
acknowledge their inability to acquit themselves of 
their duties to others. And in announcing this senti- 
ment, I do but affirm a principle which no nation on 
earth would be more ready to vindicate, at all haz- 
ards, than the people and government of Great Bri- 
tain. 

If, upon a full investigation of all the facts, it shall 
appear that the owner of the Caroline was governed 
by a hostile intent, or had made common cause with 
those who were in the occupancy of Navy Island, 
then, so far as he is concerned, there can be no claim 
to indemnity for the destruction of his boat, which 
this government would feel itself bound to prosecute 
—since he would have acted not only in derogation 
of the rights of Great Britain, but in clear violation 
of the laws of the United States; but that is a ques- 
tion which, however settled, in no manner involves 
the higher consideration of the violation of territorial 
sovereignty and jurisdiction. ‘To recognise it as an 
admissible practice that each government, in its turn, 
upon any sudden and unauthorised out-break, which, 
on a frontier, the extent of which renders it impossi- 
ble for either to have an efficient force on every mile 
of it, and which out-break, therefore, neither may be 
able to suppress in a day, may take vengeance into 
its own hands, and without even a remonstrance, and 
in the absence of any pressing or overruling necessi- 
ty, may invade the territory of the other, would ine- 
vitably lead to results equally to be deplored by both. 
When border collisions come to receive the sanction, 
or to be made on the authority of either government, 
general war must be the inevitable result. While it 
is the ardent desire of the United States to cultivate 
the relations of peace with all nations, and to fulfil 
all the duties of good neighborhood towards those 
who possess territories adjoining their own, that very 
desire would lead them to deny the right of any fo- 
reign power to invade their boundary with an armed 
force, ‘The correspondence between the two govern- 
ments on this subject, will, at a future day of your 





session, be submitted to your consideration; and in 
the meantime, I cannot but indulge the hope that the 
British government will see the propriety of renounc- 
ing, as a rule of future action, the precedent which 
has been set in the affair at png ae 
Correspondence respecting i search—T 
ue trade.| I herewith submit the correspondence 
which has recently taken place between the Ameri- 
can minister at the court of St. James, Mr. Stevenson, 
and the minister of foreign affairs of that government 
on the right claimed by that government to visit and 
detain vessels sailing under the American flag and en- 
gaged in prosecuting lawful commerce in the African 
seas. Our commercial interests in that region have 
experienced considerable increase, and havé beeome 
an object of much importance, and it is the duty of 
this government to protect them against all improper 
and vexatious interruption. However desirous the 
United States may be for the suppression of the slave 
trade, they cannot consent to interpolations into the 
maritime code, at the mere will and pleasure of other 
governments. We deny the right of any such inter- 
polation to any one, or all the nations of the earth, 
without our consent. We claim to have a voice in 
all amendments or alterations of that code—and when 
we are given to understand, as in this instance, by a 
foreign government, that its treaties with other na- 
tions cannot be executed without the establishment 
and enforcement of new principles of maritime po- 
lice, to be applied without our consent, we must em- 
ploy a language neither of equivocal import, or sus- 
ceptible of misconstruction. American citizens pro- 
secuting a lawfu! commerce in the African seas, un- 
der the flag of their country, are not responsible for 
the abuse or unlawful use of that flag by others; nor 
can they rightfully on account of any such alleged 
abuses, be interrupted, molested or detained while on 
the ocean; and if thus molested and detained, while 
pursuing honest voyages in the usual way, and vio- 
lating no law themselves, they are unquestionably en- 
titled to indemnity. This government has manifest- 
ed its repugnance to the slave trade, in a manner 
which cannot be misunderstood. By its fundamental 
law, it prescribed limits in point of time to its conti- 
nuance; and against its own citizens, who might so 
far forget the rights of humanity as to engage in that 
wicked traffic, it has long since, by its municipal 
laws, denounced the most condign panishment. 
Many of the states composing this union, had made 
appeals to the civilized world for its suppression, long 
before the moral sense of other nations had become 
shocked by the iniquities of the traffic. Whether 
this government should now enter into treaties con- 
taining mutual stipulations upon this subject, is a 
uestion for its mature deliberation. Certain it is, 
that if the right to detain American ships on the 
high seas can be justified on the plea of a necessity 
for such detention, arising out of the existence of 
treaties between other nations, the same plea may be 
extended and enlarged by the new stipulations of new 
treaties, to which the United States may not be a 
party. This government will not cease to urge upon 
that of Great Britain, full and ample remuneration 
for all losses, whether arising from detention or 
otherwise, to which American eitizens have hereto- 
fore been, or may hereafter be subjected, by the ex- 
ercise of rights which this government cannot recog- 
nise as legitimate and proper. Nor willl indulge a 
doubt but that the sense of justice of Great Britain 
will constrain her to make retribution for any wrong, 
or loss, which any American citizen, engaged in the 
prosecution of lawful commerce, may have experi- 
enced at the hand of her cruisers, or other public au- 
thorities, This government, at the same time, will 
relax no effort to prevent its citizens, if there be any 
so disposed, from prosecuting a traffic so revolting to 
the feelings of humanity. It seeks to do no more 
than to protect the fair and honest trader, from mo- 
lestation and injury; but while the enterprising ma- 
riner, engaged in the pursuit of an honorable trade, 
is entitled to its protection, it will visit with condign 
punishment, others of an opposite character. 

[The slave trade.| I invite your attention to ex- 
isting laws for the suppression of the African slave 
trade, and recommend all such alterations, as ma 
give to them greater force and efficacy. That the 
American flag is grossly abused by the abandoned 
and profligate of other nations, is but too probable. 
Congress has, not long since, had this subject under 
its consideration, and its importance well justifies re- 
newed and anxious attention. 


[Rice duties.} [also communicate herewith the 
copy of a correspondence between Mr. Stevenson 
and Lord Palmerston, upon the subject so interesting 
to several of the southern states, of the rice duties, 
which resulted honorably to the justice of Great 
Britain, and advantageously to the United States. 

[ The northeast boundary.) At the opening of the 
last annual session, the president informed congress 
of the progress which had then been made in nego- 
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tiating a convention between this government and 
that of England, with a view to the final settlement 
of the question of the boundary between the territo- 
rial limits of the two countries. I regret to say, that 
little farther advancement of the object has been ac- 
complished since last year; but this is owing to circum- 
stances no way indicative of any abatement of the de- 
sire of both parties to hasten the negotiation to its con- 
clusion, and to settle the question in dispute, as early as 
possivle, In the course of the session, it is my hope 
to be able to announce some further degree of pro- 


gress, towards the accomplishment of this highly de- 


sirable end. 

The commission appointed by this government for 
the exploration and survey of the line of bounda 
separating the states of Maine and New Hampshire 
from the conterminous British provinces is, it is be- 
lieved, about to close its field labors, and is expected 
soon to report the results of its examinations to the 
department of state. The report, when received, 
will be laid before congress. 

[RELATIONS WITH SPAIN.] 

The failure on the part of Spain to pay, with 
punctuality, the interest due under the convention of 
1834, for the settlement of claims between the two 
countries, has made it the duty of the executive to 
call the particular attention of that government to 
the subject. A disposition has been manifested by it, 
which is believed to be entirely sincere, to fulfil its 
obligations, in this respect,so soon as its internal 
condition and the state of its finances will permit. 
An arrangement is in progress, from the result of 
which, it is trusted that those of our citizens who 
have claims under the convention, will, at no distant 
day, receive the stipulated payments. 


[TREATY WITH BELGIUM. } 

A treaty of commerce and navigation with Bel- 
gium was concluded and signed at Washington on the 
29th March, 1840, and was duly sanctioned by the 
senate of the United States. The treaty was rati- 
fied by his Belgian majesty, but did not receive the 
approbation of the Belgian chambers within the time 
limited by its terms, and has, therefore, become void. 

This occurrence assumes the graver aspect from 
the consideration that, in 1833, a treaty negotiated 
between the two governments, and ratified on the 
part of the United States, failed to be ratified on the 
part of Belgium. The representative of that go- 
vernment, at Washington, informs the department of 
state that he has been instructed to give explanations 
of the causes which occasioned delay in the approval 
of the late treaty by the legislature, and to express 
the regret of the king at the occurrence. 

[RELATIONS WITH TEXAS. ] 

The joint commission under the convention with 
Texas, to ascertain the true boundary between the 
two countries, has concluded its labors; but the final 
report of the commissioner of the United States has 
not been received. It is understood, however, that 
the meridian line, as traced by the commission, lies 
somewhat further east than the position hitherto ge- 
nerally assigned to it, and, consequently, includes in 
Texas some part of the territory which had been 
considered as belonging to the states of Louisiana 
and Arkansas. 

The United States cannot but take a deep interest 
in whatever relates to this young, but growing re- 
public. Settled principally by emigrants from the 
United States, we have the happiness to know, that 
the great principles of civil liberty are there destin- 
ed to flourish, under wise institutions acd wholesome 
laws; and that, through its example, another evidence 
is to be afforded of the capacity of popular institu- 
tions, to advance the prosperity, happiness, and per- 
manent glory of the human race. The great truth, 
that government was made for the people, and not 
the people for government, has already been estab- 
lished in the practice and by the example of these 
United States; and we can do no other than contem- 
plate its further exemplification by a sister republic, 
with the deepest interest. 

[SOUTH AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS. | 

Our relations with the independent states of this 

hemisphere, formerly under the dominion of Spain, 


Y| have not undergone any material change within the 


past year. ‘The incessant sanguinary conflicts in, or 
between those countries, are to be greatly deplored, 
as necessarily tending to disable them from perform- 
ing their duties as members of the community of na- 
tions, and rising to the destiny which the position and 
natural resources of many of them might lead them 
justly to anticipate, as constantly giving occasion, 
also, directly or indirectly, for complaints on the 
part of our citizens who resort thither for purposes 
of commercial intercourse, and as retarding repara- 
tion for wrongs already committed, some of which 
are by no means of recent date. 

The failure of the congress of Ecuador to hold a 
session, at the time appointed for that purpose, in 
January last, will probably render abortive a treaty 
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of commerce with that republic, which was si 


at Quito on the 13th of June, 1839, and had been’, th 


duly ratified on our part, but which required the ap- 
of that body, prior to its ratification by the 
ian executive. 

A convention which has been concluded with the 
republic of Peru, providing for the settlement of 
certain claims of citizens of the United States, upon 
the government of that republic, will be duly sub- 
mitted to the senate. 

The claims of our citizens against the Brazilian 

vernment, originating from captures, and other 
causes, are still unsatisfied. The United States have, 
however, 80 uniformily shown a disposition to culti- 
vate relations of amity with that empire, that it is 
hoped, the unequivocal tokens of the same spirit to- 
wards us, which an adjustment of the affairs referred 
to would afford, will be given without further avoid- 
able delay. 

[FLORIDA WAR. ] 

The war with the Indian tribes on the peninsula of 
Florida has, during the last summer and fall, been 
prosecuted with untiring activity and zeal. A sum- 
mer campaign was resolved upon, as the best mode 
of bringing it to a close. Our brave officers and 
men who have been engaged in that service, have 
suffered toils and privations, and exhibited an ener- 
gy, which, in any other war, would have won for 
them unfading laurels. In despite of the sickness 
incident to the climate, they have penetrated the fast- 
nesses of the Indians, broken up their encampments, 
and harassed them unceasingly. Numbers have been 
captured, and still greater numbers have surrendered, 
and have been transported to join their brethren on the 
lands elsewhere allotted to them by the government, 
and a strong hope is entertained that, under the con- 
duct of the gallant officer at the head of the troops 
in Florida, that troublesome and expensive war is 

destined to a speedy termination. With all the 
other Indian tribes, we are enjoying the blessings of 
peace. Our duty, as well as our best interests, 

rompt us to observe, in all our intercourse with 
them, fidelity in fulfilling our engagements, the prac- 
tice of strict justice, as well as the constant exer- 
cise of acts of benevolence and kindness. These 
are the great instruments of civilization, and through 
the use of them alone, can the untutored child of the 
forest be induced to listen to its teachings. 


[cENSUS. | 

The secretary of state,on whom the acts of con- 
gress have devolved the duty of directing the pro- 
ceedings for the taking of the sixth census, or enu- 
meration of the inhabitants of the United States, 
will report to the two houses the progress of that 
work. The enumeration of persons has been com- 
pleted, and exhibits a grand total of 17,069,453; 
making an increase over the census of 1830, 4,202,646 
inhabitants, and showing a gain in a ratio exceeding 
323 per cent. for the last ten years. 

[FINANCES. ] 

From the report of the secretary of the treasury, 
jou will be informed of the condition of the finances. 
I'he balance in the treasury on the Ist of January 
last, as stated in the report of the secretary of the 
treasury, submitted to congress at the extra session, 
was $987,345 03. The receipts into the treasury, dur- 
ing the first three quarters of this year, from all sour- 
ces, amount to $23,467,072 52. The estimated re- 
ceipts for the fourth quarter, amount to $6,943,095 25, 
amounting to $30,410,167 77; and making, with the 
balance in the treasury, on the first of January last, 
$31,397,512 80. The expenditures for the first three 
quarters of this year, amount to $24,734,346 97. The 
expenditures for the fourth quarter, as estimated, 
will amount to $7,290,723 73—tius making a total of 

2,025,070 70; and leaving a deficit to be provided 
or, on the first of Jan. next, of about $627,557 90. 

Of the loan of $12,000,000, which was authorised 
by congress at its late session, only {5,432,726 88 
have been negotiated. ‘The shortness of time which 
it had to run, has presented no inconsiderable impe- 
diment in the way of its being taken by capitalists at 
home, while the same cause would have operated 
with much greater force in the foreign market. For 
that reason the foreign market has not been resorted 
to; and it is now submitted, whether it would not be 
advisable to amend the law by making what remains 
undisposed of payable at more distant day. 

[TARIFF. | 

Should it be necessary, in any view that congress 
may take of the subject, to revise the existing tariff 
of duties, I beg leave to say, that, in the performance 
of that most delicate operation, moderate counsels 
would seem to be the wisest. The government un- 
der which it is our happiness to live, owes its ex~- 
istence to the spirit of compromise which prevailed 
among its framers—jarring aud discordant opinions 
could only have been reconciled by that noble spirit 
of patriotism, which prompted conciliation, and re- 
sulted in harmony. In the same spirit the compro- 


| mise bill, as it is commonly called, was adopted at 
e session of 1833. While the people of no portion 
of the union will ever hesitate to pay all nevessary 
taxes for the support of government, yet an innate 
repugnance exists, to the iposition of burthens not 
really necessary for that object. In imposing duties, 
however, for the purpose of revenue, a right to dis- 
criminate as to the articles on which the duty shall 
be laid, as well as the amount, necessarily and most 
properly exists. Otherwise the government would be 
ry in the condition of having to levy the samé 
uties upon all articles, the productive, as well as the 
unproductive. The slightest duty upon some, might 
have the effect of causing their importation to cease, 
whereas others entering extensively into the con- 
sumption of the country, might bear the heaviest, 
without any sensible diminution in the amount im- 
ported. So also the government may be justified in 
so discriminating, by reference to other considera- 
tions of domestic policy connected with our manu- 
factures. So long as the duties shall be laid with 
distinct reference to the wants of the treasury, no 
well founded objection can exist against them. It 
might be esteemed desirable that no such augmenta- 
tion of the taxes should take place as would have the 
effect of annulling the land proceeds distribution act 
of the last session, which act is declared to be in- 
operative the moment the duties are increased be- 
yond 20 per cent. the maximum rate established by 
the compromise act. Some of the provisions of the 
compromise act, which will go into effect on the 
30th day of June next, may, however, be found ex- 
ceedingly inconvenient in practice, under any regula- 
tions that congress may adopt. I refer more parti- 
cularly to that relating to the home valuation, A 
difference in value of the same articles to some ex- 
tent, will necessarily exist at different ports—but 
that is altogether insignificant, when compared with 
the conflicts in valuation, which are likely to arise, 
from the differencés of opinion among the numerous 
appraisers of merchandise. In many instances the 
estimates of value must be conjectural, and thus as 
many different rates of value may be established as 
there are appraisers. These differences in valuation 
may also be increased by the inclination, whieh with- 
out the slightest imputation on their honesty may 
arise on the part of the appraisers in favor of their 
respective ports of entry. I recommend this whole 
subject to the consideration of congress, with a single 
additional remark. Certainty and permanency in any 
system of governmental policy are, in all respects, 
eminently desirable; but more particularly is this 
true in all that affects trade and commerce, the ope- 
rations of which depend much more on the certainty 
of their returns, and calculations which embrace 
distant periods of time, than on high bounties, or 
duties, which are liable to constant fluctuations. 


[cURRENCY—EXCHANGES—FISCAL AGENTS. | 

At your last session, I invited your attention to the 
condition of the currency and exchanges, and urged 
the necessity of adopting such measures as were con- 
sistent with the constitutional competency of the 
government, in order to correct the unsoundness of 
the one, and as far as practicable the inequalities of 
the other. No country can be in the enjoyment of 
its full measure of prosperity, without the presence 
of a medium of exchange, approximating to unifor- 
mity of value. What is necessary as between the dif- 
ferent nations of the earth, is also important as be~- 
tween the inhabitants of different parts of the same 


| or in the purchase of produce. It could earnestly be 
desired that every bank, not ing the means of 
resumption, should follow the example of the late 
United States Bank of Pennsylvania, and go into 
liquidation, rather than by refusing to do so to con- 
tinue embarrassments in the way of solvent institu- 
tions, thereby augmenting the difficulties incident to 
the present condition of things. Whether this go- 
vernment, with due regard to the rights of the states 

S any power to constrain the banks, either to re- 
sume specie payments or to force them into liquida- 
tion, is an inquiry which will not fail to claim your 
consideration. In view of the great advantages which 
are allowed the corporators, not among the least of 
which is the authority contained in most of their 
charters, to make loans to three times the amount 
of their capital, thereby often deriving three times 
as much interest on the same amount of money as 
any individual is permitted by law to receive, no suf- 
ficient apology can be urged for a long continued 
suspension of specie payments. Such suspension is 
productive of the greatest detriment to the public, 
by expelling from circulation the precious metals, 
and seriously hazarding the success of any effort that 
this government can make, to increase commercial 
facilities, and to advance the public interests. 

This is the more to be regretted, and the indispen- 

sable necessity for a sound currency becomes the 
more manifest, when we reflect on the vast amount 
of the internal commerce of the country. Of this 
we have no statistics, nor just data for forming ade- 
quate opinions. But there can be no doubt, but that 
the amount of transportation coastwise, by sea, and 
the transportation inland by rail roads and canals, 
and by steamboats and other modes of conveyance, 
over, the surface of our vast rivers and immense 
lakes, and the value of property carried and inter- 
changed by these means, form a general aggregate, 
to which the foreign commerce of the country, large 
as it is, makes but a distant approach. 
In the absence of any controlling power over the 
subject, which by forcing a general resumption of 
specie payments would at once have the effect of re- 
storing a sound medium of exchange, and would 
leave to the country but little to desire, what mea- 
sure of relief, falling within the limits of our consti- 
tutional competency, does it become this government 
to adopt? It was my painful duty at your last session, 
under the weight of most solemn obligations, to dif- 
fer with congress on the measures which it proposed 
for my approval, and which it doubtless regarded as 
corrective of existing evils. Subsequent reflection, 
and events since occurring, have only served to con- 
firm me in the opinions then entertained, and frank- 
ly expressed. 

I must be permitted to add, that no scheme of go- 
vernmental policy, unaided by individual exertions, 
can be available for ameliorating the present condi- 
tion of things. Commercial modes of exchange and 
a good currency, are but the necessary means of com- 
merce and intercourse, not the direct productive 
sources of wealth. Wealth can only be accumulated 
by the earnings of industry and the savings of fru- 
gality; and nothing can be more ill-judged than to 
look to facilities in borrowing, or toa redundant cir- 
culation, for the power of discharging pecuniary ob- 
ligations. The country is full of resources and the 
people full of energy, and the great and permanent 
remedy for present embarrassments must be sought 
in industry, economy, the observance of good faith, 








country; with the first the precious metals constitute 
the chief medium of circulation, and such also would 
be the case as to the last, but for inventions compa- 
ratively modern, which have furnished, in place of 
gold and silver, a paper circulation. I do not pro- 
pose to enter into a comparative analysis of the me- 
rits of the two systems. Such belonged more pro- 
perly to the period of the introduction of the paper 
system. The speculative philosopher might find in- 
ducements to prosecute the inquiry, but his re- 
searches could only lead him to conclude, that the 
paper system had probably better never have been 
introduced, and that society might have heen much 
happier without it. The practical statesman has a 
very different task to perform. He has to look at 
things as they are—to take them as he finds then— 
to supply deficiencies, and to prune excesses as far 
as in him lies. The task of furnishing a corrective 
for derangements of the paper medium with us, is al- 
most inexpressibly great. The power exerted by the 
states to charter banking corporations, and which, 
having been carried to a great excess, has filled the 
country with, in most of the states, an irredeemable 
paper medium, is an evil which, in some way or 
other, requires a corrective. The rates at which 
bills of exchange are negotiated between different 
parts of the country, furnish an index of the value of 
the local substitute for gold and silver, which is, in 
many parts, so far depreciated, as not to be received, 
except at a large discount, in the payment of debts, 





and the favorable influence of time. 


[PLAN SUGGESTED. ] 

In pursuance of a pledge given to you in my last 
message to congress, which pledge I urge as an apo- 
logy for adventuring to present you the details of any 
plan, the secretary of the treasury will be ready to 
submit to you, should you require it, a plan of finance 
which while it throws around the public treasure rea- 
sonable guards for its protection, and rests on powers 
acknowledged in practice to éxist from the origin of 
the government, will, at the same time, furnish to 
the country a sound paper medium, and afford all 
reasonable facilities for regulating the exchanges. 
When submitted, you will perceive in it a plan 
amendatory of the existing laws in relation to the 
treasury department—subordinate in all respects to 
the will of congress directly, and the will of the 
people indirectly—se]f-sustaining, should it be found 
in practice to realize its premises in theory, and re- 
pealable at the pleasure of congress. It proposes 
by effectual restraints, and by invoking the true spirit 
of our institutions, to separate the purse from the 
sword; or more properly to speak, denies any other 
control to the president over the agents who may be 
selected to carry it into execution, but what may be 
indispensably necessary to secure the fidelity of such 
agents; and, by wise regulations, keeps plainly apart 
from each other private and public funds. It con- 
templates the establishment of a board of control, at 
the seat of government, with agencies at prominent 
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commercial points, or wherever else congress shall 
direct, for the safe-keeping and disbursement of the 
public moneys, and a substitution, at the option of 
the public creditor, of ee oot notes, in lieu of gold 
and silver. It proposes to limit the issues to an 
amount not to exceed $15,000,000—without the ex- 
press sanction of the lative eta It also au- 
thorises the receipt of individual deposites of gold 
and silver to a limited amount, and the granting cer- 
tificates of deposite, divided into such sums as may 
be called for by the depositors. It proceeds a step 
further, and authorises the purchase and sale of do- 
mestic bills and drafts resting on a real and substan- 
tial basis, Fe kp at sight, or having but a short time 
to run, and drawn on places not lessthan one hundred 
miles apart—which authority, except in so far as may 
be necessary for government purposes exclusively, is 
only to be exerted upon the express condition, that 
its exercise shall not- be prohibited by the state in 
which the agency is situated. 

In order to cover the expenses incident to the plan, 
it will be authorised to receive moderate premiums 
for certificates issued on deposites, and on bills bought 
and sold, and thus, as far as its dealings extend, to 
furnish facilities to commercial intercourse at the 
lowest possible rates, and to subduct from the earn- 
ings of industry, the least possible sum. It uses the 
state banks at a distance from the agencies, as aux- 
iliaries, without imparting “4 power to trade in its 
name. It is subjected to such guards and restraints 
as have appeared to be necessary. It is the creature 
of law, and exists only at the pleasure of the legis- 
lature. It is made to rest on an actual specie basis, 
in order to redeem the notes at the places of issue— 
produces no dangerous redundancy of circulation— 
affords no temptation to speculation—is attended by 
no inflation of prices—is equable in its operation— 
makes the treasury notes, which it may use along 
with the certificates of deposite, and the notes of 
specie paying banks—convertible at the place where 
collected, receivable in payment of government 
dues—and, without violating any principle of the 
constitution, affords the government and the peo- 
ple such facilities as are called for by the wants 
of both. Such, it has appeared to me, are its re- 
commendations, and in view of them it will be sub- 
mitted, whenever you may require it, to your consi- 
deration. 


[OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED. | 

I am not able to perceive that any fair and candid 
objection can be urged against the plan, the princi- 
al outlines of which I have thus presented. I can- 
not doubt but that the notes which it proposes to fur- 
nish, at the voluntary option of the public creditor, 
issued in lieu of the revenue and its certificates of de- 
posite, will be maintained at an equality with gold 
and silver, every where. ‘They are redeemable in 
gold and silver on demand, at the places of issue. 
They are receivable every where in payment of go- 
vernment dues. The treasury notes are limited to 
an amount of one-fourth less than the estimated an- 
nual receipts of the treasury; and in addition they 
rest upon the faith of the government for their re- 
demption. If all these assurances are not sufficient 
to make them available, then the idea, as it seems to 
me, of furnishing a sound paper medium of exchanges, 
may be entirely abandoned. 

Ifa fear be indulged that the government may be 
tempted to run into excess in its issues, at any future 
day, itseems to me that no such apprehension can 
reasonably be entertained, until all confidence in the 
representatives of the states and of the people, as 
well as the people themselves, shall be lost. The 
weightiest considerations of policy require that the 
restraints now proposed to be thrown around the 
measure should not, for light causes, be removed.— 
To argue against any proposed plan its liability to 
possible abuse, is to reject every expedient, since 
every thing dependent on human action is liable to 
abuse. Fifteen millions of treasury notes may be is- 
sued as the maximum, but a discretionary power is to 
be given to the board of control, under that sum, and 
every consideration will unite in leading them to feel 
their way with caution. For the eight first years of 
the existence of the late Bank of the United States, 
its circulation barely exceeded $4,000,000; and for 
five of its most prosperous years, it was about equal 
to $16,000,000; furthermore, the authority given to 
receive private deposites to a limited amount, and to 
issue certificates in such sums as may be called for 
by the depositors, may so far fill up the channels of 
circulation as greatly to diminish the necessity of any 
considerable issue of treasury notes. A restraint 
upon the amount of private deposites has seemed to 
be indispensably necessary, from an apprehension 
thought to be well founded, that in any emergency of 
trade, confidence might be so far shaken in the banks 
as to induce a withdrawal from them of private de- 
posites, with a view to ensure their unquestionable 
safety when deposited with the governinent, which 





might prove eminently disastrous to the state banks. branch of the public service. Inducements of the 
Is it objected that it is proposed to authorise the weightiest a —— _ —— of this 
in bi icy. ur extended and. otherwise ex. 
thst such dealings are to be cafried-on at the Jowest! poted maritime frontier, calls: for protection, 4o the 
possible premium—are made to rest on an unques-, furnishing of which an efficient naval force is in- 
tionably sound basis—are designed to re-imburse dispensable. We look to no foreign conquests, nor 
merely the expenses which would otherwise devolve do we propose to enter into pea ort — any 
upon the treasury, and are in strict subordination to | other nation for supremacy on the ocean—but it is 
the decision of the supreme court, in the case of the : due not only to the honor, but to the security of the 
Bank of Augusta against Earle, and other reported people of the United States, that no nation should be 
cases; and thereby avoids all conflict with state juris- | permitted to invade = waters at a rete and sub- 
diction, which I hold to be indispensabl uisite. | ject our towns and villages to conflagration or pil- 
It leaves the banking privileges of the stakes seithonst Leas. bray “e all sere of oe see 
interference—looks to the treasury and the union— is due from all the public agents to the people—but 
and, while furnishing every facility to the first, is’ parsimony alone would suggest the withholding of the 
careful of the interests of the last. But above all,' necessary means, for the protection of our domestic 
it is created by law, is amendable by law, and is re | firesides ~_— invasion, and our a honor rites 
ealable by law; and wedded as I am to no theory, | disgrace. would most earnestly recommend to 
but booking solely to the advancement of the ublie | congress, to = from all mig evr for ob- 
ood, 1 shall be amongst the very first to urge its re- jects not absolutely necessary; but I take upon my- 
peal, if it be found aot to nce A the beat and | self, without a moment of hesitancy, all the respon- 
objects for which it may be created. Nor will the’ sibility of recommending the increase and prompt 
plan be submitted in any overweening confidence, in | equipment of that gallant navy, which has lighted up 
the sufficiency of my own judgment, but with much | every sea with its victories, and spread an imperisha- 
greater reliance on the wisdom and patriotism of, ble glory over the country. 
2 mel ee pte ae —m ‘ionean akon | The ines of tae comment amend will claim 
urging upon you, in the most emphatic manner, what- 
wee may td your action on the daghmutione which I your particular attention, not only because of the va- 
have felt it to be my duty to submit, to relieve the: jluable suggestions which it contains, but because of 
chief executive magistrate by any and all constitu-| the great importance which, at all times, attaches to 
tional means, from a controlling power over the pub-| that interesting branch of the public service. The 
lic treasury. If, in the plan proposed, should you’ increasing expense of transporting the mail along the 
deem it worthy of your consideration, that separation principal routes, necessarily co the er oa 
is not as complete as you may desire, you will, doubt- , tion, and has awakened a corresponding solicitude on 
less, amend it in that ey. For myself, I dis- , the partof the government. The transmission of the 
claim all desire to have any control over the public | mail must keep pace with those facilities of inter- 
moneys, other than what is indispensably necessary, | communication which are every day becoming great- 
to execute the laws which you may pass. er through the building of rail roads, and the appli- 





[STATE DEBTS. ] 

Nor can I fail to advert, in this connection, to the 
debts which many of the states of the union have 
contracted abroad, and under which they continue to 
Jabor. That indebtedness amounts to a sum not less 
than $200,000,000, and which has been retributed to 
them, for the most part, in works of internal improve- 
ment, which are destined to prove of vast importance 
in ultimately advancing their prosperity and wealth. 
For the debts thus contracted, the states are alone 
responsible. I can do no more than express the be- 
lief that each state will feel itself bound by every 
consideration of honor, as well as of interest, to meet 
its engagements with punctuality. The failure, how- 
ever, of any one state to do so, should in no degree 
aifect the credit of the rest; and the foreign capitalist 
will have no just cause to experience alarm as to all 
other state stocks, because any one or more of the 
states may neglect to provide with punctuality the 
means of redeeming their engagements. Even such 
states, should there be any, considering the great 
rapidity with which their resources are developing 
themselves, will not fail to have the means, at no 


very distant day, to redeem their obligations to the | 


uttermost farthing; nor will I doubt but that in view 
of that honorable conduct which has evermore go- 
verned the states, and the people of this union, they 
wiil each and all resort to every legitimate expedi- 
ent, before they will forego a faithful compliance 
with their obligations. 

[WAR DEPARTMENT. | 

From the report of the secretary of war, and other 
reports accompanying it, you will be informed of the 
progress which has been made in the fortifications de- 
signed for the protection of our principal cities, road- 
steads and inland frontier, during the present year; 
together with their true state and condition. They 
will be prosecuted to completion with all the expe- 
dition which the means placed by congress at the 
disposal of the executive will allow. 

I recommend particularly to your consideration, 
that portion of the secretary’s report which proposes 
the establishment of a chain of military posts, from 
Council Bluffs to some point on the Pacific ocean, 
within our limits. The benefit thereby destined to 
accrue to our citizens engaged in the fur tade, over 
that wilderness region, added to the importance of 
cultivating friendly relations with savage tribes in- 
habiting it, and at the same time of giving protection 
to our frontier settlements, and of establishing the 
means of safe intercourse between the American set- 
tlements at the mouth of the Columbia river, and 
those on this side of the Rocky mountains, would 
seem to suggest the importance of carrying into effect 
the recommendations upon this head with as little 
delay as may be practicable. 

[NAVY DEPARTMENT. ] 

The report of the secretary of the navy, will place 
you in possession of the present condition of that im- 
portant arm of the national defence. Every effort 
will be made to add to its efficiency, and I eannot too 
strongly urge upon you, liberal appropriations to that 


cation of steam power—but it cannot be disguised 
that, in order to do so, the post office department is 
subjected to heavy exactions. The lines of commu- 
nication between distant parts of the union, are, to a 
great extent, occupied by rail roads, which, in the 
nature of things, possess a complete monopoly, and 
| the department is therefore liable to heavy and un- 
reasonable charges. ‘This evil is destined to great 
increase in future, and some timely measure may be- 
_come necessary to guard against it. 
[APPOINTMENTS TO OFFICE. ] 

| I feel it my duty to bring under your consideration 
a practice which has grown up in the administration 
of the government, and which, lam deeply convine- 
ed, ought to be corrected. I allude to the exercise of 
the power, which usage, rather than reason, has 
_vested in the presidents, of removing incumbents 
from office, in order to substitute others more in fa- 
| vor with the dominant party. My own conduct, in 
| this respect, has been governed by a conscientious 
| purpose to exercise the removing power, only in ca- 
ses of unfaithfulness or inability, or in those in which 
its exercise appeared necessary, in order to discoun- 
tenance and suppress that spirit of active partisanship 
on the part of holders of office, which not only with- 
draws them from the steady and impartial disckarge 
of their official duties, but exerts an undue and inju- 
rious influence over elections, and degrades the.cha- 
racter of the government itself, inasmuch as it exhi- 
bits the chief magistrate, as being a party, through 
his agents, in the secret plots or open workings of 
political parties. 

In respect to the exercise of this power, nothing 
should be left to dis@retion, which may safely be re- 
gulated by law; and it is of high importance to re- 
strain, as far as possible, the stimulus of personal in- 
terests in public elections. Considering the great in- 
crease which has been made in public offices, in the 
last quarter of a century. and the probability of far- 
ther increase, we incur the hazard of witnessing vio- 
lent political contests, directed too often to the single 
object of retaining office, by those who are in, or ob- 
taining it, by those who are out. Under the influence 
of these convictions, I shall cordially concur in any 
constitutional measures for regulating, and by regu- 
lating, restraining, the power of removal. 

[SMITHSONIAN FUND. ] 

I suggest for your consideration, the propriety of 
making, without further delay, some specific appli- 
cation of the funds derived under the will of Mr. 
Smithson, of England, for the diffusion of knowledge; 
and which have, heretofore, been vested in public 
stocks, until such time as congress should think pro- 
yr to give them a specific direction. Nor will you, 

feel confident, permit any abatement of the princi- 
pal of the legacy to be made, should it turn out that 
the stocks, in which the investments have been made, 
have undergone a depreciation. 
[DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. ] 

In conclusion, | commend to your care the inter- 
ests of this District, for which you are the exclusive 
legislators. Considering that this city is the resi- 
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dence of the government, and, for a large part of the 

ear, of congress, and, considering also, the great 
cost of the public buildings, and the propriety of af- 
fording them at all times careful protection, it seems 
not unreasonable that congress should contribute to- 
wards the expense of an efficient police. 


JOHN TYLER. 
Washington, December 7, 1841. 
reer 
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[A full list of the members’ names will be found on | are called upon to furnish bills of exchange for com- 


e 195, volume 60, of the Register. 
dia Ste 'SENATES 


Decemser 6. ‘The president of the senate took his |} 0 
seat at 12 o’clock, and, having called the body to or- | its practice. 
der, the following senators wer found to be present, | exchequer system revived. 


viz: 
From Maine—Messrs. Evans and Williams. 
From Massachusetts—Mr. Bates. 
From Vermont— Messrs. Prentiss and Phelps. 


From Connecticut—Messrs. Huntington and Smith. from sir Robert Walpole and the other from Mr. 


From New York—Messrs. Tallmadge and Wright. 
From New Jersey—Mr. Southard. 


From Pennsylvania—Messrs. Buchanan and Stur- 


on. 
we Delaware—Messers. Clayton and Bayard. 


From Maryland—Mir. Kerr. 
From Virginia—Messrs. Archer and Rives. 


From North Carolina—Messrs. Graham and Man- | States with proper respect to do so; but I could not 


m. 

From Louisiana—Mr. Mouton. 

From Kentucky—Mr. Clay. 

From Ohio-—Messrs. Allen and Tappan. 
From Indiana—Messrs. Smith and White. 
From Illinois—Mr. Young. 

From Missowri—Messrs. Benton and Linn. 
From Arkansas—Mr. Fulton. 

From Michigan—Mr. Porter. 

On motion of Mr. Bayard, 


Ordered, That the secretary of the senate inform terly repudiated the idea of exchange, which was 
the house of representatives that a quorum of the se- | 90W proposed, in addition to the plan to issue paper 
nate is assembled, and that the senate is ready to pro- | MOBEY by the government. 


ceed to business. 


On motion of Mr. Kerr, the usual number of papers liest appropriate opportunity to sustain what I have 
said, by arguments and by references against what I | 


were ordered to be furnished to each senator, not ex- | Johnson, Abraham McClellan, Hopkins L. 


ceeding in amount three daily papers. 


The proposition to issue bills of exchange for com- 
merce wasa new invention, utterly unknown to Gen. 
Hamilton when he pro a bank of the United 
States. The plan was not only utterly unknown to 
him, but it was invented by Mr. Biddle for the pur- 
pose of making this government a furnisher of bills of 
exchange. Mr. Biddle brought it forward for the 
purpose of changing the government from a hard 
money to a paper money government. I entirely ob- 
ject, (continued Mr. B.) to allowing this government 
to become a furnisher of exchange. The power to 
furnish bills of exchange is not to be found in the con- 
stitution, nor any power equivalent to it. While we 


merce, why should we not be called upon to furnish 
drafts for farmers? Such a power was utterly un- 
known to the constitution and wholly pernicious in 
It was nothing more than the British 
It began with ihe first 
George, continued with the second George, and had 
been handed down to the present time. It was the 
system by which the British government had lost nine 
millions sterling. The one system was borrowed 


Biddle, who was in the city a few weeks since, and, 
without doubt, furnished it for the government. 

But this is not the time to discuss this question. 
Formerly, the message was gone into regularly, and 
contributed to regularity of debate afterward, but 
the occasion for discussion did not now present itself, 
nor would it be treating the president of the United 


sit still and permit the message to pass through this 
chamber without ne my utter repugnance to 
the system proposed, regarding it, as I do, as emi- 
nently unconstitutional, calculated to change the 
currency of the constitution to a paper money cur- 
rency—to abandon the hard money government of 
our ancestors, and borrowing, instead of it, a system 
borrowed from sir Horace Walpole and the high 
tory times of Queen Anne. We propose to go far 
beyond what General Hamilton advocated. He ut- 


The two plans have my 





utter abhorrence, and I shall avail myself of the ear- 


regard as a forma! proposition to change the hard 


A message was received from the house of repre- | ™oney system of our government into that of the 
sentatives stating that a committee had been appeiat, paper money system of Great Britain, and which 


ed on its part to wait on the president of the 


nited | 24d increased the debt of that government, from the 


States and inform him that a quorum of the two | reign of nap oe the sum of twenty-one mil- 
houses had assembled, and that congress is ready to Tt ae ling into the enormous amount of three hun- 
receive any communications he might be pleased to | @7€¢ mihons. 


make. 


The senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 


The chair stated that the number of copies ordered 


tion of the house; and, having concurred in the same, | '© be printed had varied at different sessions. 


it was ordered that the chair appoint a committee on 


Mr. Smith then suggested that fifteen hundred co- 


the part of the senate, whereupon Messrs. Bayard and | pies of the message and accompanying documents, 


Bates were appointed. 
On motion, the senate then adjourned. 


and three thousand five hundred additional copies of 
the message, be printed; which having been agreed 


Decemper 7. Mr. Pierce and Mr. Woodbury, of | to— 


New Hampshire, and Mr. McRoberts, of Illinois, ap- 


peared in their seats. 


Mr. Bayard moved that when the senate adjourn, it 
adjourn to meet at 12 o’clock; which motion having 


Mr. Bayard, from the committee appointed on the | been agreed to— 


part of the senate to join that of the house of repre- 
sentatives to wait on the president, reported that the 
president had been waited on in compliance with the 


The senate then adjourned. 


DecemBer 8. The following senators appeared 
to-day in their seats: Messsrs. Dizon and Simmons, 


resolution, and that a message would be communicat- | of Rhode Island; Mr. Barrow, of Louisiana; Mr. King, 


ed in writing at 12 o’clock. 


of Alabama; Mr. Miller, of New Jersey; Mr. Choate, 


A few minutes after 12 o’clock a message was re-| of Massachusetts; Mr. Berrien, of Georgia; Mr. Mer- 


ceived from the president, through Robert Tyler, esq 
which having been read by the secretary— 


On motion of Mr. Mangum, the messsage and do- 
cuments were ordered to lie on the table and be 


printed. 


Mr. Smith, of Indiana, moved that the usual num- 
ber of copies of the documents and the message be 


printed. 


Mr. Benton said that he could not vote for the ex- 


tra number of copies which had been moved, with 
out exprossing his opinion briefly upon the message 
and icularly in reference to that feature of i 
which related to the new ‘‘fiscal agent.” 


over the message, as it was read, he saw the outline 


‘| rick, of Maryland. 

A resolution submitted by Mr. Archer, that two 
chaplains, of different denominations, be elected to 
congress during the present session, one by each 
house, to interchange weekly, was adopted. 

The senate then, on motion of Mr. Huntington, ad- 
journed. 











were 

- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, Dec. 6. At 12 o’clock M. the speaker 

t\of the house of representatives, hon. John White, 








Looking | took the chair and called the house to order. 


The clerk of the house, Matthew St. Clair Clarke, 


of the plan of the president, and learned enough to | esq. called the roll, when the following members 
know what were the details of the plan to be furnish- | answered to their names. 


ed by the secretary of the treasury. 


I apprehend, 


Maine—Nathan Clifford, Wm. P. Fessenden, N. 


said Mr. Benton, that no details of such a plan can |S. Littlefield, Benjamin Randall. 


meet any part of my approbation. I regard it as fla- 


New Hampshire—Charles G. Atherton, Edmund 


grantly unconstitutional, and eminently dangerous to Burke, Ira A. Eastman, John R. Reding. 


the country. The federal government was called : 
upon to Haase paper money; and as the constitution Borden, George N. Briggs, 


Adams, Nathaniel B. 
arker Burnell, Wm. B. 


Massachusetts—John Quinc 


was draughted congress had no power to issue bills of |Calhoun, Caleb Cushing, Charles Hudson, William 


credit, or paper money. ; 
to give ee sewer failed to be established. 


T iti P ter, Robert C. Winthrop. ; 
Ihe attempt or i ages armen Iland-—Robert B. Cranston, Joseph L. Til- 


lan now proposed was to make the government a linghast. 


ard money government, and the proposition in the 


Connecticut—Wm. U. Boardman, John H. Brock- 


message was to do not only what was not granted, | way, Thomas B. Orsborne, Truman Smith, Joseph 


but what was positively denied. 





Trumbull, Thomas W. Williams. 





ee) 


Vermont—Horace Everett, Hiland Hall, John Mat- 
tocks, William Slade, Augustus Young. 

New York—Alfred Babcock, Daniel D. Barnard, 
Bernard Blair, Sam’1 8. Bowne, David P. Brewster, 
Timothy Childs, Thos. C. Chittenden, Jahn C. Clark, 
Stanley N. Clarke, James G. Clinton, Richard D. 
Davis, Andrew W. Doig, Millard Fillmore, Charles 
A. Floyd, John G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Seth 
M. Gates, Samuel Gordon, Jacob Houck, jr. Hiram 
P. Hunt, Archibald L. Linn, Samuel Partridge, Lewis 
Riggs, Jas. I. Roosevelt, John Sanford, Aaron Ward, 
Fernando Wood, John Young. 

New Jersey—John B. Aycrigg, William Halsted, 
John P. B. Maxwell, Joseph F. Randolph, Charles 
C. Stratton, Thomas Jones Yorke. 

Pennsylvania—Henry W. Beeson, Benj. A. Bid- 
lack, Chas. Brown, James Cooper, Joseph Fornance, 
James Gerry, Thomas Henry, James Irvin, Wm. W. 
Irwin, Wm. Jack, Francis James, Geo. M. Keim, 
Joseph Lawrence, Albert G. Marchand, Peter New- 
hard, Arnold Plumer, Robert Ramsey, Wm. Simon- 
ton, John Snyder, George W. Toland, John West- 
brook. 

Delaware—George B. Rodney. 

Maryland—W m. Cost Johnson, John P. Kennedy, 
Alexander Randall, Augustus R. Sollers, James W-. 
Williams. 

Virgivia—Richard W. Barton, John M. Botts, 
Walter Coles, Thomas W. Gilmer, Wm. L. Goggin, 
Wm. O. Goode, Wm. A. Harris, Samuel L. Hays, 
George W. Hopkins, Edmund W. Hubard, Cuthbert 
Powell, Wm. Smith, Lewis Steenrod, Alexander H. 
H. Stuart, George W. Summers, John Taliaferro, 
Henry A. Wise. 

North Carolina—Green W. Caldwell, John R. J. 
Daniel, Edmund Deberry, James Graham, Kenneth 
Rayner, Augustine H. Shepperd, Edward Stanly, 
Wilham H. Washington, Lewis Williams. 

South Carolina—R. Barnwell Rhett. 

Georgia—Richard W. Habersham, James. A. Me- 
riwether. 

Kentucky—Landaff W. Andrews, Linn Boyd, Wm. 
O. Butler, Garrett Davis, Bryan O. Owsley, John 
Pope, Jobn B. Thompson, Philip Triplett, Joseph R. 
Underwood, John White, speaker. 

Tennessee—Thomas D. Fencld, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Robert L. Caruthers, Meredith P. Gentry, Cave 
urney, 
Harvey M. Watterson, Joseph L. Williams, Christo, 
H. Williams. 

Ohio—Sherlock J. Andrews, Benjamin S. Cowen, 
izra Dean, Wm. Doan, Joshua R. Giddings, P. G. 
Goode, Samson Mason, Joshua Mathiot, James Mat- 
thews, Wim. Medill, Calvary Morris, Jeremiah Mor- 
row, Nathaniel G. Pendleton, Joseph Ridgway, 8. 
Stokely, George Sweney, John B. Weller. 

Louisiana—John B. Dawson, John Moore. 

Indiana—Andrew Kennedy, Henry S. Lane, Geo. 
H. Proffit, Richard W. Thompson, David Wallace. 

Iilinois—Zadok Casey, John Reynolds, John T. 
Stuart. 

Alabama—Geo. 8. Houston, Wm. W. Payne. 

Missouri—John C. Edwards, John Miller. 

Irkansas—Edward Cross. 

Michigan—Jacob M. Howard. 

Iowa—Augustus C. Dodge, delegate. 

The hon. Henry Dodge, member elect from the ter- 
ritory of Wiskonsan, was qualified and took his seat. 

The hon. Francis Granger, member elect from the 
state of New York, vice hon. John Greig, resigned, 
was qualified and took his seat. 


\ message was received from the senate, by the 
hauds of A. Dickins, esq. secretary thereof, inform- 
iny the house that a quorum of the senate had as- 
sembled, and that that body was ready to proceed to 
business. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson rose and said he availed him- 
self of this occasion to say, that, at the last session of 
congress he had been placed at the head of one of the 
most important committees of the house, and that it 
might be possible that the speaker, in remodelling the 
committees, would again place him (Mr. J.) in the 
position he then occupied. He requested the speak- 
er to disconnect his (Mr. J.’s) name from that com- 
mittee. He made this request, because the measure 
most important in his consideration, and in which he 
felt the deepest interest, had already been passed; 
and, although there were many other subjects of great 
importance which might come before that commit- 
tee, yet there were none in which he felt so great an 
interest. ; 

Another reason which he had for making this re- 
quest was, that he pro , in the progress of this 
session, and on the earliest suitable occasion, to move 
the appointment of a select committee on the subject 
of a national foundry. 

Whilst he was on the floor, he would submit a mo- 
tion that the rules and orders of the 26th congress be 








adopted as the rules of this congress until otherwise 
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ordered, or until the rules reported by a committee 
which had heretofore. been appointed should be taken 
up and disposed of. 

Mr. Adams said he had an amendment to offer to 
the proposition of the tleman from Maryland. 
He (Mr. A.) was perfectly willing to adopt the rules 
of the 26th congress, as nae existed at the close of 
the second session.of the 26th congress, with the ex- 
ception of the Qist rule. (Laughter). 

[Nore.—The.rale referred to is in the following 
words: 

“No petition, memorial, resolution, or other Sper 

raying the abolition of slavery in the District of 
lumbia or any state or-territory, or the slave trade 
between the states or territories of the United States 
in which it now exists, shal] be received by this 
house, or entertained in any way whatever.” ] 

~’Mr. A. had prepared a resolution, he said, which 
he would now offer as an amendment to the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Maryland,, and which 
was then read as follows: 

“Strike out all after the word resolved, and insert: 
That the rules and orders for the transaction of busi- 
ness in the house of representatives in force at the 
close of the second session of the 56th congress, ex- 
cept the 2ist rule of the house, be and are hereby 
adopted until the further order of the house.” 

e would be glad to see the rules, as they existed 
at the close of the second session of the 26th con- 
gress, adopted, with the exception of the 21st; that 
rule had been expressly excluded at the last session 
by three distinct votes of the house. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson modified his proposition to read 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the rules and orders of the 26th con- 


gress, as they were atthe close of the said congress, be 


the rules and orders of this congress until others are 
adopted.” 

All that he proposed to do was to adopt the rules 
referred to until such time as the rules and orders of 
the house could be regularly revised. 

Mr. Adams reminded the gentleman from Mary- 
land that the rule adopted at the last session of con- 
gress extended to all petitions. It did not refer at all 
to abolition petitions; but it provided that objection 
should be considered as made to any petitions, with 
some special ss we 

Mr. Fillmore said he foresaw that it was indispensa- 
ble that this question should now be settled; and the 
only point to be decided was, what was the best 
mode. It seemed to him that the rules of the last 
session might with great propriety be adopted for a 
limited time. 


Mr. Stanly, in order, he said, to carry out the 
views expressed by the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Fillmore), desired to offer the following resolu- 
tion, which he hoped would receive the sanction of 
the house, and which was read as follows: 

“Strike out all after the word that, and ineert the fol- 
lowing: The rules adopted by this house at the last ses- 
sion be the rules for the government of this house for 
fifteen days, unless others shall be adopted before the 
expiration of that time. 

‘Resolved, That the report of the committee on rules, 
made near the close of the last session, be printed for 
the use of this house, and made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow, and for each succeeding day until 
the same is disposed of.” 

Mr. S. remarked that he thought it was apparent 
that, if this resolution was adopted, the house would 
be organized without delay. The committees could 
then be pC perce the rules reported by the com- 
mittee could be printed, and the house could go on 
in the usual order of business. He hoped the house 
would not present the disgraceful scene of being 
again without rules.and without organization. He 
hoped the majority (though he confessed he did not 
know exactly where or what it was)—but he hoped 
that all those who were desirious of transacting the 

blic business would come forward and organize; 
and, to let the country see who were willing to do so, 
he would now, if in order, move the previous ques- 
tion. 


Mr. Proffit rose, and was addressing the chair— 
The speaker. The previous question has been 

moved. 

Mr. Adams submitted that the motion was not in 
order. 

The speaker said that the motion was in order, the 
house being now governed by the parliamentary law. 

Mr. dams. I have a great objection to the pro- 
position of the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Stanly)— 

Me. Profit inquired of the speaker if the previous 
question had been moved. 

The speaker. Yes. 

Mr. Proffit. Is it debatable? 

The speaker. No. 

Mr. Proffit said he understood that the question 
was debatable, so far as regarded the propriety of 
puttimg the previous question. 





The speaker said that the question of the riety 
of putting the previous question would itof a 
eM Praga Sone’ briefl the motion 

r. roce riefly to oppose 

for the bok se question. It was, he said, unfair, 
unparliamentary, and contrary to the spirit of the 
constitution, that members should be ~upon to 
vote without having an opportunity of expressing 
their sentiments. He thought ithe question ought to 
be discussed; and, if i denna was to rest any 
where, let it be upon those who brought abolition 
petitions into this house. 

Mr. Stanly. I call the gentleman to order. We 
shall not, I hope, discuss abolition petitions yet. 

The speaker said the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
Proffit) must confine himself to the point of the pro- 
priety of putting the previous question. 

Mr. Proffit said he was showing why the previous 


question should not be put. He had acircular on 


his table, with black lines (he was understood to 
say) drawn round it, calling upon him and others to 
meet this question as the question of the session— 

— Stanly inquired of the speaker if this was in 
order. 

Mr. Proffit submitted to the chair that he was 
strictly in order. 

The speakersaid he thought not. 

Mr. Proffit believed, he said, that he had a right to 
show why he and others should speak their senti- 
ments on this subject. He wished to show that 
there was a regular abolition party in this country— 

om Sianly hoped the speaker would enforce the 
rules. 

The speaker called Mr. Proffit to order, and decid- 
ed that his remarks were not in order. 

Mr. Adams said, that if the speaker decided that 
in the absence of all rules the previous question could 
be moved or recognised, he (Mr. A.) would appeal 
from that decision. The proposition of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina (Mr. Stanly) prevented 
the presentation of all petitions for fifteen days. 
There was (had been) a rule of the house—and a 
most valuable rule it was—which provided that for 
the first thirty days of the session petitions should 
be the order of the day. If this privilege was tak- 
en away for one petition, it was thus taken away for 
all petitions for fifteen days to come. 

Mr. Proffit here interrupted Mr. Adams, with the 
remark that he (Mr. P.) had not yielded the floor; nor 
had he understood the speaker as deciding him to be 
out of order. 

The speaker said he had decided the gentleman 
to be out of order. The gentleman had a right to 
appeal. 

Mr. Profit appealed, and inquired if the appeal 
was debatable? 

The speaker said the gentleman could state the 
grounds of his appeal. 

Mr. Proffit said they were these. He was not 
transgressing the strict limit of showing why the 
question ought not to be called; he was showing the 
reasons why thiese petitions ought not to be present- 
ed, and why he ought to have an opportunity of pre- 
senting his opinions on the subject. He wished to 
show that there was a regularly organized abolition 
party—having a committee (he was understood to 
say) with a member of congress at the head of it— 
and a committee of attendance here to aid in the ques- 
tion 

The speaker said that, under the parliamentary law, 
the debate allowed on the appeal was very limited, 
{It must be confined exclusively to the previous ques- 
tion alone. 

Mr. Proffit then withdrew his appeal, and took his 
seat. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams submitted to the speaker that, in 
the absence of rules, the previous question could not 
be recognised or moved. 


The speaker decided that, in the absence of written 
rules, it had been the practice of the house of repre- 
sentatives to be governed by the lex parliamentaria, 
in which the previous question was recognised, and 
that in cases analogous to the present the previous 
question had been moved, recognised and put in the 
house, and that he should therefore receive the mo- 
tion for the previous question. 

Mr. .fdams, alleging that the law of parliament 
was not the law of this house, without the sanction 
of the house itself, appealed from the decision of the 
speaker, and asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. Gilmer inquired of the speaker by what autho- 
rity the parliamentary law of England was under- 
stood to be the rule of this house. He (Mr. G.) un- 
derstood that no vote of this house had been taken 
adopting what was called the parliamentary law of 
England as the rule of its proceeding. 

The speaker said that there was certainly no writ- 
ten law, or adopted rule, by which the Yatlinmentars 
law, or any other law, governed this house until re- 








lar rules of proceeding were adopted. But such 
had been the rule, and such was the precedent. 
Mr. Gilmer considered it a very imperfect rule, he 


-said, and if called upon to vote, he should himself 


vote against it. ie 

Mr. Everett, in reply to the objections of Mr Gil- 
mer, submitted that the law which they were now 
called upon to adopt was not the British law, but that 
which had been adopted by the usage of this house. 
On that ground he should sustain the decision of the 
chair. 

Mr. Cushing was of opinion that there was-an ex- 
isting parliamentary law, and he was in favo of sus- 
taining it. 

The speaker having again defined the limits of the 
debate— 


Mr. Charles Brown thought, he said, that the house 
was again moving in the same circle as it had done 
heretofore. He was in hopes that they had met in 
a different spirit; but since there was a determination 
evinced to go round in this same cirele, he would 
say something of a character similar to that which 
he had said on a former occasion. He wished to 
know where the parliamentary law was to be found. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cushing ) 


had said that he was opposed to arbitrary discretion 
in the speaker. So, also, was he, (Mr. B.) If the 


speaker would point to the book—to the written code 
of parliamentary law, by which his decisions were 
guided, he (Mr. B.) might probably be willing to 
adopt it. But until that was done by the speaker, 
it was undoubtedly within the discretion of the 
speaker to determine as he thought proper every 
question that might arise having reference to the or- 
der of the house. If ex necessitate, they were to adopt 
any temporary law, then it was the law of the last 
session. He was opposed to this parliamentary law, 
because he knew not where it was; and he was in 
favor of leaving it to themselves, as the representa- 
tives of the people, to be governed by their own sense 
of what was right, until proper rules should be 
agreed upon. He was opposed to the previous ques- 
tion—it was calculated to throw the house into a 
state of irritation. He trusted that the house would 
allow itself time to hear all that could be said, and 
that it would then adopt such rules as would conduce 
to its own peace and harmony, and to the transaction 
of the public business. 


Mr. Wise said he perceived that if they began this 
debate, they would be very apt to delay the business 
of the house and the nation beyond a reasonable time, 
that the senate had already organized, and courtesy 
demanded that the house should respond to its mes- 
sage; and, that something might be done besides this 
discussion, with the general consent of the house, he 
would move that a committee be now appointed to 
join such committee as should be appointed on the 
part of the senate, to wait on the president of the U. 
States aud inform him that the two houses of con- 
gress were now assembled, and ready to proceed to 
business. He made this motion, as it was the most 
favorable moment; as otherwise, if they became in- 
volved in this debate, they would not get the message 
of the president to-morrow. 


Mr. Briggs appealed to the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia to enable him to offer a resolution, which should 
now be adopted, by general consent, out of courtesy 
to the senate. Mr. Wise complying with this re- 

uest, Mr. B. sent to the chair a resolution providing 
that a message be sent to the senate informing that 
body that a quorum of this house had assembled, and 
that the house was ready to proceed to business; 
which resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Wise then offered the following resolution, 
which was read by the clerk: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the part of 
this house, to join such committee as may be appointed 
on the part of the senate, to wait on the president of the 
Uni-ed States and inform him that a quorum of the two 
houses is assembled, and that congress is now ready to 
receive any communication he may be pleased to make. 

Mr. Lewis Williams said if they received the mes- 
sage they could do nothing without rules. 

Mr. Briggs said the speaker had decided that the 
parliamentary law existed. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
offered by Mr. Wise was adopted; and Messrs. Wise, 
Briggs and Clifford, were appointed the committee. 

The question now recurring on the appeal taken by 
Mr. dams from the decision of the chair. 

The speaker said he was satisfied that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts had recognised in various 
cases the force of parliamentary law in this house 
while he occupied the speaker’s chair. It would be 
acknowledged that at the beginning of every prev'- 
ous congress, the existence of parliamentary law had 
been recognised for the government of the house. 

Mr. Adams said, whenever an adoption of any par- 
liamentary law took place during the time he had 
the honor of sitting in the speaker’s chair, it was by 
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an act of this house, and not by a decision of the spea 
er; and never yet had it been—which would be the 
case if the decision of the speaker was sustained, and 
would put it into the power of the speaker to arrest 
any debate whatever without rules at all. 

he question “‘shall the decision of the speaker 
stand as the judgment of the house?” was then taken, 
and decided in the affirmative; yeas 147. 

Nays—Messrs. Adams, Borden, Charles Brown, 
Burnell, Caldwell, Coles, R. D. Davis, J. G. Floyd, 
Gates, Gilmer, Gordon, Hays, Houck, Howard, C. 
Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, A. McClellan—17. 

So the decision of the speaker was sustained. 

Am e was here received from the senate by 
As Dickins, their secretary, informing the house 
that the senate had concurred in the resolution of the 
house for the appointment of a joint committee to 
wait on the president of the United States, and had 
appointed Messrs. Bayard and Bates on their part.] 

e previous question having been called, the 
speaker decided that the question was first on the adop- 
tion of the amendment of Mr. Stanly to the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Adams to the motion of Mr. 





Wm. Cost Johnson. 


Mr. Atherton said that, in adopting the rules of last 
session for the government of the house for a limited 


number of days, as proposed by Mr. Stanly, they ' 


adopted a rule which deprived the people of the U. 
States of the right of petitioning for dfteen days. On 
this ground he was opposed to the adoption of the 
amendment. 

Mr. Atherton called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 
yeas 83, nays 86. 

So the amendment to the amendment was reject- 


The question then recurring on the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. dams. 

Mr. Atherton asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were as follows: 

YEAS—Merssrs. Adams, S. J. Andrews, Aycrigg, Bab- 
cock, Barnard, Blair, Broadman, Borden, Botts, y Head 
Briggs, Brock way, Burnell, Calhoun, Casey, Childs, Chit- 
pa. — 4 J. C. Clark, S. N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, Cow- 
en, Cranston, Cushing, R. D. Davis, Doig, Everett, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, J.G. Floyd, A. L. Foster, Gates, Gen- 
try, Giddings, P. G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Hall, Hal- 
sted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, W. 
W. Irwin, James, Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, 
Littlefield, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Max- 
well, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Pendleton, Ramsey, B. Randall, Alexander Randall, 
Randolph, Ridgway, Sanford, Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John 
T. Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Wallace, Thos. W. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, 
Augustus Young, John Young—84. 

NAYS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Arnold, Atherton, 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, M. 
Brown, C. Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, G. W. 
Caldwell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Clifford, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Eastman, J. C. Ed- 
wards, Charles A. Floyd, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Wm. 
O. Goode, Graham, Habersham, Harris, Hays, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hubard, Jack, William Cost Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Keim, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Abraham 
McClellan, Marchand, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, 
Miller, Moore, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Plumer, Pope, 
Powell, Proffit, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, 
Rodney, Shepperd, Snyder, Sollers, S:anly, Steenrod, 
Summers, Sweney, Taliaterro, John B. ‘Thompson. R. 
W. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Washington, Watter- 
son, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Wise—87. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Wise, from the pease committee appointed to 
wait on the president of the United States, on leave, 
here rose ard reported that the committee had dis- 
charged the duty of waiting on the president of the 
United States, and delivering him a message that the 
two houses of congress had assembled, and ready to 
receive any communication he might be pleased to 
make, and that, in reply, the president informed 
them that he would send to the two houses a message 
at 12 o’clock to-morrow. 

The question now recurring on the original motion 
made by Mr. W. C. Johnson. 

Mr. James called the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

Pending which question, at 2 0’clock, on motion of 
Mr. Wise, the house adjourned. 

Tvespay, Dec. 7. The hon. Jacob Thompson, 
member elect from the state of Mississippi, appeared, 
was qualified, and took his seat. 

The following members also answered to their 
names: 

Pe aa Maine.—Joshua A. Lowell and Alfred Mar- 
shall. 

From Massachusetts.—W illiam S. Hastings and Le- 
verett Saltonstall. 

From New York.—Robert McClellan, John ‘May- 


| speaker of the house. 


From Pennsylvania.—John Edwards. 

From Maryland.—Iisaac D. Jones and James A. 
Pearce. 

From Virginia.—Robert M. T. Hunter and John 
W. Jones. 

From South Carolina.—John Campbell and Thomas 
D. Sumter. 

From Kentucky.—Willis Green and Fhomas F. 
Marshall. 

From Ohio.—William Russell. 

From Florida.—David Levy, delegate. 

A message, in writing, was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, by the hands of Robert 
Tyler, esq. his secretary; which will be found in an- 
other part of this number. 

The message having been read by the clerk, Mr. 
Wise moved that it be laid on the table, and that ten 
thousand copies be printed. 

Mr. Mason desired to ask a question. He wished 
to know whether the prospectus of the Congressional 
Globe, which he saw appended to the printed copy 
of the message, was intended to be included in the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. Wise said his-motion referred solely to the 
manuscript message sent by the president to the 


Mr. Mason then proceeded to express his astonish- 

ment that the prospectus of the Congressional Globe 
should have been permitted to be appended to the 
printed copies of the message. He desired to know 
by what authority Blair & Rives had committed this 
outrage upon the dignity of the house and its pro- 
ceedings. 
Mr. Wise said that here was the message, regular- 
ly printed by Messrs. Gales & Seaton, the elected 
printers of this body. Ifthe gentleman from Ohio 
examined that paper, he would find no such appen- 
dage. But these, their own elected printers, had not 
probably (Mr. W. was understood to say) a sufficient 
number prepared while the manuscript message was 
reading. The editors of the ‘‘Globe” had printed 
their own private copy, and some of them, he pre- 
sumed, had been sent tothe private orders of mem- 
bers; and the boys, or pages of the house, not having 
copies enough printed at the public expense, had 
simply laid some of the private copies on the desks 
of members. Did the gentleman from Ohio infer that 
the president had any thing to do with this? He (Mr. 
W.) put it to the gentleman from Ohio as a man of 
honor, (for such he knew him to be), whether he 
could infer that the president had ever sent this paper 
—or how he (Mr. M.) as an honorable man could 
lead others to infer what he himself knew not to be 
the fact. 


Mr. Mason said he had no manner of difficulty in 
answering the inquiry of the gentleman; and the gen- 
tleman ought %to rejoice that his (Mr. M.’s) inquiry 
had afforded him an opportunity to explain a trans- 
action that certainly did need explanation. He had 
been asked wlfether he believed that this appendage 
to the message had been communicated with the 
knowledge or by the authority of the president. He 
did not know whether it hador not. He had reason 
to believe that it was surreptitiously appended by the 
gentlemen who had annexed their names to the com- 
munication; but it had seemed to him a remarkable 
fact that they dare take such a liberty, and he was 
not sure but that they might have obtained the con- 
sent of somebody in the confidence of the president 
todoso. Things quite as strange as this miserable 


The speaker said he had understood the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. Stanly).as withdrawing 
his motion for the previous question. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson renewed it, remarking that, if 
the house was disposed to organize, it had it in its 
power to do so in fifteen minutes or half an hour 
from this time. 

After a remark from Mr. Fillmore, Mr. Johnson 

modified his proposition to read as follows: 

Resolved, 'That the rules and orders of the 26th con- 

gress, as they were at the close of the said congress, be 

the rules and orders of this con until others are 

adopted; and the report made by the committee on rules 

at the last session be the special order of the day for 

Leper next, and each succeeding day until dispos- 

ed of. 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 

W. C. Johnson for the previous question, was carried 

by ayes 101, noes not counted. 

Mr. Fillmore asked the yeas and nays on the main 

question; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 

affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Atherton, 

Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Mil- 

ton Brown, Burke, W. O. Butler, G@. W4§JCaldwell, John 

Campbell, W. B. Campbell, T. 3. Campbell, Caruthers, 

Clifford, Coles, Daniels, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dean, 

Deberry, Eastinan, John C. Edwards, Chas. A. Floyd, 

Fornance, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, W. O. Goode, 
Graham, Green, Habersham, Hays, kins, Houck, 

Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Wm. C. Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Isaae D. Jones, Keim, John 

P. Kennedy, Lane, Abraham McClellan, Marchand, 
Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Morrow, 

Newhard, Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Pope, Powell, Proffit, 
Alexander Randall, Rayner, Reding, Rhett, Riggs, 
Rodney, Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, Sollers, Siarty’ 
Steenrod, J. T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Ta- 
liaferro, John B. Thompson, Jacob 'Vhompson, ‘Triplett, 

Turney, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Washington, 
Watterson, Weller,. Westbrook, James W. Williams, 

Lewis Williams, C. H. Williams, J. L. Williams, Wise 
—_— G» 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Barnard, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts, Bowne, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, 
Charles Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Casey, Childs, Chit- 
tenden, John C. Clark, 8. N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Doig 

John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. 

Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick 
G. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Hall, Halsted, William 8. 
Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, 
William W. Irwin, James Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, 
Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Robert McClellan, Alfred 
Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Morris, Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pen- 
dleton, Plumer, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Reynolds, Ridgway, Roosevelt, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sanford, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stokely, 
Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, R. W. Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Thos. W. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, Aug. 
Young, John Young—95. 

Mr. Briggs offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That the several standing committees nam- 
ed in the rules of the house be appointed by the speaker. 
The hour of 12 noon was fixed upon as the daily 
hour of the meeting of the house until further order. 
The house adjourned. 

Wepnespay, Dec. 8. Mr. Tillinghast offered the 
following resolution, (pertaining, he said, to organi- 
zation), which was adopted: 

Resolved, ‘That a committee of three members be ap- 





juxtaposition had taken place within six months, 
which had not been half as well explained as this 
transaction had been explained by the gentleman from 
Virginia. The circumstance wasa strange one. He 
could not believe that the president had been con- 
sulted, and given his sanction to it; but he (Mr. M.) 
was not yet satisfied that somebody had not done so 
who was pretty near the person of the president.— 
The transaction, he repeated, had needed explanation, 
and the gentleman from Virginia ought to thank him 
for giving him an opportunity to make it. 

r. Wise said he did indeed thank the gentleman 
sincerely for this premature and wanton attack on 
the president, not because it gave him (Mr. W.) an 
opportunity of vindicating and explaining a transac- 
tion which required neither vindication nor explana- 
tion. Tohim it had come very unexpectedly. A 
great many of the strange things said about the 
president, of treason and perfidy, &c. were of the 
same character as the imputations this day made.— 
And the subject was dropped. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. Wise. 
And the message was laid on the table; and the 
usual number thereof, and of the documents, were 
ordered to be printed. And 10,000 extra copies of 
the message and documents were also ordered to be 
printed. 
On motion of Mr. W. C. Johnson, the house took up 


pointed, who, tegether with a like number to be appoint- 
ed by the senate, shall direct the expenditure of all mo- 
neys appropriated for the library of congress. 

r. Filimore rose and said he believed that the con- 
sideration of the rules of the house was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

The speaker said such was the fact. 

Pm rab ng = oo member elect from the state 
of Virginia, (the Culpepper district), appeared was 
qualified and took his hy ie 2 

The house was occupied for some time in dispos- 
ing of various propositicns relative to the choice of 
the seats in the hall. It commenced by an appeal to 
the house to decide between Mr. Caruthers and Mr. 
Dawson, as to the possession of the chair that Mr. 
Sergeant occupied previous to his resignation, and it 
was decided by assigning the seatto Mr. Caruthers, 
to whom Mr. Sergeant had assigned it at the close of 
the extra session. 

A resolution proposed by Mr. Briggs similar to the 
one agreed to in the senate for the appointment and 
interchange of chaplains was adopted. 

Mr. Fillmore hoped petitions would be called for. 

Mr. Adams inquired of tLe speaker if the standing 
committees had been a Brad 

The speaker replied that they had not; and was un- 
derstood to suggest that the presentation of petitions 
had probably better be postponed until Monday, by 








the proposition submitted by him yesterday, in rela- 





nard, Thomas A. Tomlinson and John Van Buren. 


tion to the rules and orders of the house. 


which time the committees would be appointed. 
The house adjourned. 
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Banx 1Tems. The Eagle Bank, considered one of the 
best conducted banks in Boston, have discovered that 
their teller has permitted the firm of George F. Cook & 
Co. brokers, engaged in business with New York, to 
overdraw their account with the bank, and went so far 
as to certify that checks drawn by the firm were good 
when there were no funds at their credit in the bank. 
These checks have been taken by the other banks. The 
amount of the loss is variously estimated between 20 
and $40,000. Ralph Thompson, of the firm of George 
F. Cook & Co. one of the defaulters at the Eagle Bank, 
Me “geome at New London, while on his way to New 

ork. 

The quarterly averages of the weekly liabilities and 
assets of the Bank of England, published in the Gazette, 
of 13:h Nov. show an increase in the securities of 
£300,000, but a decrease in the circulation of£320,000, 
in deposites of £144,000, and in bullion of £222,000. 

The London Banker’s Circular holds the following 
language with reference to the United States bank: 

“Some of the American banks have resumed pay- 
ment; others have attempted and failed. The principal 
ot these, the Bank of the United States, with a paid up 
capital of seven millions sterling, has been assigned over 
for the benefit of creditors, and its shares are worth in 
the market just about one-twentieth part of their origi- 
nal cost. Phe capital credit of this bank, and the capi- 
tal and credit of the American merchants, simultaneous- 
ly destroyed by a turn of the machinery put in uperation 
by our money laws, together greatly exceeded twenty 
millions sterling—much more than the whole circulation 
of the Bank of England, and this sum has been all 
withdrawn from the uses of industry and the support of 
enterprise and commerce. With the protracted pres- 
sure of the years 1839,’40 and 1541, increasing, with 
short intermission in the severity of its pressure on trade, 
we are all familiar. 

“The affair of the United States bank is too impor- 
tant to be huddled into a paragraph amongst other mat- 
ters; it must have one to itself. ‘The proportion of its 
capital held by British subjects is nearly four millions 
sterling; it may be descrbed as an entire loss. And the 
loss we venture upon some consideration to say, is great- 
er than the aggregate of all the losses sustained by the 
inhabitants otf the British Islands from the failure of 
banks in this country, since Mr. Patterson established 
the banks of England and Scotland at the close of the 
seventeenth century. The small population of Guern- 
sey and Jersey hold £260,000 of the stock of this U. 
States bank. Call it an entire loss, and it is equal toa 
levy three or four pounds on pad man, woman, and 
child in the whole-community of those islands—a sum 
greater than was ever raised by taxation in a single year 
on any people in the whole world. Are these important 
facts? if facts they be. Then let statesmen meditate 
upon them, for by their errors and reckless confidence in 
delusive theories they have been produced.” 

The banks of New York city had reduced their dis- 
counts within ten days, ending last Saturday night, two 
—* of dollars. The reduction has continued this 
week. 

The comptroller has notified those trust banks whose 
securities in his hands appear insufficient, to make fur- 
ther deposites, or return a part of their circulating notes. 

The Bank of Watertown has failed to redeem her 
notes at the Albany agency, and is consequently classed 
amongst the broken banks. The institution is under 
the general banking law. 

The Housatonic Rail Road bank, at Bridgeport, Conn. 
has suspended the redemption of its bills, in conse- 
quence of the sudden and unexpected exhaustion of 
its funds on deposite in New York. The whole proper- 
ty of the company, which has cost upwards of one mil- 
hon of dollars, will pass into the hands of commission- 
ers appointed by the state for the redemption of the bills. 

The New Orleans correspondent of the Cincinnati 
Gazette says, that the board of presidents of banks in 
New Orleans, have recommended that the first day of 
November, 1842, be the time positively fixed for a full 
and perfect resumption of specie payments, and that the 

resent weak banks (as_they are termed) say some six, 
be constrained to take the time between this and No- 
vember next, so to reduce their cash liabilities as to ena- 
ble them at that period to take their stand firmly aad in- 
dependently. 


British Corn Market. London, Nov.15. The sup- 
ply of wheat by land carriage samples was one of the 
smallest we have had this season, stiil an advance could 
not be obtained, but last week’s currency was fully sup- 
ported. There was more business doing in foreign than 
of late, on rather lower terms than it was offered at this 
day se’night. In the sale of floating cargves, or wheat 
in bond, there was not much doing. 

Wednesday, Nov. 17. The business has been dull 
this morning at the prices of Monday for all descriptions 
of grain. The millers appear to be unwilling to take 
more than the wheat which is required for immediate 
consumption; and itis remarked that the samples are 
not materially improved in condition, notwithstanding 
the dry and frosty weather of the last few days. The 
duty declined ls. per quarter on ‘Thursday last, and from 
the present state of the averages will probably decline re- 
gularly fur some weeks to come. 

Birmingham, Nov. 17. During the present week the 
wheat trade has assumed a finer aspect, holders gener- 
ally demanding some advance, to which buyers decline 
to accede, and but few sales are reported. 








Tue Corton Froater. The. Mobile papers of the 
24th ult. announce the arrival at that place of Mr. G. R. 
Griffith, with ninety-three bales of cotton, enveloped in 
his newly invented cotton floater, or India rubber bags.— 
Of the result of this first experiment, the Chronicle says: 

he process of shipping is very simple. You have 
only to envelope each bale in one of the India rubber 
bags, throw them into the water, lash them together with 
ropes, and set them afloat. ‘These ninety-three bales 
came to our market in most beautiful order, perfectly dry 
and sound. The bales are large, weighing between five 
and six hundred pounds, and yet the raft, as it may be 
called, drew not more than three and a half inches wa- 
ter. In this respect Mr. Griffith was agreeably ror 
pointed, as he expected it would draw considerably 
more. We are perfectly satisfied that this invention is 
destined to be of incalculable benefit to the planters in 
the vicinity of streams not navigable for steambvats, and 
we have no doubt the “floaters” will soon be in general 
use on the Coosa, Cahawha, Black Warrior, Little Big- 
by, Noxubes and other smallstreams.” —- 


Corton Market. Liverpool, Nov. 15. Our report of 
the market for to-day and Saturday must be very similar 
to those of late, viz: as flat and dull as it possibly can be. 
The demand averages about 3,000 to 3,500 bales per day 
at gradually declining prices, causing as is usually the 
case, under such circumstances, a very uneven market. 
Holders do not force their stocks, nevertheless, they are 
willing and anxious sellers. 

Nov. 18. There is no new feature to notice in our cot- 
ton market. The daily demand of 3,000 bales continues 
to be supplied without much variation in price, except 
that in a flat market, buyers get the advantage. and also 
the benefit of unevenness in the various brokers’ offices. 
Some being more anxious sellers than others and willing 
to sacrifice for the opportunity of a safe and speedy sale. 

The New York Express says: ‘““The cotton market is 
very much depressed both here and at the south.” 


_ Deatus. The New Orleans Picayune republishes the 
list of those who died of the yellow fever last fall in that 
city. Of those who died there were 





atives of the United States 228 
Natives of foreign countries 1,055 
Natives of countries unknown 293 

Total 1,641 


Tue Erm Canat. The canal closed earlier this year 
wee: usual, as will be seen from the following memo- 
randa, 

In 1824 it closed December 4th; 1825, December 5th; 
1826, December 18th; 1827, December 18th; 1828, De- 
cember 20th; 1829, December 17th; 1830, December 
17th; 1831, December 1st; 1832, December 21st; 1833, 
December 12ih; 1834, Decernber 12ih; 1835, November 
30:h; 1836, November 26th; 1837, December 9th; 1838, 
November 25th; 1839, December 16th; 1840, about De- 
cember Ist; 1841, November 28th. 


Excnequer FRravup. Call the place where large 
amounts of mouey are deposited exchequer—sub-treasury, 
fiscal agent or what you will, the fidelity of a frail being 
is the ultimate dependence to which “riches” at last can 
be brought, and from that, spite of all the ingenuity and 
wisdom of the lovers thereof since the days of Solomon, 
they will ofien “take wings and fly away.”” The exche- 
quer of England has recently been severely defrauded, 
to a large amuuut. 

Wm. Beaumont Smith, the clerk in the exchequer bill 
office, was fully committed to Newgate on the 5th No- 
vember, on a charge of forging and uttering exchequer 
bills to a very large amount. 

There was unfunded, and therefore in circulation, 
£19,500,000. and only £15,865,300 had been handed into 
the treasury and returned as genuine, there still remain- 
ed a sum of £3,634,700, concerning the validity of which 
doubts might (owing to the uncertainty as to the extent 
of the frauds) be entertained. 


Fires. During the last five vears 2,464 fires occurred 
in London, of which 300 were occasioned by defective 
fire places, and 368 by candles setting fire to bed and 
window curtains. 


Tae Sream Fire Enerne belonging to some of vur insu- 
rance cumpanies, was brought into Wall street yesterday 
afternoon and its capabilities tried. The experiment ap- 
peared tous to be successful. It threw four powerful 
streams at a time several teet above the top of the ex- 
change, and seemed to throw water enough to put out 
almost any fire that could be started. At any rate it 
threw a shower into the neighborhood of our office 
which it was not very comfortable to stand against. If 


there is any doubt as to the full efficiency of this engine, 
it is in the length of time it seems to take in getting up 
steam. ‘Lhis, ‘however, may perhaps be remedied.” 

N. Y. Courier. 


Four. It is stated that 50,000 barrels flour ‘from the 
West are in boats in the ice between Buffalo and New 
York. The Erie can:! closed. 

The New York Express says—“The last European 
advices have had the effect to sustain the flour market, 
and large shipments, not far short of twenty thousand 


barrels, have been made.” ‘This was prior to the arrival 
of the Acadia. 


Loans. The amount of foreign loans, continental and 
South American, contracted in England from the year 
1818 to 1832, was 55,791,571 pounds sterling, The divi- 
dends on about 25,000,000 of this sum have ceased to be 
paid. [ Bicknell. 
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McLxop is now confined in jail in Canada, for want 
of bail on a civil process. 


Porators. Notwithstanding the duty of ten cents per 
bushel on potatoes, large quantities have been imported 
from Nova Scotiain the presentseason, The imports at 
Boston last week reached nearly 15,000 bushels, which 
were all sold at from 30 to 50 cents per bushel. The price 
in Nova Scotia ranges from [4 to 20 cents per bushel. 


Tue Qvuesec Post Orrice was destroyed by fire a few 
dayssince. All the papers of the general post office were 
burnt—those of the city mostly saved. 


SPEED OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. Transmitting 
the message has become an annual test of speed in tinis 
country—and every year increases the velocity. Presj- 
dent ‘Tyler’s message, delivered to congress on Tuesday 
last, went from Washington to Baltimere in 1 hour and 
10 minutes; Baltimore to Philadelphia 4h.35m., Phila- 
delphia to New Brunswick 2h. 18m.; New Brunswick to 
Jersey City 50m.; from Washington to Jersey City 8h. 
53m. Thus reaching Jersey City from Washington in 
eight hours and fifty-three minutes! From Hackensack 
bridge to Jersey City, the locomotive ran three miles in 
two minutes and a half. It reached New York from 
Washington in nine hours and three minutes. 

It reached Frederick in a special car, at 12 minutes 
past 3, P. M. having been 2 hours and 2 minutes in its 
passage from the relay house (54 miles) and about 3h. 
and 12in. from Washington (84 miles) 


Wituram M. Price. It appears that the trial of the 
suit against Wm. M. Price, in the circuit court of the U. 
States in New York, has been postponed to next term. 
The amount claimed by the government is stated at se- 
venty-eight thousand dollars; and he exhibits demands 
against the United States to the amount of one hundred 
and four thousand. [Phila. Nat. Gaz. 


Tue RANDOLPH WILL CASE was argued by General 
Jones yesterday. Gen. J. appeared for the slaves. We 
do not know when the case will be finished, or whether 
it will be finished at all. The siege of Troy Jasted ten 
years, and was considered as rather a lengthy business. 
The Randolph will case has already been six years on 
the tapis, and will probably be decided, if at all, about 
the year 1890. Itis a beautiful and forcible illustration 
ot sir Edward Cocke’s remark about the ratiunality oi 
the law. [Petersburg Intel. Dec. 2. 


Sream sure SavaNnan, FROM New York, on the 
night of the 25th ultimo, in a Severe gale off Cape Hat- 
teras, sprung a leak, and was lost, sinking suddenly.— 
Captain Crane, wife and son, Mr. Phillips, mate, the 
stewurd, and his wife, chambermaid, and Mr. Moore, 
Mr. Harth and two firemen, in all twelve, took to one of 
the boats on board and were picked up by the brig 
Rowena, and have arrived at New York. Drified off 
in the other boat before the captain left, Mr. Kilpatrick, 
engineer; Mr. Johnson, passenger. Persons left on board. 
Mr. Dunscuinb, 2d officer and four seamen; Daniel Hill, 
2d engineer, and four firemen; John Ashfield, 1st cook; 
2d cook unknown; and Mr. Schreeds, an engineer of 
South Carolina, for whom two whale boats were left on 
the promenade deck. 


SreamBoats. In the Cincinnati Republican of the 
291h ultimo, there were advertised 9 siteainers for Pitts- 
burg, 4 for St. Louis, 5 for New Orleans, 3 for Nashville, 
2 for Louisville and | for Lafayette—total 24. 


Specie. By the Acadia from England we learn that 
“The importations of specie have been large of late, both 
from the continent and the American states, and as the 
exchanges continue favorable to this country, there is 
no visible cause for any further action on the part of the 
bank. The stock of bullion has rather diminished dur- 
ing the last two or three months, but the reason of this is 
well understood, and there is no ground for believing that 
any thing worthy of being cailed a drain is tou be appre- 
hended. 

The Ontario left New York on the 7th instant for 
London. She took $5,000 in specie. 


Stocks. London Nov. 13. Consols, to the amount of 
£64,000 have been effected this morning, which have 
tended to depress the market, and exchequer bills have 

iven way about 3s. Bank stock, 163} 164 163; consols 
or money, 88? 5 3, and for the account, 883 2 3; new 
‘hree and a half per cents, 972 8; long annuities 12 7-163; 
and exchequer bills, large 7s. 1Us. pm. small bills, 8s. 11s. 
pm. ‘The foreign market is affected by the English, 
where prices have also slightly declined. Columbian 
bonds are 183 19; Mexican, 243; Portuguese, 303; Spanish 
21 214; and Dutch, 513. 7 

Domestic exchanges remain as last quoted. 

They mention the N. Y. money market as “very tight 
—as high as 15 per cent. per annum has been paid on 

ood paper.” Stocks appear to have halted from their 
ownward tendency, though hesitating to go up yet. 
The Mississippi election had its day. 


Tue Reesipecase. This morning, in the cireuit court 
of the United States, the jury in the case of the United 
States vs. James A. Reeside, gave a verdict in favor ot 
Mr. Reeside for the sum of $188,496 08. . [Phil. Gaz. 


Tea. The news from China appeared not to effect 
price of tea in the London market. 


WHEAT BY LAKE NAVIGATION. The amount of wheat 
and flour shipped from Chicago for 1840, amounted to 
20,000 bushels. ‘The amount of wheat and flour shipped 
— pales to Buffalo in 1841, amounts to 200,000 

uShels. 
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